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Interest in the 
Western Field 


Local Agents Will Be Confronted 
With Deciding on Company 
Affiliation 


SPECIALS TO BE BUSY 


New Organization With Augmented 
Numbers Will Have Greater Mo- 
mentum in the Territory 


The organization of the Western 
Underwriters Association to take over 
the Western Union and 35 companies 
that are now members of the Western 
Insurance Bureau and also the Globe & 
Rutgers will mean an entirely new lineup 
in the west. The field clubs nat- 
urally will have to revamp their mem- 
bership, the present Union field organ- 
izations being augmented by a number 
of new members. The new members 
of the Western Underwriters are mem- 
bers of the Eastern Underwriters As- 
sociation. The members in the Western 
Insurance Bureau that have not joined 
the new organization are non-Union in 
the east. Undoubtedly it is the plan of 
executives to have a uniform lineup 
eventually throughout the country. It 
is understood that no nonaffiliated or 
Western Insurance Bureau company 
will be admitted to membership in the 
Western Underwriters Association un- 
less it is a member of the Eastern Under- 
writers Association if it is operating in 
that territory. 

Will Recognize Clear Agencies 


The most important readjustment will 
come in local agents. The Western 
Union has not a separation rule nor has 
the Western Underwriters Association. 
However, the Union has recognized 
clear agencies and the new organization 
will do so. The clear agencies are en- 
titled to the graded scale of commission 
while the mixed agencies are only en- 
titled to 15 percent flat. Naturally that 
has the same effect as a separator. The 
Western Union has endeavored at all 
times to increase the number of clear 
agencies. 

The Western Insurance Bureau had 
no out and out commission rule where 
agents were penalized for having non- 
affiliated companies although in recent 
years it has been forced to take cog- 
nizance of the large number of non- 
affiliated companies and guard its rep- 
resentation more carefully. 


Agents Will Have to Decide 


The new members, therefore, will at 
once begin to readjust their commission 
arrangement to the new scale. This 
will force local agents to decide what 
they will do. With the defection in the 
ranks of the Western Insurance Bu- 
reau, it is likely that the out and out 
nonaffiliated class will be increased. 
The number of clear agencies will in- 
crease as soon as the new members get 








Western Bureau’s 
Special Meeting 
May Be Postponed 





Whether the Western Insurance Bu- 
reau will hold its special meeting Jan. 
11 at Washington, D. C., in view of the 
numerous important companies that will 
leave the organization and join the new 
Western Underwriters Association has 
not been decided. The committee ap- 
pointed by the retiring members to take 
up with the organization the details of 
their membership cancellation has not 
yet visited the Bureau offices in Chi- 
cago. Until some agreement can be 
reached it may seem advisable for the 
Bureau to defer its meeting until retire- 
ment plans are well worked out. 


Firemen’s Is Deciding Factor 


President Ralph Rawlings of the Bu- 
reau was at the office this week but had 
not an opportunity to confer with H. A. 
Clark, manager of the Firemen’s and 
chairman of the executive committee of 
the Bureau, who was at his home office 
in Newark. The Firemen’s group is the 
most important by all odds in the Bu- 
reau and naturally its position will 
have great weight. President Bassett 
of the Firemen’s declines to comment 
on the movement inaugurated in Phila- 
delphia whereby the Western Under- 
writers Association was established. It 
is the general opinion that the Western 
Insurance Bureau will be maintained in 
some form but naturally its forces will 
be greatly curtailed. 


Committee Visited Bassett 


Three presidents of companies that 
have been members of the Bureau and 
are joining the new organization called 
on President Bassett following the 
Philadelphia meeting with the hope of 
having him join the new organization 
and line up with the other company as- 
sociations, Evidently the visit did not 
bring the desired result. The visitors 
were Presidents Bailey of the Amer- 
ican, Hedge of the Boston and Parsons 
of the United States Fire. 





in action. The new members, of course, 
now can enter any clear Union agency 
and as soon as the present mixed agen- 
cies are cleared it will open the way for 
the old time Union companies to enter 
them if they desire. As time goes on, 
therefore, there will be a sharper differ- 
entiation between agencies. 
Western Bureau Commissions 


It is probable that the Western In- 


surance Bureau will increase its com- 
mission in order to meet the new 
conditions. The fact that the Western 


Insurance Bureau is paying 20 percent on 
stocks will have some effect in the 
choice of agents as to companies as they 
will be loth to give up 5 percent com- 
mission on a large class. However, the 
companies in the new organization will 
have much greater momentum and their 
membership in agencies will be a con- 
tiolling factor. One interesting feature 
of the new lineup will be the opportu- 
nity it offers Union companies to re- 
establish the status of some former 
agencies that went Bureau at the time 
separation was so active. 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 25) 





New Organization Started 





Western Union Is Absorbed by the Western Underwriters 
Association, Which a Large Number of Western 
Insurance Bureau Companies and Globe 
& Rutgers Join 





By GEORGE 


Enters the Western Underwriters As- 
sociation, the parting gift of the year to 
the fire insurance men of the country. 
The new organization, determined upon 
at a gathering of company executives 
and western department managers in 
Philadelphia, will have jurisdiction over 
the important field now supervised by 
the Western Union, and embraces 
within its membership not alone all 
members of that body, but in addition 


33 companies long affiliated with the 
Western Insurance Bureau, and two 
corporations hitherto operating inde- 
pendently. 

Charles R. Street, western manager 
of the Great American, was chosen 


president of the new association, the 
other officers being George C. Long, Jr., 
vice-president of the Phoenix of Hart- 
ford, and Walter D. Williams, vice- 
president and western manager of the 
Security of New Haven, vice-presidents, 
and Charles F. Thomas, secretary. The 
president was instructed to appoint a 
governing committee of 10 members, 
aside from the officers of the body, who 
are to be ex-officio members. 


Commission Scale Amended 


Rules for the operation of the new 
organization were adopted—these being 
in all essentials similar to the regula- 
tions observed by both the Union and 
the Bureau companies, with the impor- 


tant change that the commissions al- 
lowed on frame mercantile risks were 
fixed at 25 per cent, instead of 15 per 


cent as the Union has paid hitherto. 

A committee to be named by Presi- 
dent Street will undertake the revision 
of the existing rules with a 
their modernization. 
completed in time for submission at the 
annual meeting in April. 


Readjust Their Arrangements 


New entrants into the organization 
will be given ample time to readjust 
their field arrangements to the changed 
conditions. The measure of time to be 
granted will be determined by the gov- 
erning committee, to be predicated on 
the issues involved in each case. 


| Founders, 


A. WATSON 


Rhode 
Island, 


Merchants of 
Guaranty of Rhode 
Island and the Union of Paris; Secur- 
ity and the East & West of New 
Haven, State of Pennsylvania, Reliable 
- Ohio, Farmers of York and Camden 
‘ire. 


Island, 
Rhode 


Globe & Rutgers Comes In 


The Globe & Rutgers and the Ham- 
ilton, its running mate, likewise joined 
as did also the National Liberty and 
its associates, the Peoples National and 
the Baltimore American. 

In order that their relations with the 
Western Insurance Bureau may be 
terminated in an orderly manner, the 
Bureau companies entering the new or- 
ganization appointed as a committee to 
outline a method of procedure. Walter 
D. Williams, Security of New Haven; 
Fred M. Gund, Crum & Forster; 
Charles N. Gorham, American of New- 
ark, and B. L. Hewett, Boston and Old 
Colony. 

Plans Kept Secret 


While it was assumed that the object 
ot the special meeting of the Union was 
to consider a plan for enlarging the 
membership of the organization, the 


| exact nature of the intended program 


view to| 
This task is to be | 


The companies holding present mem- | 


Eastern Underwriters 
but not hereto 
with the Union, now enrolled in 
Western Underwriters Association, 
clude the following: 

Agricultural and Empire State, Amer- 


bership in the 
Association 
the 
in- 


ican of Newark and the Columbia of 
Dayton, 3oston and Old Colony; 
United States, North River, Richmond, 
3ritish America, Western of Canada, 
Allemannia, Union of Buffalo, Metro 
politan of Chicago, New York State, 
United States Merchants & Shippers, 
City of Sunbury, Western National, 
Transportation and the Wheeling of 


West Virginia, comprising the Crum & 
Forster group; National Union, Atlan- 
tic, N. C., Birmingham, Pa., American 


identified | 


was a carefully guarded secret, not re- 
vealed to the majority of members until 
the gathering convened. After condi- 
tions in western territory were out- 
lined and the desirability for bringing 
into one organization all fire companies 
committed to the same principles and 
practices elsewhere throughout the 
country, cordial endorsement was given 
the idea by all present. Following a 
brief the gathering reconvened, 
the attendants at the second session, 
including company representatives not 
hitherto members of the Union. The 
formation of the new organization was 
unanimously approved. 


recess 


Harmony 


Throughout the entire meeting the 
utmost harmony prevailed, every offered 


Prevailed 


motion being adopted without a sug- 
gested ‘dissent. While the idea of a 
stronger central organization for the 
west has been discussed from time to 
time for several years, it was not until 
six weeks ago that the movement as- 
sumed concrete form, leaders in the 
business holding that the present time 
was opportune for launching such an 


association. Conferences were held at 
Hartford, Chicago, New York and else- 
where. The proposed plans were sub- 
mitted to those offices which it was felt 
would be sympathetic with the idea, the 
result was that when the general meet- 
ing took place the desired result was 
speedily accomplished. 

The gathering was notable, not alone 
for the fine spirit of give and take dis- 
played, but for the large number of high 
officials on hand, and for the feeling 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 25) 
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Sees Move of Farmers to 
Shed Taxes ¢ on Companies 


BATTLE EXPECTED IN 1930 


Legislative “Watch Dog” 
Declares Attempt to Reduce Pre- 


of Carriers 


mium Levy Is Hopeless 


A movement is rapidly growing under 
the surface of things in this country, 
largely because of the demand for some 
form of practical farm relief, to do away 
with all or part of the taxes on farm 
land, and as a consequence all kinds of 
insurance companies face the certainty 
that in a very short time they will be 
forced to fight bills calling for additional 
taxes on carriers. 

This is the well considered opinion of 
a man whose business it is to look after 
the legislative interests of insurance 
companies. He says this sentiment 
among farmers is becoming increasingly 
prominent in farm journals and is tak- 
ing the form of a movement which as yet 
has no concrete organization, but which 
certainly will spring into the open in 
1930 or 1931 wherever legislatures meet. 
Only about 14 legislatures are scheduled 
to assemble this year as most of the as- 
semblies occur in the odd years. 


States’ Finances Involved 


most of the 
an ebb, this 


conditions of 
have reached so low 
observer says, that there is no possibil- 
eliminating the tax on farm land 
without substituting taxes on some other 
units of society. In fact, he says, the 
farmers are actually urging that the 
money now obtained from levying on 
farms and agricultural property in gen- 
eral be secured by the state through ad- 
ditional taxes corporations. The 
farmers they are operating 
at little or and therefore it is 
not right to them. 

“Farmers appear to be oblivious to 
the fact,” the observer says, “or to ig- 
nore it, that a merchant or other pro- 
prietor of a business in a city who is 
operating at a must pay his taxes 


just 


linancial 
states 


ity of 


on 
that 
no proht, 


insist 


{ 
tax 


loss 
the same. 


One Class Is Overlooked 


class of men who do 
they should and that 
holders. Interest on mort- 
calculated on a basis of ac- 


‘There is 
10t pay the 


Is mortgage 


one 


taxes 


rages 1s not 


tual return and operating cost on the 
mortgaged property, but instead is de- 
pendent purely upon the earning power 
of money. If I own a building and 
mortgage it up to the hilt, I have to pay 
taxes on that building just the same. 
[The man who holds the mortgage goes 


practically scot free so far as that prop- 
erty is concerned,” 


This man says that the $85,000,000 a 
year insurance premium tax levy of this 
country cannot possibly be eliminated 


or reduced to a point where the return 
will be only so much as state insurance 
departments require for their operation, 
because state governments will fight 
tooth and toenail for every available 
cent of tax as a result of the financial 
extremity in which they find themselves. 
Tax levies have been increasing steadily 
for many years and the amount realized 
from taxes has grown to a tremendous 
sum in every state. In spite of this fact 
state governments have shown larger 
and larger deficits. 


Calls It a Losing Battle 


Insurance companies have campaigned 
ceaselessly for a reduction of the pre- 
mium tax to a reasonable basis. Years 
ago when the 2 percent levy was set, it 
was calculated on the basis of a very 
low total of premiums written in the 
various commonwealths. At that time 
the sums realized were approximately 
the amounts required to operate insur- 
ance departments. However, the sale of 
fire insurance has grown to such great 
figures that the original purpose 





has been lost sight of, and states, faced | 





Shoe Industry Hazards 
Have Been Investigated 


The United States Chamber of 
Commerce in its current. bulletin 
_takes up some of the fire hazards 
of the shoe industry. Its manu- 
facturers’ committee made an in- 
vestigation and points out certain 
specific hazards inherent in the in- 
dustry which can be remedied by 
the adoption of precautionary 
measures. The committee deals 
with such subjects as handling of 
flammable liquids, pyroxyline plas- 
tic, drying and heating blower sys- 
tems, disposition of waste. 











Many Fire and Casualty 
Carriers Get Tax Refunds 


Many fire and casualty companies re- 
ceived nice Christmas presents from the 
government in the form of refunds in 
large amounts on their income taxes, 
due, it is said, to several recent court 
decisions which have invalidated the 
method under which the Treasury De- 
partment formerly figured assessments. 

The Home of New York was one of 
those that benefited most greatly, re- 
ceiving $82,468. The Zurich General Ac- 
cident received $55,633. Others with the 
amounts of their refunds are: 
& Foreign Marine, $3,834; Continental, 
$15,798; Crum ®& Forster, 
Eagle, Star & British Dominions, $5,325; 
Equitable Casualty, $6,218; Fidelity & 
Casualty, $797; Fidelity Phenix, $10,- 
196; General of France, $6,622; Globe 
& Rutgers, $16,732; Home, $82,468; 
Jakor, $16,771; North British & Mer- 
cantile, $18,307; Northern Assurance, 
$6,000; Norwich Union Fire, 
Phoenix Assurance, $29,041; Royal, 
$30,681; Urbaine of France, $16,751, and 
Federal Underwriters, Indianapolis, 
$5,485. 


with the necessity of constantly reach- 
ing out for more money, have been un- 
willing to correct the inequity. 

Far from securing any adjustment on 
the premium tax to meet changed con- 
ditions, the observer says, it appears cer- 
tain that insurance companies will be 
forced to contest heavy added corpora- 
tion taxes. 


Kuhns in Life Business 


Ralph B. Kuhns, for time 


some spe- 
cial agent of the Continental in Indi- 
ana, has become assistant superintend 
ent of agencies of the Peoples Life of 


Frankfort, Ind. 





British | 
$44,825; | 


| at ‘Tulsa, 


$3,243; | 





, will continue to report to Manager H. 


’ : 
| ganized not only to adjust use and occu- 


Griffin Gets Citizens 
for Six of His States 


WILL REPLACE THE FEDERAL 


Rest of the Territory Will Continue to 
Report to Chicago Department 
as Heretofore 


Owing to the fact that the Hartford 
Fire is not renewing its contract with 
the Federal of New Jersey, it has been 
necessary for it to replace Federal 
agents with other companies of its flo- 
tilla. John H. Griffin of Minneapolis 
acted as general agent of the Federal in 
a number of states working in connec- 
tion with the Northwestern Fire & Ma- 
rine and Twin City. He will now act 
as general agent of the Citizens of New 
Jersey for six of the states heretofore 
reporting to the western department of 
the Hartford at Chicago, they being Min- 
nesota, North and South Dakota, Wis- 
consin, Nebraska and Kansas. Illinois, 
Indiana, lowa, Kentucky, Michigan, Mis- 
souri, Ohio, Oklahoma, Tennessee and 
West Virginia will continue to report to 
the Hartford department at Chicago. 
Colorado, New Mexico and Wyoming 


T. Lamey at Denver. 


Use & Occupancy Bureau 
Is Opened for Service 


A new sort of organization is started 
Okla., known as the Use & 
Occupancy Service Bureau. It is af- 
filiated with the Fuller Adjustment 
Company. R. C. McCay, Jr., is man- 
ager. He is familiar with manufactur- 
ing processes employed in oil refineries, 
sugar refineries, cotton seed oil mills, 
cotton mills and lumber mills. For a 
number of years he thas had executive 
charge of refineries and gasoline plant 
operations. He has supervised account- 
ing departments. The bureau was or- 


pancy loss claims but to give advice in 
preparation of proper use and occu- 
pancy contracts and also to make ap- 
praisals of use and occupancy values so 
that an assured may have some concep- 
tion of his exposure to loss. Guy H. 
Fuller is manager of the Fuller Adjust- 


ment Company with headquarters at 
Oklahoma City. 
Minneapolis "Agent Dies 

MINNEAPOLTS, Dee. 31.—Willis 
Endsley, secretary-treasurer of the P. M. 
Endsley Insurance Agency, died at his 
home last week. Mr. Endsley was also 
secretary and treasurer of the Minne- 


apolis Savings & Loan Association. 
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Much interest in the field as to the 
new lineup in Western Union territory 
Pagel 

* * * 

Western Underwriters Association will 
succeed to the Western Union and 35 
Western Insurance 3ureau companies 
joined the new organization Pagel 

k * * 
Hartford replacing Federal with Citi- 


zens of New Jersey in several states. 
Page 2 
* * * 

Reorganization committee of Na- 
tional Automobile Underwriters Confer- 
ence gives gist of modifications proposed. 

Page 3 
*x* * * 

Herbert E. Maxson, Continental vice- 
president, makes a study of skyscraper 
risks. Page 3 

Ye 2-2 

McConnell & Stone have been ap- 
pointed United States managers of the 
Century of London. Page 2 

*x* * * 

Retailers Fire of Oklahoma City will 

be operated as a running mate of the 
Page '6 


Central States Fire of Wichita. 
*x* * * 


Mutual 
into 


Massachusetts 
Boston is thrown 


Liability of 
receivership. 
Page 29 





Companies file 
of 16% 
souri. 


application for 
percent in fire 


increase 

rates in Mis- 
Page 5 

*x* * * 

Cullen of National 

reviews surety situation. Page 27 

* * 

Laboratories lists year’s 

casualty field. Page 28 

* * * 


Vice-President 
Surety 


Underwriters 
developments in 

Stock control of the 
delity & Casualty 
Marine of 
by Harold 
board of 
Surety. 


Mayflower Fi- 
and Mayflower Fire & 
Newark has been purchased 
Feilberg, chairman of the 
the Equitable Casualty & 
Page 30 


* * * 
The Aetna Life analyzes causes of ac- 
cidents from its 1922-1928 claim data. 
Page 29 


*x* * * 


Lincoln Mutual Indemnity 
licensed by 


of Mansfield 
Ohio department. Page 28 
*x* * * 


Vice-President Algire of National 
Surety analyzes 1929 burglary business. 
Page 27 


* * * 

Special committee of the burglary de- 
partment of the National Bureau of Cas- 
ualty & Surety Underwriters has been 


Century of Scotland to 
Have Its Own Office 


NAMES M’CONNELL AND STONE 


Henry W. Brown & Co. Relinquish 
Control— Company Will Become 
More Aggressive in This Country 


NEW YORK, Dec, 31.—With the be- 
ginning of the new year the Century of 
Scotland, which has been operating in 
this country under the management of 
Henry W. Brown & Co. for the past 
19 years, will establish its own chief 
office, with William A. McConnell and 
Walter Stone as joint United States 
managers. Both have been identified 
with it for some time. Mr. McConnell 
is head of its branch in Ireland and Mr. 
Stone assistant manager in this coun- 
try. Mr. Brown will remain as one of 
the United States trustees. Hencefor- 
ward the Century will pursue a more 
aggressive business policy than it has 
hitherto. Its management feels that such 
procedure is fully warranted by the fu- 
ture business outlook. John Hoskins, 
who has been identified with the United 
States branch as general agent, will con- 
tinue and will be given more important 
duties, 
Will Enter Other States 

Now licensed in 21 states, the Century 
plans entering all others, making agency 
connections as desirable openings pre- 
sent. The new arrangement in no way 
interferes with the marine business, 
which is handled separately, nor with the 
all risk floater line, which latter will con- 
tinue under the supervision of W. B. 
Brandt & Co. 

Mr. McConnell, prior to his associa- 
ticn with the Century in 1913, was con- 
nected with the Caledonian in Ireland, 
and hence is very familiar with under- 
writing conditions there. Outside of 
insurance his particular interest is in the 
Rotary movement, with which he is im- 
portantly identified. 

Mr. Stone is a well-known figure in 
fire circles here, having been United 
States manager of the New Zealand and 
of the South British before joining the 
forces of H. W. Brown & Co. in 1925. 
Earlier he was connected with the Law 
Union & Rock and before that in turn 
with the National Union Fire. 

Arrangements for the new departure 
were effected by Henry J. Tapscott, 
managing director of the Century, who 
is now in this country. 


Texas Commission Cases 
to Go Over to February 


AUSTIN, TEX., Dec. 31.—Trial of 
the injunction suits filed in district court 
here by four Dallas companies attack- 
ing validity of the order of the state 
board of insurance commissioners, fix- 
ing maximum agents’ commissions at 
20 percent, is to be postponed again, 
Assistant Attorney Generay Dewey 
Lawrence, counsel for the insurance 
board, announced today. 

The cases had been set for trial Jan. 
6, having been continued to that date 
from the original setting for Nov. 18. 
Mr. Lawrence says that at the instance 
of the plaintiff companies, the trial is 
to go over for setting for the February 
term of court. The companies seeking 
the injunction are the Commercial 
Standard, Gulf, Utility and Atlantic. 


Varney Buys Another Agency 

Cc. W. Varney & Co. of Rochester, 
N. H., who will celebrate their 25th an- 
niversary April 1, announce the purchase 
of the local agency of Harvey D. Smith 
Mr. Varney, head of the agency, has for 
some years been especially active in the 
National Association of Insurance Agents 
and is now regional vice-president for 
the New England states. The Smith 
agency has been in operation for ten 





appointed to review the experience for 
1929. Page 27 


years and represented the Westchester 
and Connecticut Fire. 
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Huge Buildings 
Offer Problem 


Maxson of Continental Makes 
Study of Skyscrapers 


as Fire Risks 
CONGESTED IN NEW YORK 


Use of Metal Furniture Favored— 
Standpipe Protection Weak Link 
in Controlling Fires 





NEW YORK, Dec. 31.—The rapidity 
with which buildings of great height 
have been erected here within the past 
few years and the strong probability that 
still others of like character will be built 
in the near future, presents an interest- 
ing problem to fire underwriters, natur- 
ally affecting as it does their ideas as 
to risk acceptances. Herbert E. Max- 
son, vice-president of the Continental 
and manager of its New York City de- 
partment, has made a particular study 
of the subject, impelled in part by the 
several costly fires that have taken place 
in this type of structure within a recent 
period, and also through a recognition 
of the handicaps to which the fire de- 
partment is subjected in combating 
flames occurring at great distances from 
the street. 

Contents Present Hazard 


While “skyscrapers are not 
turally flammable,” Mr. Maxson 
attention to the obvious fact that “the 
wooden desks, chairs, cabinets, tables 
and partitions they usually contain are 
readily burnable and can generate suffi- 
cient heat to cause considerable damage. 
Under exposure to such heat,” he adds, 
“walls, ceiling and valuable contents are 
certain to be marred or destroyed, as 
the fires that have taken place in sky- 
scrapers have clearly demonstrated. 

“If the practice of using only metal 
furniture and partitions in high build- 
ings became general, the likelihood of 
serious fires gaining headway many 
stories above ground would be greatly 
diminished. 


struc- 
calls 


Over 2,000 Exceed 10 Stories 
vad. ' 


survey reveals that at present 
there are in Manhattan below 120th 
street, over 2,000 buildings exceeding 


10 stories in height; there are 1,850 be- 
tween 10 and 20 stories, 159 between 
20 and 30 stories in height; 32 having 
between 30 and 40 stories, 6 having be- 
tween 40 and 50, 7 with more than 50 
and 3 with more than 60 stories above 
ground. About half of those in excess 
of ten stories have been erected within 
the past decade. 

“The structural changes already made 
and taking place in the mid-town office 
section of Manhattan appear destined 
to give fire underwriters greater con- 
cern than the changes in other areas, 
chiefly because of the extreme heights 
and the fairly close grouping of high, 
costly buildings on narrow . streets 
across which flames might travel in 
case of fire breaking out. 


Need for Stronger Hose 


“Relative to the danger of fire spread- 
ing in these skyscrapers, the weak link 
has been the standpipe protection be- 
cause it is, of course, impossible for fire 
department water towers to throw effec- 
tive streams above the 10th floor from 
the outside. In the Sherry-Netherlands 
Hotel fire and in other instances it was 
revealed that several lengths of the local 
fire department hose collapsed under the 
tremendous pressures necessary to force 





Lamont Sounds 
Optimistic Note 











Although one of the most disastrous 
crises in the history of this country 
occurred this year and there were sub- 
stantial recessions in some business 
activities, American business in 1929 
reached higher levels than ever before, 
Robert P. Lamont, Secretary of Com- 
merce, announces in response to re- 
quests for a statement of conditions and 
prospects for 1930. Domestic trade 
attained new peaks, as indicated by 
department store sales and operations of 
mail order houses and chain stores. 
Commodity prices were steady, with 
only a slight downward tendency, and 
there was no undue accumulation of 
stocks of goods. 


Construction Shows Recession 


The only important branch of busi- 
ness that showed less activity in 1929 
than in the previous year was construc- 
tion, a large part of the decrease being 
chargeable to falling off in residential 
building. 

Secretary Lamont says that this solid 
economic progress was not in any sense 
the result of a boom and that it has 
greatly helped to alleviate the effects of 
the stock market break in October and 
November. Manufacturing showed ap- 
proximately 20 percent increase over 
1923, which was a very active year. 
Automobile production reached the rec- 
ord total of 5,500,000 units in 1929, the 
largest output ever attained. 


Sees Continuance of Prosperity 


Except in certain branches of the con- 
struction industry, legitimate business 
found funds plentiful and reasonably 
cheap, despite a sharp rise in interest 
rates before the stock market crash. 
Following the security liquidation, in- 
terest rates declined to the lowest levels 


in 18 months. 

In summing up, Secretary Lamont 
says, “Broadly speaking, the business 
history of 1929 recorded the continua- 


tion of a movement which has been sub- 
stantially unbroken for an exception- 
ally long period. It is impossibe, of 
course, to forecast what temporary ups 
and downs may occur, but the nature of 
the economic development of the United 
States is such that one may confidently 
predict for the long run a continuance 
of prosperity and progress.” 





Transportation Companies Merged 


Shareholders of the Transportation 
Fire and of the Transportation Reinsur- 
ance of New York, control of which 
was secured by Crum & Forster in 
October, having assented to a merger 
of the two companies, the enlarged com- 
pany, known as the Transportation Fire, 
has a present capital of $2,000,000 and a 
net surplus in excess of $2,500,000. Its 
former officers have been retained, and 
hereafter it will operate in conjunction 
with the other Crum & Forster offices, 
except as to its marine department, 
which will continued to be handled by 


W. H. McGee & Co. 








water through the standpipes to the top- 
most floors, and that there need 
locally for a stronger hose to make con- 
nections between fire department pump- 
ers and standpipe systems in lofty struc- 
tures. 


is 


Must Adhere to Regulations 


“In regard to water tanks and pumps 
for fire fighting purposes, the situation 
calls for strict adherence to depart- 
mental regulations. Furthermore, such 
tanks and pumps should be installed and 
put into commission as soon as prac- 
ticable during construction to safeguard 
the plethora of wood, excelsior and 
other combustible materials exposed to 
ignition from salamanders, open fires, 
plumbers’ torches, smoking and other 





hazards.” 


Gist of Auto Conference 
Modifications Is Given 





NEW YORK, Dec. 31.—Major modi- 
fications proposed by the committee on 
reorganization of the National Automo- 
bile Underwriters Conference, and ap- 
proved with practical unanimity by 
companies writing the fire and theft 
hazards of automobile insurance at the 
general meeting of executives held here 
Dec. 19, have been summarized by the 
committee as follows: 

Revised Recommendations for Under- 


writing Finance Accounts—The recom- 
mendations contained on pages 14-15 of 
the original report were eliminated and 
the revised recommendations as con- 
tained on pages i to n inclusive were 
substituted therefor. The effect thereof 
is: (1) To define a finance account; (2) 


to define a major finance account; (3) to 
clarify the methods by which these may 


be insured as between associate and ac- 
tive members; (4) to provide for con- 
tinuance of finance accounts (other than 
major accounts) as of Dec. 1, 1929. 
* * * 

Acquisition Costs—Paragraph 5 of the 
original report dealing with general 
agencies has been eliminated and the 


entire subject 
functions and 


of general 
their 


their 
compensation is to 


agencies, 


be referred to an appropriate committee 
for future consideration. 
x * xX 

Modification in Method of Selecting 

Directors—Article VI, Section 1, of the 

constitution has been rewritten to afford 


greater 


representation by branch depart- 


ments on the board of directors The 
article as revised and finally adopted 
permits the branch departments in At- 
lanta, Chicago and San Francisco to 





nominate for election by the National as- 
sociation, three directors in addition to 
the chairmen of their respective advisory 
committees. No provision was made for 
such nomination by the eastern branch 
department because the remaining direc- 


tors will undoubtedly be eastern repre- 
sentatives in any event. 
x* * * 


Comprehensive Membership—In 
more clearly to define what 
comprehensive membership, 


order 
is meant by 
the commit- 
tee has added to the provisions shown on 
pages a and b of the report, a recom- 
mendation that an aggregate of $85,000,- 
000 in premiums be considered as a com- 
prehensive membership based on a total 
of about $100,000,000, exclusive of pre- 
miums written by the General Exchange, 
which is cooperating in the new move- 
ment. 
x * * 


and Property 
as finally adopted refers to the 
of directors the question of fur- 
ther cooperation with the casualty com- 
panies in the handling of collision and 
property damage and in the development 


Collision 
report 
board 


Damage—The 


of new methods for underwriting col- 
lision, 
* xk * 

Establishment of Bulletin System— 
Certain recommendations have been 
added providing for a bulletin system 
designed to advise members of matters 
of general interest and to elicit infor- 
mation regarding observance or infrac- 
tions of rules by members; and provid- 
ing further, that already established 
checking or stamping bureaus now 


operating in the respective territories be 
continued, if found effective. 





Urges Concerted Action to 





Collect Balances on Time 


One of the well known state agents in 
commenting on the end of the year bal- 
ance collection situation writes THe Na- 
TIONAL UNDERWRITER as follows: 

“T would like to offer the suggestion 
that field men, by concerted resolution 
discontinue the idea of collecting Sep- 
tember balances by the end of the year, 
and substitute the idea of collecting all 
September balances when they are due, 
or very promptly thereafter, which is 
Nov. 15. The ‘end of the year’ idea is 
a time honored nuisance that fitted in 
with the ‘chronic delinquent’ practice 
that we have been trying to do away 
with. 


Fault of Field Men 


“Field men, for generations I guess, 
have instilled into the minds of the 
chronically slow agents that it is satis- 
factory to get September balances in 
during the last week or two of Decem- 
ber. Now if we would all just stop 
talking along that line and talk nothing 
but paying on time, I believe we could 
root out the idea entirely. If I go into 
an agency around Dec. 1 to collect a 
September balance and allow the agent 
to put me off with a vague promise to 
get the balance to me by say Dec. 23, 
and an hour later another field man 
comes along with more determination to 
collect his balance now, I have put him 








at a disadvantage by allowing that agent | 
to think he can get by with the old stunt | 


of paying by the end of the vear. 
“If we can educate ourselves to the 


determination of getting all September | 


balances in right away after Nov. 15 and 


about ‘the end of the year,’ it wouldn’t 





EDUCATIONAL SECTION 
FOR AGENTS 


Preceding the casualty section in 
this issue there is an educational 
section, which will be found espe- 
cially helpful to agents. 





Scottish Union’s Fiftieth 
Anniversary Is Celebrated 


The Scottish Union & National this 
year is celebrating its 50th anniversary 
of starting business in the United States. 
The company was organized in 1824. 
It is one of the stalwart companies on 
the other side which has maintained a 
splendid agency organization and has 
contributed greatly to the stability of 
insurance in the United States. The 
Scottish Union owns the controlling 
interest in the American Union of New 
York and the Central Union of Jersey 


City. It has built up a large and profit- 
able business in the United States. It 
has over $9,000,000 in assets. The 


United States headquarters are in Hart- 
ford, J. H. Vreeland being United States 
manager, and ‘J. H. McCormick being 
the secretary. Its total annual income 
is over $5,000,000. 


Commissioner Taggart Il 
Col. M. H. Taggart, Pennsylvania in- 
surance commissioner, is in a hospital 
in New York City for a month’s ob- 
servation. He recently suffered an at- 
tack and his physicians recommended 
that he go to the hospital. 








be long until the agents would drop that 
old alibi—and our balance sheets would 
look as good the first week in December 
as they now do by Dec. 20. 


Companies Could Assist 





“The next step, or preferably the first 


3 ; , ind | step, would be for company managers to 
refuse to be drawn into any discussion | 


circularize their field men to the effect 
that it is no longer satisfactory for an 
agent to dally along until the end of the 
year paying his September balance—that 
they expect their field representatives to 


| see to it that September balances are 








paid when they are due, or right away 
thereafter, and that they expect field 
men to have time for something the last 
six weeks of the year beside balance 
chasing.” 
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Sees Move of Farmers to 
Shed Taxes on Companies 


BATTLE EXPECTED IN 1930 


Legislative “Watch Dog” of Carriers 
Declares Attempt to Reduce Pre- 
mium Levy Is Hopeless 


A movement is rapidly growing under 
the surface of things in this country, 
largely because of the demand for some 
form of practical farm relief, to do away 
with all or part of the taxes on farm 
land, and as a consequence all kinds of 
insurance companies face the certainty 
that in a very short time they will be 
forced to fight bills calling for additional 
taxes on Carriers. 

This is the well considered opinion of 
a man whose business it is to look after 
the legislative interests of insurance 
companies. He says this sentiment 
among farmers is becoming increasingly 
prominent in farm journals and is tak- 
ing the form of a movement which as yet 
has no concrete organization, but which 
certainly will spring into the open in 
1930 or 1931 wherever legislatures meet. 
Only about 14 legislatures are scheduled 
to assemble this year as most of the as- 


semblies occur in the odd years. 

States’ Finances Involved 
Financial conditions of most of the 
states have reached so low an ebb, this 
observer says, that there is no possibil- 


ity of eliminating the tax on farm land 
without substituting taxes on some other 


units of society. In fact, he says, the 
farmers are actually urging that the 
money now obtained from levying on 
farms and agricultural property in gen- 


eral be secured by the state through ad- 
ditional corporations. The 
farmers they are operating 
at little aud therefore it is 


taxes 
insist that 
no proht, 


on 


or 


not right to tax them. 

“Farmers appear to be oblivious to 
the fact,” the observer says, “or ‘to ig- 
nore it, that a merchant or other pro- 
prietor of a business in a city who is 
operating at a loss must pay his taxes 
just the same. 

One Class Is Overlooked 

‘There is one class of men who do 
not pay the taxes they should and that 
is mortgage holders. Interest on mort- 


gages is not calculated on a basis of ac- 


tual return and operating cost on the 
ortgaged property, but instead is de- 
pendent purely upon the earning power 


building and 
I have to pay 


money. If I own a 
gage it up to the hilt, 
that building just the same. 
[The man who holds the mortgage goes 
practically free so far as that prop- 
erty is concerned,” 

This man says that the $85,000,000 a 
year insurance premium tax levy of this 
country cannot possibly be eliminated 
or reduced to a point where the return 
will be only so much as state insurance 
departments require for their operation, 
because state governments will fight 
tooth and toenail for every available 
cent of tax as a result of the financial 
extremity in which they find themselves. 
Tax levies have been increasing steadily 
for many years and the amount realized 
from taxes has grown to a tremendous 
sum in every state. In spite of this fact 
state governments have shown larger 
and larger deficits. 


of 
mort 
taxes on 


scot 


Calls It a Losing Battle 


Insurance companies have campaigned 
ceaselessly for a reduction of the pre- 
mium tax to a reasonable basis. Years 
ago when the 2 percent levy was set, it 
was calculated on the basis of a very 
low total of premiums written in the 
various commonwealths. At that time 
the sums realized were approximately 
the amounts required to operate insur- 
ance departments. However, the sale of 
fire insurance has grown to such great 
figures that the original purpose 





Shoe Industry Hazards 
Have Been Investigated 


The United States Chamber of 
Commerce in its current. bulletin 
takes up some of the fire hazards 
of the shoe industry. Its manu- 
facturers’ committee made an in- 
vestigation and points out certain 
specific hazards inherent in the in- 
dustry which can be remedied by 
the adoption of precautionary 
measures. The committee deals 
with such subjects as handling of 
flammable liquids, pyroxyline plas- 
tic, drying and heating blower sys- 
tems, disposition of waste. 











Many Fire and Casualty 
Carriers Get Tax Refunds 


Many fire and casualty companies re- 
ceived nice Christmas presents from the 
government in the form. of refunds in 
large amounts on their income taxes, 
due, it is said, to several recent court 
decisions which have invalidated the 
method under which the Treasury De- 
partment formerly figured assessments. 

The Home of New 


those that benefited most greatly, re- 
ceiving $82,468. The Zurich General Ac- 
cident received $55,633. Others with the | 


amounts of their refunds are: British 
& Foreign Marine, $3,834; Continental, 
$15,798; Crum & Forster, $44,825; 
Eagle, Star & British Dominions, $5,325; 
Equitable Casualty, $6,218; Fidelity & 
Casualty, $797: Fidelity-Phenix, $10,- 
196; General of France, $6,622; Globe 
& Rutgers, $16,732; Home, $82,468; 
Jakor, $16,771; North British & Mer- 
cantile, $18,307; Northern Assurance, 
$6,000; Norwich Union Tire, $3,243; 
Phoenix Assurance, $29,041; Royal, 
es Urbaine of France, $16,751, and 
Fede r al Underwriters, Indianapolis, 
5,485. 


with 
ing 
willing 


the necessity of constantly reach- 
out for more money, have been un- 
to correct the inequity. 


York was one of | 





Far from securing any adjustment on | 


the premium tax to meet changed con- 
ditions, the observer says, it appears cer- 
tain that insurance companies will be 


forced to contest heavy added corpora- 
tion taxes. 


Kuhns in Léfe Business 
for some 
Continental 
assistant 
of the 


Kuhns, 
of the 


Ralph B. 
cial agent 
ana, has become 
ent of agencies 
Frankfort, Ind. 


time spe- 
in Indi- 
superintend 
Peoples Life of 








Griffin Gets Citizens 
for Six of His States 


WILL REPLACE THE FEDERAL 


Rest of the Territory Will Continue to 
Report to Chicago Department 
as Heretofore 


Owing to the fact that the Hartford 
Fire is not renewing its contract with 
the Federal of New Jersey, it has been 
necessary for it to replace Federal 
agents with other companies of its flo- 
tilla. John H. Griffin of Minneapolis 
acted as general agent of the Federal in 
a number of states working in connec- 
tion with the Northwestern Fire & Ma- 
rine and Twin City. He will now act 
as general agent of the Citizens of New 
Jersey for six of the states heretofore 
reporting to the western department of 
the Hartford at Chicago, they being Min- 
nesota, North and South Dakota, Wis- 
consin, Nebraska and Kansas. Illinois, 
Indiana, lowa, Kentucky, Michigan, Mis- 
souri, Ohio, Oklahoma, Tennessee and 
West Virginia will continue to report to 
the Hartford department at Chicago. 
Colorado, New Mexico and Wyoming 
will continue to report to Manager H. 
T. Lamey at Denver. 


Use & Occupancy Bureau 
Is Opened for Service 


A new sort of organization is started 
at ‘Tulsa, Okla., known as the Use & 
Occupancy Service Bureau. It is af- 
filiated with the Fuller Adjustment 
Company. R. C. McCay, Jr., is man- 
ager. He is familiar with manufactur- 
ing processes employed in oil refineries, 
sugar refineries, cotton seed oil mills, 
cotton mills and lumber mills. For a 
number of years he thas had executive 
charge of refineries and gasoline plant 
operations. He has supervised account- 
ing departments. The bureau was or- 
ganized not only to adjust use and occu- 
pancy loss claims but to give advice in 
preparation of proper use and occu- 
pancy contracts and also to make ap- 
praisals of use and occupancy values so 
that an assured may have some concep- 
tion of his exposure to loss. Guy H. 
Fuller is manager of the Fuller Adjust- 
ment Company with headquarters at 
Oklahoma City. 


Minneapolis Agent Dies 


MINNEAPOLTS, Dee. 31.—Willis 
Endsley, secretary-treasurer of the P. M. 
Endsley Insurance Agency, died at his 
home last week. Mr. Endsley was also 
secretary and treasurer of the Minne- 


apolis Savings & Loan Association. 





CONDENSED NEWS OF WEEK 





Much interest in the field as to the 
new lineup in Western Union territory 
Pagel 

* ¢ & 
Western Underwriters Association will 


succeed 


Western 


to the Western 
Insurance 


and 35 
companies 


Union 
3ureau 


joined the new organization Pagel 
* * x 

Hartford replacing Federal with Citi- 

zens of New Jersey in several states. 
Page 2 
* * * 

Reorganization committee of Na- 
tional Automobile Underwriters Confer- 
ence gives gist of modifications proposed. 

Page 3 
* * x* 

Herbert E. Maxson, Continental vice- 
president, makes a study of skyscraper 
risks. Page 3 

et * 

McConnell & Stone have been ap- 
pointed United States managers of the 
Century of London. Page 2 

*x* * x 

Retailers Fire of Oklahoma City will 
he operated as a running mate of the 
Central States Fire of Wichita. Page '!6 

* * * 
Massachusetts Mutual Liability of 


Boston is thrown into receivership. 





has been lost sight of, and states, faced | 


Page 29 





Companies file 
of 16% percent 
souri. 


application for 
in fire rates 


increase 
in Mis- 
Page 5 
* * * 

Cullen of National 
reviews surety situation. Page 27 
* * * 

Laboratories lists year’s 
casualty field. Page 28 
* * 
Stock control of 


Vice-President 
Surety 


Underwriters 
developments in 


the Mayflower Fi- 
delity & Casualty and Mayflower Fire & 
Marine of Newark has been purchased 
by Harold Feilberg, chairman of the 
board of the Equitable Casualty & 
Surety. Page 30 
*x* *k * 
Aetna Life analyzes causes of ac- 
from its 1922-1928 claim data. 
Page 29 


The 
cidents 
*x* * * 


Lincoln Mutual Indemnity 
licensed by 


of Mansfield 
Ohio department. Page 28 
* * x 

Algire of National 
analyzes 1929 burglary business. 
Page 27 


Vice-President 
Surety 


ae 
Special committee of the burglary de- 
partment of the National Bureau of Cas- 
ualty & Surety Underwriters has been 
appointed to review the experience for 
Page 27 


1929. 


Century of Scotland to 
Have Its Own Office 


NAMES M’CONNELL AND STONE 


Henry W. Brown & Co. Relinquish 
Control— Company Will Become 
More Aggressive in This Country 


NEW YORK, Dec. 31.—With the be- 
ginning of the new year the Century of 
Scotland, which has been operating in 
this country under the management of 
Henry W. Brown & Co. for the past 
19 years, will establish its own chief 
office, with William A. McConnell and 
Walter Stone as joint United States 
managers. 30th thave been identified 
with it for some time. Mr. McConnell 
is head of its branch in Ireland and Mr. 
Stone assistant manager in this coun- 
try. Mr. Brown will remain as one of 
the United States trustees. Hencefor- 
ward the Century will pursue a more 
aggressive business policy than it has 
hitherto. Its management feels that such 
procedure is fully warranted by the fu- 
ture business outlook. John Hoskins, 
who has been identified with the United 
States branch as general agent, will con- 
tinue and will be given more important 
duties, 

Will Enter Other States 

Now licensed in 21 states, the Century 
plans entering all others, making agency 
connections as desirable openings pre- 
sent. The new arrangement in no way 
interferes with the marine business, 
which is handled separately, nor with the 
all risk floater line, which latter will con- 
tinue under the supervision of W. B. 
Brandt & Co. 

Mr. McConnell, prior to his associa- 
ticn with the Century in 1913, was con- 
nected with the Caledonian in Ireland, 
and hence is very familiar with under- 
writing conditions there. Outside of 
insurance his particular interest is in the 
Rotary movement, with which he is im- 
portantly identified. 

Mr. Stone is a well-known figure in 
fire circles here, having been United 
States manager of the New Zealand and 
of the South British before joining the 
forces of H. W. Brown & Co. in 1925 
Earlier he was connected with the Law 
Union & Rock and before that in turn 
with the National Union Fire. 

Arrangements for the new departure 
were effected by Henry J. Tapscott, 
managing director of the Century, who 
is now in this country. 


Texas Commission Cases 


to Go Over to February 
AUSTIN, TEX., Dec. 31.—Trial of 
the injunction suits filed in district court 
here by four Dallas companies attack- 
ing validity of the order of the state 
board of insurance commissioners, fix- 
ing maximum agents’ commissions at 
20 percent, is to be postponed again, 
Assistant Attorney Generay Dewey 
Lawrence, counsel for the insurance 
board, announced today. 

The cases had been set for trial Jan. 
6, having been continued to that date 
from the original setting for Nov. 18. 
Mr. Lawrence says that at the instance 
of the plaintiff companies, the trial is 
to go over for setting for the February 


term of court. The companies seeking 
the injunction are the Commercial 
Standard, Gulf, Utility and Atlantic. 


Varney Buys Another Agency 

Cc. W. Varney & Co. of Rochester, 
N. H., who will celebrate their 25th an- 
niversary April 1, announce the purchase 
of the local agency of Harvey D. Smith. 
Mr. Varney, head of the agency, has for 
some years been especially active in the 
National Association of Insurance Agents 
and is now regional vice-president for 
the New England states. The Smith 
agency has been in operation for ten 
years and represented the Westchester 








and Connecticut Fire. 
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Huge Buildings 
Offer Problem 


Makes 





Maxson of Continental 
Study of Skyscrapers 
as Fire Risks 


CONGESTED IN NEW YORK 


Use of Metal Furniture Favored— 
Standpipe Protection Weak Link 
in Controlling Fires 





NEW YORK, Dec. 31.—The rapidity 
with which great height 
have been erected here within the past 
few years and the strong probability that 
still others of like character will be built 
in the near future, presents an interest- 
ing problem to fire 
ally affecting as it 
to risk acceptances. 
son, vice-president of the Continental 
and manager of its New York City de- 
partment, has made a particular study 
of the subject, impelled in part by the 
several costly fires that have taken place 
in this type of structure within a recent 
period, and also through a recognition 
of the handicaps to which the fire de- 
partment subjected in combating 
flames occurring at great distances from 
the street. 


buildings of 


underwriters, natur- 
does their ideas as 
Herbert E. Max- 


is 


Contents Present Hazard 


While “skyscrapers are not 
turally flammable,” Mr. Maxson 
attention to the obvious fact that “the 
wooden desks, chairs, cabinets, tables 
and partitions they usually contain are 
readily burnable and can generate suffi- 
cient heat to cause considerable damage. 
Under exposure to such heat,” he adds, 
“walls, ceiling and valuable contents are 
certain to be marred or destroyed, as 
the fires that have taken place in sky- 
scrapers have clearly demonstrated. 

“If the practice of using only metal 
furniture and partitions in high build- 
ings became general, the likelihood of 
serious fires gaining headway many 
stories above ground would be greatly 
diminished. 


struc- 
calls 


Over 2,000 Exceed 10 Stories 


“A survey reveals that at present 
there are in Manhattan below 120th 
street, over 2,000 buildings exceeding 


10 stories in height; there are 1,850 be- 
tween 10 and 20 stories, 159 between 
20 and 30 stories in height; 32 having 
between 30 and 40 stories, 6 having be- 
tween 40 and 50, 7 with more than 50 
and 3 with more than 60 stories above 
ground. About half of those in excess 
of ten stories have been erected within 
the past decade. 

“The structural changes already made 
and taking place in the mid-town office 
section of Manhattan appear destined 
to give fire underwriters greater con- 
cern than the changes in other areas, 
chiefly because of the extreme heights 
and the fairly close grouping of high, 
costly buildings on narrow _ streets 
across which flames might travel in 
case of fire breaking out. 


Need for Stronger Hose 


“Relative to the danger of fire spread- 
ing in these skyscrapers, the weak link 
has been the standpipe protection be- 
cause it is, of course, impossible for fire 
department water towers to throw effec- 
tive streams above the 10th floor from 
the outside. In the Sherry-Netherlands 
Hotel fire and in other instances it was 
revealed that several lengths of the local 
fire department hose collapsed under the 
tremendous pressures necessary to force 





Lamont Sounds 
Optimistic Note 














Although one of the most disastrous 
crises in the history of this country 
occurred this year and there were sub- 
stantial recessions in some _ business 
activities, American business in 1929 
reached higher levels than ever before, 
Robert P. Lamont, Secretary of Com- 
merce, announces in response to re- 
quests for a statement of conditions and 
prospects for 1930. Domestic trade 
attained new peaks, as indicated by 
department store sales and operations of 
mail order houses and chain stores. 
Commodity prices were steady, with 
only a slight downward tendency, and 
there was no undue accumulation of 
stocks of goods. 


Construction Shows Recession 


The only important branch of busi- 
ness that showed less activity in 1929 
than in the previous year was construc- 
tion, a large part of the decrease being 
chargeable to falling off in residential 
building. 

Secretary Lamont says that this solid 
economic progress was not in any sense 
the result of a boom and that it has 
greatly helped to alleviate the effects of 
the stock market break in October and 
November. Manufacturing showed ap- 
proximately 20 percent increase over 
1923, which was a very active year. 
Automobile production reached the rec- 
ord total of 5,500,000 units in 1929, the 
largest output ever attained. 

Sees Continuance of Prosperity 


Except in certain branches of the con- 
struction industry, legitimate business 


found funds plentiful and reasonably 
cheap, despite a sharp rise in interest 
rates before the stock market crash. 


Following the security liquidation, in- 
terest rates declined to the lowest levels 
in 18 months. 

In summing up, Secretary Lamont 
says, “Broadly speaking, the business 
history of 1929 recorded the continua- 
tion of a movement which has been sub- 
stantially unbroken for an exception- 
ally long period. It is impossibe, of 
course, to forecast what temporary ups 
and downs may occur, but the nature of 
the economic development of the United 
States is such that one may confidently 
predict for the long run a continuance 
of prosperity and progress.” 





Transportation Companies Merged 


Shareholders of the Transportation 
Fire and of the Transportation Reinsur- 
ance of New York, control of which 
was secured by Crum & Forster in 
October, having assented to a merger 
of the two companies, the enlarged com- 
pany, known as the Transportation Fire, 
has a present capital of $2,000,000 and a 
net surplus in excess of $2,500,000. Its 
former officers have been retained, and 
hereafter it will operate in conjunction 
with the other Crum & Forster offices, 
except as to its marine department, 
which will continued to be handled by 


W. H. McGee & Co. 








water through the standpipes to the top- 
most floors, and that there need 
locally for a stronger hose to make con- 
nections between fire department pump- 
ers and standpipe systems in lofty struc- 
tures. 


1s 


Must Adhere to Regulations 


“In regard to water tanks and pumps 
for fire fighting purposes, the situation 
calls for strict adherence to depart- 
mental regulations. Furthermore, such 
tanks and pumps should be installed and 
put into commission as soon as prac- 
ticable during construction to safeguard 
the plethora of wood, excelsior and 
other combustible materials exposed to 
ignition from salamanders, open fires, 
plumbers’ torches, smoking and other 
hazards.” 








Gist of Auto Conference 
Modifications Is Given 





NEW YORK, Dec. 
fications proposed by 
reorganization of the 


31.—Major modi- 
the committee on 
National Automo- 


bile Underwriters Conference, and ap- 
proved with practical unanimity by 
companies writing the fire and theft 


hazards of automobile insurance at the 
general meeting of executives held here 
Dec. 19, have been summarized by the 
committee as follows: 

Revised Recommendations for Under- 


writing Finance Accounts—The recom- 
mendations contained on pages 14-15 of 
the original report were eliminated and 
the revised recommendations as con- 
tained on pages i to n inclusive were 
substituted therefor. The effect thereof 
is: (1) To define a finance account; (2) 


to define a major finance account; (3) to 
clarify the methods by which these may 
be insured between associate and 
tive members; (4) to provide for con- 
tinuance of finance accounts (other than 
major accounts) of Dec. 1, 1929. 
*x* * 
Paragraph 5 
dealing with 
been eliminated 


as ac- 


as 


Acquisition Costs 
original report 
agencies has 
entire subject of general 
functions and their compensation 
be referred to an appropriate committee 


of the 
general 
and the 
agencies, their 


is to 





1 


for future consideration. 
A k * 

Modification in Method of Selecting 
Directors—Article VI, Section 1, of the 
constitution has been rewritten to afford 
greater representation by branch depart- 
ments on the board of directors The 
article as revised and finally adopted 
permits the branch departments in At- 
lanta, Chicago and San Francisco to 


nominate for election by the National as- 
sociation, three directors in addition to 
the chairmen of their respective advisory 
committees. No provision was made for 
such nomination by the eastern branch 
department because the remaining direc- 


tors will undoubtedly be eastern repre- 
sentatives in any event. 
*x* * * 

Comprehensive Membership—In order 


more clearly to define what is meant by 
comprehensive membership, the commit- 
tee has added to the provisions shown on 
pages a and b of the report, a recom- 
mendation that an aggregate of $85,000,- 
000 in premiums be considered as a com- 
prehensive membership based on a total 
of $100,000,000, exclusive of pre- 
miums written by the General Exchange, 
which is 


about 


cooperating in the new move- 
ment. 
x * * 

Collision and Property Damage—The 
report as finally adopted refers to the 
board of directors the question of fur- 
ther cooperation with the casualty com- 


panies in the handling of collision and 


property damage and in the development 


of new methods for underwriting col- 
lision. 
a 

Establishment of Bulletin System-— 
Certain recommendations have been 
added providing for a bulletin system 
designed to advise members of matters 
of general interest and to elicit infor- 
mation regarding observance or infrac- 
tions of rules by members; and provid- 
ing further, that already established 
checking or stamping bureaus now 
operating in the respective territories be 


continued, if found effective. 





Urges Concerted Action to | 
Collect Balances on Time | 


One of the well known state agents in 
commenting on the end of the year bal- | 
ance collection situation writes THe Na- | 
TIONAL UNDERWRITER as follows: 

“T would like to offer the suggestion | 
that field men, by concerted resolution 
discontinue the idea of collecting Sep- 
tember balances by the end of the year, 
and substitute the idea of collecting all 
September balances when they are due, 


or very promptly thereafter, which 
Nov. 15. 

a time honored nuisance that fitted in | 
with the ‘chronic delinquent’ practice 


| 

| 

c, | 

1s 

The ‘end of the year’ idea is | 


that we have been trying to do away 
with. 


Fault of Field Men 


“Field men, for generations I guess, 
have instilled into the minds of the 
chronically slow agents that it is satis- 
factory to get September balances in 
during the last week or two of Decem- 
ber. Now if we would all just stop 
talking along that line and talk nothing 
but paying on time, I believe we could 
root out the idea entirely. If I go into 
an agency around Dec. 1 to collect a 
September balance and allow the agent 
to put me off with a vague promise to 
get the balance to me by say Dec. 23, 
and an hour later another field man 
comes along with more determination to 
collect his balance now, I have put him 
at a disadvantage by allowing that agent 
to think he can get by with the old stunt | 
of paying by the end of the year. 

“If we can educate ourselves to the 
determination of getting all September 
balances in right away after Nov. 15 and 
refuse to be drawn into any discussion 
about ‘the end of the year,’ it wouldn't 





EDUCATIONAL SECTION 
FOR AGENTS 


Preceding the casualty section in 
this issue there is an educational 
section, which will be found espe- 
cially helpful to agents. 











| the 


| Scottish 


| year paying his September balance 


Scottish Union’s Fiftieth 
Anniversary Is Celebrated 


The Scottish Union & National this 
year is celebrating its 50th anniversary 
of starting business in the United States. 
The company was organized in 1824. 
It is one of the stalwart companies on 
other side which has maintained a 
plendid agency organization and has 
contributed greatly to the stability of 
insurance in the United States. The 
Union the controlling 
interest in the American Union of New 
York and the Central Union of Jersey 
City. It has built up a large and profit- 
able business in the United States. It 
has over $9,000,000 in assets. The 
United States headquarters are in Hart- 


owns 


|ford, J. H. Vreeland being United States 
| Manager,r, 


and ‘J. H. McCormick being 
the secretary. Its total annual income 
is Over $5,000,000. 


Commissioner Taggart Ill 


Col. M. H. Taggart, Pennsylvania in- 
surance commissioner, is in a hospital 


in New York City for a month’s ob- 
servation. He recently suffered an at- 
tack and his physicians recommended 


that he go to the hospital. 








be long until the agents would drop that 
old alibi—and our balance sheets would 
look as good the first week in December 
as they now do by Dec. 20. 


Companies Could Assist 


“The next step, or preferably the first 


| step, would be for company managers to 


circularize their field men to the effect 
that it is no longer satisfactory for an 
agent to dally along until the end of the 
that 
they expect their field representatives to 
see to it that September balances are 
paid when they are due, or right away 
thereafter, and that they expect field 
men to have time for something the last 
six weeks of the year beside balance 
chasing.” 
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Carpenter Retires; 
in Field 45 Years 


With 45 
in the fire 


years of continuous service 
insurance field John Drake 
Carpenter, Iowa state agent of the 
Queen, is retiring as of Jan. 1 and will 
take a trip around the world. He and 
Mrs. Carpenter will sail from New York 
Jan. 6. The trip is to cover 38,000 miles 
and includes a visit to 38 foreign coun- 
tries. 

Mr. Carpenter was born at Drakeville, 
Ia., in 1864. His father was one of the 
founders of Drake University and Mr. 
Carpenter graduated from that univer- 
sity in 1884 in the first class to receive 
diplomas at the institution. Immedi- 
ately thereafter he entered the employ 
of the State of Des Moines and four 
years later went with the Merchants 
& Bankers Fire of Des Moines, serv- 
ing as assistant secretary for three 
years. From 1892 to 1895 he was spe- 
cial agent and adjuster for the State, 
with which he had served his appren- 
ticeship. Then for four years he was 
special agent and adjuster for the 
Western Underwriters of Chicago for 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska 
and Missouri. 

Mr. Carpenter entered the employ of 
the Queen April 1, 1900, being assigned 
to Iowa and Nebraska as special agent, 
relinquishing Nebraska in 1907, but con- 
tinuing until his retirement as Iowa 
state agent. After the San Francisco 
earthquake he was sent to that city by 
the Queen, devoting four months to the 
adjustment of losses for both the Queen 
and the Royal, having offices in San 
Francisco. 

He served two terms as president of 
the Iowa Fire Prevention Association 
and was most loyal gander of the Iowa 
Blue Goose for two terms. During the 
world war he served in the bureau of 
mines under Franklin D. Lane, secre- 
tary of the interior. He is trustee of 
Drake University and for many years he 
has been an official of the Drake Relays, 
nationally known sporting event. 


Field for Radium Floated 


Approximately $200,000,000 worth of 
radium, or 10 pounds of the rare ele- 
ment, is required for the present treat- 
ment of cancer in the United States, 
according to a study of the subject con- 
ducted by the Continental. The “ra- 
dium floater” written by that and other 
companies protects the owner of the 
insured radium against los by theft or 
other hazard, provided it is stored and 
transported under prescribed  condi- 
tions, the substance being peculiar and 
requiring special handling. 


McCandless Enters Life Field 


Donald S. McCandless, who was for- 
merly secretary of the Central Federal 
Fire of Davenport, now the Standard 
American Fire, has become a member 
of the firm of McCandless & Spencer, 
managers of the Phoenix Mutual Life 
in Cincinnati. 


Philadelphia Rate Zones 

PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 31.—If 
recommendation of the local plate glass 
managers, arrived at after a series of re- 
cent conferences to consider the rating 
situation, be approved by the governing 
committee of the plate glass department 
of the National Bureau of Casualty & 
Surety Underwriters, to which it has 
been submitted, there will be but two 
rating zones in this city in the future, 
instead of three as now. Under existing 
rules, rates in the defined zones are sub- 
ject to discounts, ranging from 45 per- 
cent off manual for the more hazardous 
district to 62% percent for the best re- 
garded zone. 


the 
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Company Affiliations in the West 








HE complete 


list of companies 


operating in all or a part of so- 


called “Western Union territory,’ 
uistelian to affiliations, corrected up 
to Dec. 31, 1929, is as follows: 


WESTERN UNDERWRITERS ASSN. 


Aetna 

Aetna Fire Und. 
Agricultural 
Albany 

Alliance, Pa. 
Allemannia 
Allemannia Und, 
Amer. Alliance 
American Central 
American Eagle 
American F. & M. 
Amer. F. & M. Und. 
Amer. & Foreign 
Am. Founders, Wis. 
Amer. Nat’l, Ohio 
American, N. J. 
American Und. 
Amer. Union 
Anchor, R. I. 
Anglo-Amer. Und. 
Atlas 

Atlas Und. 
Atlantic, N. C. 
Automobile, Ct. 


Baltimore Amer. 
Bankers & Merch, 
Birmingham, Pa. 
Ben Franklin, Ky. 
Boston 

British America 
grit. & Feder. 
British Und. Agcy. 
Brit. General 


Caledonian 
Caledonian-Amer. 
Caled. Amer. Und. 
California 
Calumet Und, 
Camden,N. J. 
Capital, Cal. 
Carolina 

Central, Md. 

Cent. States, Kan. 
Cent. States Und. 
Chicago F. & 
Citizens, N. 

City of New York 
City, Pa 

Colonial FireUnd. 
Columb. Fire Und. 
Columbia, N. J. 
Columbia, Ohio 
Commerce, N. Y. 
Com’! Union, N. Y. 
Com’1 Union, Eng. 
Commonw’Ith, N. Y. 
Connecticut 
Conn. Und. 
Constitution Und. 
Continental 
Continental Und. 
County, Pa. 


Delaware Und. 
Detroit F. & M. 
Detroit Nat'l 
Dixie 
Duquesne Und. 


Eagle, N. Y. 

Eagle Und. 

Sagle Star & Brit. 
Eastern Und. 
Hast & West 
Empire, N. Y. 
Empire State 
Employers Fire 
English-Am., Und, 
Equitable F. & M. 
Equitable Und. 
Essex 
Excelsior, N. Y. 
Exchange Und. 


Farmers, Pa. 
Federal, N. J. 
Federal Union 
Fidelity-Phenix 
Fidelity & Guar. 
Fire Ass'n. 

Fire & Marine Und. 
Fireman’s Fund 
First American 
First Kentucky 


F. & M. 
Forest City Und. 
Franklin, Pa. 
Franklin Nat. 


General, France 
Ga. Fire Und. 
Georgia Home 
Glens Falls 
Glens Falls Und. 
Globe Fire Und. 


Und. 


Globe, Okla. 
Globe & Rutgers 
Granite State 
Great American 
Great States, Tex. 
Guaranty, R. L 


Halifax 

Hamilton 

Hanover 

Harmonia 

Hartford 
Hawkeye-Des M. Dt. 
Hibernia Und. 
Holland-Amer. Und. 
Home, N. Y. 

Home Und. 

Home F. & M. 
Home, Ark. 
Homeland 
Homeseekers 
Homestead 

Hudson 

Hudson Und. 


Illinois Und. 
Imperial 

Ins. Co. No. Amer. 
Ins. Co. State Pa. 
Insurance Und. 


Jersey Fire Und. 
City F. & M. 


LaFayette 

La Salle, La. 

Law Union & Rock 
Lincoln, N. Y. 

L. & L. & G., Eng. 
London & Provin. 
London & Lanc. 
London & Scottish 
London Assur. 
London Und. 
Louisville F. & M. 


Manhattan F. & M. 
Manhattan Und. 
Maryland 

Mass. F. & M. 

Mech. & Traders 
Merc. F. & M. Und. 
Mercantile, N. Y. 
Merchants, R. I. 
Mercury 
Metropolitan, Ill. 
Mich. Com’! Und. 
Michigan F. & M. 
Middlewest Und. 
Mid-West Dept., Ia. 
Minneapolis F. & M. 
Minnesota Und. 


Natl. Amer., Neb. 
National, Ct. 
National Liberty 
Nat’l Security, Neb. 
Nat’l Standard, Tex. 
National Union 
Netherlands 
Newark 

Newark Und. 

New Brunswick 
New England 

New Hampshire 
New Haven Und. 
N. Y. Fire Office 
New York State 
New York Und. 
Niag.-Detroit Und. 
Niagara 

N. B. & M., Eng. 

N. Car. Home 
Northern,Eng. 
Northern Und. 
North River ' 
N.W.F. & M., Minn. 
Norwich Union 


Kans. 


Occidental 
Ohio General 
Old Colony 
Orient 


Palatine 

Patriotic 
Pennsylvania Fire 
Pennsylvania Und. 
Peoples NatL 
Phenix Und. 
Philadelphia F. & M. 
Phoenix, Ct. 
Phoenix, Eng. 
Phoenix Und. 
Preferred Risk 
Presidential 








Proteetor Und. 
Prov. Washington 
Providence Und. 
Provident Fire 
Provident Und. 
Prudential, Okla. 


Quaker City Und. 
Queen 
Queen City 


Reliable 
Reliance, Pa. 
Retailers, Okla, 
Rhode Island 
Rhode Island Und. 
R. I. Union Und. 
Richmond 
Rochester Amer. 
Rockford Und. 
Royal Exchange 
Royal 

Royal Und. 


Safeguard 

St. Paul F. & M. 
Scottish- Met. 
Scotch Und. 
Scottish U. and N. 
Security, Ct. 
Sentinel 
Seaboard F. & M. 
Southern Fire 
Southern Home 
Springfield F. & M. 
Standard, Ct 
Standard, N. Y. 
Star of N.Y. 


State, Eng. 


Sussex, N. J. 


Tokio M. & F. 
Transcontinental 
Transportation 
Travelers Fire 
Trinity, Tex. 

Twin City 

Union, Buffalo 
Union, Eng. 
Union, France 
Union Und. 

United Amer., Pa. 
United Amer. Und. 
Union Marine 
United Firemen’s 
United States 

U. S. Merch & Ship. 
United States Und. 
Urbaine, France 


Victory, Pa. 
Virginia F. & M. 
Vulcan Und. 


Washington Und. 
Westchester 
Western, Canada 
Western National 
Western, Kan. 
Wheeling, W. Va. 
World F. & M. 


Yorkshire 


BUREAU 


Allegheny F. Und. 


Ben Franklin Und. 
Birmingham, Ala. 


Capital, N. H. 
Cincinnati Und. 
Columbian Nat. 
Concordia 
Dubuque 

Empire State Und. 
Eureka-Security 
Firemen’s N. J. 
Firemen’s Und. 


Girard 
Girard Und. 


Hampton Roads 
Iowa Und. 
Keystone Und. 
Mercantile Und. 


Mechanics, Pa. 
Mechanics Und. 
Merchants, Colo. 
Millers Nat’l 
Milwaukee Mech. 
Milwaukee Und. 


Monarch, O. 
Nat’l-Ben Franklin 
National Reserve 
N. W. Nat’l 
Northwestern Und. 


Ohio Farmers 
Pittsburgh Und. 
Reserve Under. 


Security, Iowa 
Security NatL., 
Standard, N. J. 
Standard Federal 
Superior, Pa. 


Western Und. 
Wisconsin Und. 


Tex. 


NON-AFFILIATED 


Alliance, Eng. 
American Druggists 
Amer. Equitable 
Amer. Constitution 
Amer. Home 

Amer. Colony 

Asso. Federal Und. 
Associated F. & M. 


Bankers & Shippers 
Brit. & For. Mar. 
British Gen. 
Brooklyn 

Bronx Fire 

Buffalo 


Century 
Consolidated F. & M. 
Cosmopolitan, N. Y. 


Equity, Mo. 
Export 


Fidelity Union, Tex. 


Fidelity-Amer., Tex. 
First National 

Fire Ins. Co., Chgo. 
General, Wash. 
Germanic, N. Y. 
Globe, Pa. 

Globe Und. 

Great Lakes 
Guardian, N. Y. 


Importers & Exp. 
Indem. Mut. Mar. 
Independence 
Indiana 
Industrial, O. 
Iowa Fire 

Iowa Nat’l 

Iowa State 


Jefferson, N. J. 
Knickerbocker 
Liberty Bell 


Liberty, Ky. 
Lion Fire 

Long Island 
Louisville Natl. 
Lumberm., Pa. 


Merchants, N. Y. 
Merchants, Ind. 
Merchants, Und. 
Merch. & Mfrs. 
Metropolitan, N. Y. 
Minnesota Fire 
Mohawk, N. Y. 


National F. & M. 
Nat. Guaranty 
National N. J. 
New Jersey 
New York Fire 
Northern, N. Y. 


Pacific 

Peoples, Md. 
Phila. Natl. 
Pioneer, Ill. 
Pioneer Equit. 
Potomac 

Public Fire, N.J. 


Republic, Pa. 
Rocky Mountain 


Safety First, Ill. 
Savannah 
South Carolina 
State F. & M. 
Stuyvesant 
Stuyvesant Und 
Sylvania 


Toledo F. & M. 
Union, Ind. 
Universal, N. J. 
Utah Home 
Washington, N. Y. 


Western, Seattle 
Wolverine 








List Personal Property 


The simplest method of selling bur- 
lary insurance to a skeptical prospect is 
to sit down and list his personal prop- 


erty. Then, 


usually startles him, 


quoted. 
the large 


beside this amount, which 
the rate should be | 
This small rate, compared to 
amount involved, nine times 
out of ten sells the policy. 


An active 


solicitation in a neighborhood where a 
loss has occurred always produces re- 


sults. 


The 
who 


property 
applies 


agent 
properly 
which he knows will get ahead. 


who knows and 
those principles 
Let the 


Sales Training Course in Property Insur- 


anee help you. 
derwriter, 
nati, O 


Write The National Un- 
420 East 4th 


street, Cincin- 


, for descriptive booklet. 





Effect of Changes 
on Communities 


The Grain Dealers Mutual of Indian- 
apolis calls attention to the changing 
conditions in communities due to 
changes in farming. One of its field 
men who had traveled for six years in 
a territory says that in 1923 there were 
162 elevators in operation in five coun- 
ties. Today there are 117, showing a 
loss of 28 percent. Seven have burned, 
nine have been wrecked, 16 have been 
abandoned, and 13 have been sold to 


competitors. One of the officials says: 
“I wonder how many in the business 
realize that such changes are taking 


place in almost every county in the 
middle western grain belt? An analysis 
of the situation discloses that the condi- 
tion but rather due to stock raising, 
a rapidly changing condition of farming, 
not so much away from grain produc- 
tions but rather due to stock raising, 
and diversified production, and that 
more grain is fed upon the farm. The 
building of these 162 elevators was a 
vital factor in the original development 
of agriculture in that particular section. 
As in all other lines of business there 
comes a day when some properties be- 
come obsolete and the original invest- 
ment becomes worthless. Business must 
absorb these losses, or in other words, 
profits should be sufficient to set aside 
a depreciation account large enough to 
absorb the original investment over a 
minimum period of time.” 


REPORT IS MADE ON PONTIAC 





Fire Fighting Facilities Were Investi- 
gated by the Engineers of the 
National Board 


The gross fire loss during the last 
five years in Pontiac, Mich., amounted 
to $796,150, the average loss per fire 
being $549, and the loss per capita $2.79. 
The National Board engineers say that 
with the filter plan in operation the wa- 
ter supply works are mainly adequate 
and reliable. The fire flow is deficient 
in parts of the principal mercantile dis- 
trict. Elsewhere required quantities are 
not generally available. The fire de- 
partment is fairly efficient but it is in 
need of additional companies. The fire 
alarm system is mainly adequate and 
reliable. Severe individual to group 
fires are probable in most of the blocks 
in the principal mercantile district ow- 
ing to the weak construction. Such 
fires should be confined to the group or 
block of origin as the heights are low. 
Several streets are of good width and 
the fire fighting facilities are fairly 
good. In the manufacturing plants con- 
flagrations are improbable. 


REPORT MADE ON ON WAUKEGAN 


National Board Engineers Report on 
the Fire Fighting Facilities 
of the City 





_ The engineers of the National Board 
in reporting on Waukegan, IIl., say that 
the gross fire loss for the last five years 
was $952,913. The average loss per fire 
was $724 and the average loss per cap- 
ita was $4.33. The water supply works 
were found adequate and reliable. Good 
to fair quantities are available in most 
districts but some are affected in certain 
sections by small mains. The fire de- 
partment is very weak. The fire alarm 
system is somew hat inadequate and un- 
reliable. The engineers say that in the 
principal mercantile district severe indi- 
vidual and group fires are probably due 
to the large amount of construction that 
is deficient in fire resistive features, fre- 
quent high winds and the very weak fire 
department. However, no general con- 
flagration is probable, as the heights of 
buildings are low and the streets are of 
good width. In the minor mercantile 
and manufacturing districts the hazard 
is local. 
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Underwriters 
Reviews the 


Laboratories 
Year’s Work 





The Underwriters Laboratories in its 
annual review calls attention to the haz- 
ard of nitro-cellulose film without ade- 


quate measures for protection. The 
Laboratories thave been studying the 
subject, making extensive research on 


the hazards of such films and their con- 
trol. It has made tests for use in deter- 
mining the merits of containers and 
storage receptacles which are advocated 
as a means of controlling the hazard. 
The Laboratories states it is to be ‘hoped 
that the slow burning cellulose acetate 
films will largely dispiace the older and 
more hazardous forms. 


Protection of Vaults 


Progressive work has been done in 
the development of specifications for 
construction and protection of vaults 
both for safeguarding valuable records 
and the protection of merchandise of 
kinds in which relatively large values 
are concentrated within small volumes. 
Tests have been made of vault doors of 
types in the construction of which spe- 
cial attention was given the provision 
against transmission of heat from an 
exposing fire into the vault. Specifica- 
tions for construction of record store 
rooms have created a demand for classi- 
fied record room doors possessing fire 
resistance in keeping with the store 
room specifications, but in lesser degree 
than those classified for use on vaults. | 





Roof Protection 


Developments in the field of roof pro- 





| Work 


year by the sprinkler division in the in- 
vestigation of coated sprinklers. In sit- 
uations where atmospheric conditions 
are unfavorable to long life of unpro- 
tected sprinklers devices having various 
forms of coating are employed to pro- 
tect them from corrosion and conse- 
quent rapid deterioration. 


Sprinkler Records Given 


In the sprinkler field the records of 
the National Fire Protection Associa- 
tion covering a period of 33 years show 
that in 26,955 fires or 67.4 percent of the 
total, all were practically or entirely 
extinguished and fires were held in 
check in 11,437 cases or 28.5 percent of 
the total. Thus the total satisfactory 
records cover 95.9 percent of the fires 
on which sprinkler data are available. 

During the year the electrical depart- 
ment has investigated a very consider- 
able number of radio receiving appli- 
ances and has been called upon to in- 
vestigate a considerable amount of 
sound recording and reproducing appa- 
ratus, both of the type which is em- 
ployed in commercial motion picture 
houses and of the portable type. 


Portable Fire Extinguishers 


A large amount of work thas been 
done with special forms of portable fire 
extinguishers and systems particularly 
of the type employing carbonic acid gas. 
has been started in connection 
with the problem of protecting airplanes 
from fire. 





lation in the case of exterior walls and 
to accommodate traffic into and out of 
buildings and between segregated areas 
within buildings. 


HOLD COMPANY CAN DEDUCT 
UNPAID NOTE INSTALLMENTS 


Where cash was paid and a promis- 
sory note executed for the premium on 
a policy of fire insurance for a period of 
five years, the note being made payable 
in four equal annual installments, with- 
out interest, which stipulated that, in 
case of loss, the company was author- 
ized to deduct from the amount of such 
loss the entire amount of unmatured 
installments of such note, and also pro- 
vided that the company should not be 
liable for any loss which occurred while 
any installment was unpaid and past 
due, and that the policy should lapse 
until payment was made to the com- 
pany, when, during the first year of the 
period, the property was destroyed by 
fire, held that the company was entitled 
to deduct from the amount due under 
the policy the unpaid installments of 
the note, as therein provided. Yarnell 
vs. Mechanics, Sup, Ct. Ark. 


Sussex Is a Member 

The Sussex Fire of Newark has 
made a member of the Western Unioa, 
or now the Western Underwriters As- 
sociation, Arthur H. F. Schumm, vicé- 
president and general manager, being 
the member. Associated with the Sus- 
sex are the Essex and Ajax. This group 
is now owned by the Eagle Fire of New 
Jersey, a reinsurance company. 


beeh 


Brewster With “United States Daily” 
A. I. 





Companies Seek Raise 
in Missouri Fire Rates 





WANT 16% PERCENT ADVANCE 





Declare the Business Is Now Being 
Conducted at a Loss in 
the State 
ST. LOUIS, Dec. 31.—The Missouri 


Inspection Bureau acting for 214 stock 
companies on Dec. 30 filed with Super- 
intendent Thompson at Jefferson City 
an application for a 16% percent in- 
crease in fire, hail, lightning and wind- 
storm insurance rates effective Feb. 1 
if approved by the department. The 
new schedules would replace the rates 
filed Aug. 9 last when the companies 
under protest accepted the 10 percent 
reduction ordered by former Superin- 
tendent Hyde in October, 1922, and 
made effective by the companies as of 
Feb. 1, 1928. Waterworth & Terry, 
managers of the bureau, in a letter ac- 
companying the application for higher 
rates contend the companies have been 
operating at a under the present 
schedule. Pending a thorough examina- 
tion of the data on premiums collected 
losses paid, expenses, etc. filed by the 
companies, Superintendent Thompson 
declined to comment on the bureau's 
application. 


loss 


Louisville Board Meeting 


LOUISVILLE, Dec. 31.—The Louis- 
ville Board has scheduled its annual 
meeting for Jan. 8. Frank H. Brown, 
president, served about a half of the 

| unexpired term of A. G. Chapman, who 











This is a full-rate 











3rewster, for several years | resigned in 1928, and served a full term 
tection have prompted special attention The Laboratories states that much | editor of the “Insurance Almanac and | through 1929. 
to devising test methods for determina- | fire testing has been done in the equip- | Encyclopedia,” published by the “Week-| The board’s school suspended its 
tion of weathering qualities of roof cov- | ment for protection of openings which | ly Underwriter,” has joined the staff of | meetings on Dec. 24, and Dec. 31, be- 
ering material. the structural barriers must necessarily | the “United States Daily” of Washing- | cause of the holidays, but will resume, 
Much time has been given during the ' provide to admit light and afford venti-' ton, D. C. Ly Jan. 7. 
PATRONS ARE REQUESTED TO FAVOR THE COMPANY BY CRITICISM AND SUGGESTION CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 12018 
a \ 
CLASS OF SERVICE ‘ SIGNS 
DL = Day Letter 


Telegram or Cable- 

unless its de- 
erred character is in- 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced- 
fun: the address. 





ue 








CARLTON, PRESIOENT 





UNION 


NM = Night Message 





NL = Night Letter 





LCO = Deferred Cable 





CLT = Cable Letter 








4. C. WILLEVER, rine? vice: 


WLT = Week-End Letter 
pee 


























Always 








Ic ARL M. 


HUNT, STATE AGE NT. 





| 


| 


ert vl ARV Li N 


BLDG DALLAS TEX= 


‘ 








OUR FIELD 


JEN HAVE SOLD 


NET EARNINGS POLICIES 


‘Tie Gling timo as chown in the date line on full-rate tolgrame and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination es shown on all memages, in STANDARD TIME 


Received at W. U. Bldg., Cor. Main & Pearl Sts., Dallas, Texas 
br 58 DL=PU NEWARK NJ 12 1110A | 





IN NINETY | 





EIGHT DIFFERENT AGENCIES STOP 


1F ANY AGENT 


IN YOUR 








TERRITOR 


Y BELIEVES THIS LUCRATIVE 





HIS 


LOCALITY HAVE ONE OF OUR FOUR TEXAS FIELD | 





REPRE 


SENTATIVES 


IMME 





SELLING OWE 


IN HIS PRESENCE 





re 


SALE SiME N= 


— 


TRAINED 





|THE 


AMERICAN | NS CO.) 








STOP OUR FIELD | 


LINE CANNOT BE SOLD IN | 


EDIATELY DISPROVE THIS BELIEF. BY 


MEN AS YOU | 


J 


— wiry - 














6 


THE NATIONAL 


UNDERWRITER 


January 2, 1930 











NEWS OF THE COMPANIES 








JOINS CORROON & REYNOLDS | 





Liberty Bell Is Relinquished by Henry 
W. Brown & Co. and United 
With Large Group 





The underwriting management of the 
Liberty Bell of Philadelphia has been 
transferred to Corroon & Reynolds of 
New York. Henry I. Brown of Henry 
W. Brown & Co. will continue as presi- 
dent. Henry W. Brown & Co. sold the 
Independence Fire to the Independence 
Indemnity. They then organized the 
Liberty Bell to operate as a member of 
their fleet. The others were the Assur- 
ance Company of America, Century of 
Scotland and the British General. The 
merger of the Assurance Company of 
America with the Northern of New York 
and the purchase of the British General 
by the Commercial Union, which took 
over the management in this country, 
left the Brown office as United States 
managers of only two companies. They 
are giving up the management of the 
Century, and hence it seemed desirable 
also to transfer the underwriting man- 
agement of the Liberty Bell. This will 
allow the firm to devote all its time to 
its agency and brokerage interests. 

One of Largest Fleets 


Corroon & Reynolds operate an im- 
portant fleet of companies, the American 
Equitable, Knickerbocker, New York 
Fire, Bronx Fire, Brooklyn Fire, Long 
Island Fire, Metropolitan Fire of New 
York, Independence Fire, Sylvania, Re- 
public Fire, Globe of Pittsburgh, Mer- 
chants & Manufacturers Fire, Jefferson 
Fire of Newark, State Fire & Marine of 
Peoria. This fleet is one of the most 
formidable in the country. 








| 


WILL JOIN CENTRAL STATES 





Retailers Fire of Oklahoma Will Be 
Operated as Running Mate of 
Wichita Company 





WICHITA, KAN., Dec. 31.—The 
Retailers Fire of Oklahoma City will 
be operated as a running mate of the 
Central States Fire of Wichita accord- 
ing to an announcement of Roy E. 
Eblen, president of the Central States, 
who will be manager of the Retailers 
Fire as well. 

While the expansion of the Retail- 
ers and the underwriting will be under 
the supervision of Mr. Eblen at Wichita, 
the corporate identity of the company 
will remain in Oklahoma City. A. M. 
Greiner is president of the Retailers. 


Facilities to Be Increased 


The change in management was made 
for the purpose of increasing the facili- 
ties of the Retailers to its agents, broad- 
ening its scope of operation, and open- 
ing up new lines to be written, which 
enlarges the value of the company to 
its present representatives. 

The Retailers Fire was incorporated 
in 1910, and is the oldest fire company 
in Oklahoma. It is well entrenched 
in its home state, besides being fairly 
well planted in 12 states, including 
Texas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, Kansas, 
Colorado, Wyoming, Nebraska, Iowa, 
Minnesota, North Dakota, South Da- 
kota, and Missouri. 


Present Force to Continue 


The present officers and field forces 
will continue as in the past, according 
to Mr. Eblen, with the exception that 
the field men will report to Wichita. 





A number of the office employees are 
being transferred to Wichita also. 

The Central States is a member of the 
Phoenix of Hartford group. 





Gibraltar Fire 


Incorporation under the New York 
laws is being sought for the Gibraltar 
Fire, one of a group of companies of like 
title being organized by the American 
Corporation of Delaware. The New 
Jersey company has already been formed 
and applications to incorporate have 
been filed in Pennsylvania and other 
eastern states. 





Associated Group 


Indications are that final figures of 
companies in the Associated group of 
San Francisco will be larger than an- 
ticipated a short time ago, with gross 
premiums running close to $4,000,000. 
The Associated Indemnity will account 
for approximately $3,300,000 of this 
amount, with the Associated Fire & Ma- 
rine, which is less than a year old, pro- 
ducing net premiums of $350,000. Pre- 
miums for the fire department of the 
group in its entirety, which includes the 
general agency of the American Equita- 
ble, Lafayette and Republic, will run 
close to $600,000 gross. 

The Associated Fire & Marine, which 
was launched Jan. 1, 1929, now operates 
in 12 states and has applications pending 
in Idaho and Oklahoma. 





Seaboard F. & M. 


After 12 years experience in the fire 
field, the Seaboard Fire & Marine of New 
York City will take up ocean and in- 
land marine lines, the new department 
to be under the management of Apple- 
ton & Cox, which organization in addi- 
tion to New York City headquarters 
maintains branch offices at Chicago and 
Atlanta and general agencies at New 
Orleans, Dallas and San Francisco. As 
the Seaboard F. & M. is under the same 
management as is the United States 


branch of the Yorkshire, the facilities 
of the marine department will not only 
be available to agents of the Seaboard 
but to those of the allied offices of the 
Yorkshire, London & Provincial and 
the Yorkshire Indemnity as well. 





Giannini on Fireman’s Fund Board 


A. P. Giannini, chairman of the board 
of the Bank of Italy and its several sub- 
sidiaries, was elected a director of the 
Fireman’s Fund at a meeting of the 
board. Mr. Giannini succeeds George 
A, Newhall, who died last weeek. 





Company Notes 

















Admission to Massachusetts having 
been secured by the Lincoln Fire of New 
York, the William A. Muller Co. has been 
given its Boston agency. 

The Transcontinental and the Frank- 
lin National have been admitted to 
Florida. .The Citizens of New Jersey and 
the Millers Mutual of Alton, Ill, have 
applied for licenses in that state. 


EXPERT INSURANCE SERVICE 





Strictly Kosher Oriental and Yiddo- 
American Home Cooking 
Chinese Kosher Restaurant 
Ming Aarons, Prop. 

Dealer in Sacramental Wines 
(Discretion Guaranteed) 
Weddings and Banquets Served 
Try Our Celebrated Gefiillte Fish Sand- 


wich, a Banquet in Itself 
Open Until 3 A. M. Closed Friday Night 
Dancing 
Music by Li Ginsbourg’s Shanghai 
Serenaders 
Kosher Chop Suey in Cartons to Take 
Home; Surprise Your Wife! 


Rev. M. Mandolowitz, Schochet. 
1274 W. Baltimore St. 
(Also Real Estate and Insurance) 


The National Underwriter Sales Train- 
ing Course in Casualty and Bond Under- 
writing will fit you to get that business. 
Write 420 East 4th street, Cincinnati, O., 
for free descriptive booklet. 














Announcement 


We are pleased to announce the opening of our Rocky Mountain 
Department at Denver, Colorado, on January 1. 
ment will handle the business of The American Insurance Co. of 
Newark; The Columbia Fire Insurance Co. of Dayton; Dixie Fire 
Insurance Co. of Greensboro, and Bankers Indemnity Insurance Co. 
of Newark, for Colorado, Wyoming and New Mexico, with the 
addition of Utah, for The Columbia. 

John L. Reams, who has had twenty-one years of insurance ex- 
perience in this section, will be Manager of the Department, with 
W. T. Christopher as Assistant Manager. 


Special Agent for our Fire Companies, and Orville Moore for our 
Casualty-Surety affiliations. 


THE AMERICAN GROUP 


Administrative Office at Newark, New Jersey 


This new depart- 


Carl Richter will be 
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CHANGES IN THE FIELD | 














WHERRY WITH THE SOUTHERN 





Well-Known Iowa Field Man Is Ap- 
pointed State Agent—Prominent 
in Organizations 





Sim E. Wherry has been made state 
agent for the Southern Fire of New 
York in Iowa and Nebraska. He will 
have his offices at 301 Southern Surety 
building, Des Moines. 

Mr. Wherry was born at Wyoming, | 
Ia., in 1898. He is a graduate of the | 
University of Iowa and was a second | 
lieutenant in the infantry during the | 
world war. 

Mr. Wherry’s insurance experience | 
began when he entered the employ of | 
the Iowa Insurance Service Bureau of 
Des Moines as an inspector, going from 
that work into the employ of the Na- 
tional Fire of Hartford. He has been 
special agent for that company, travel- 
ing in lowa, for the past eight and one- 
half years. 

Mr. Wherry has always been active in 
organization work. He served the Iowa 
Blue Goose as most loyal gander in 
1925 and 1926, at the same time serving 
as deputy most loyal grand gander for 
Towa and Missouri. 








RETURNS TO PACIFIC COAST 





Edward Porep Is Succeeded by R. G. 
Osgood for the North America 
in Western Michigan 





Edward Porep, state agent of the 
North America group in western Michi- 
gan, is being transferred to Seattle, 
Wash., by the company to fill an im- 
portant supervisory position. Mr. Porep 
came from the Pacific Northwest. To 
succeed him in western Michigan, the 
North America has appointed R. G. 
Osgood, of Columbus, O., who will have 
his headquarters at 1107 Grand Rapids 
Trust building, Grand Rapids. He is 
now special agent in Ohio for the Al- 
liance and is a graduate of the fire pro- 
tection course of Armour Institute. 





Fireman’s Fund Changes 


The Fireman’s Fund is making two 
important changes in the northwest. 
Due to the resignation of State Agent 
L. E. Swanson of South Dakota, Henry 
L. Larsen, state agent in North Dakota, 
will have both states. E. St. Claire 
Snyder, who has been state agent in 
southern Minnesota, has resigned and 
John W. Olson, state agent for northern 
Minnesota, now has the entire state. 
Both Mr. Swanson and Mr. Snyder are 
prominent in the work in their states. 





NATIONAL UNION’S NEW MEN 





R. P. Luther Is Appointed State Agent 
in Arkansas and H. E. Reimer 
Pennsylvania Special 





R. P. Luther is appointed state agent 
of the National Union Fire for Arkan- 
sas, succeeding T. M. Beard, resigned. 
He will establish his headquarters in 


the Memphis office of the National 
Union. Practically his entire insurance 


experience was acquired in the south- 
ern department of the Hartford Fire, 
where he served in all capacities from 
office boy to state agent. 

H. E. Reimer is appointed special 
agent of the National Union to super- 


vise northeastern Pennsylvania with 
headquarters at 523 Connell building, 
Scranton, Pa. Mr. Reimer is an ex- 


perienced field man, having served the 
Niagara in the same territory. His 
early experience was gained in the rat- 
ing department of the Underwriters 
Association of the Middle Department. 





Elliott C. Bergen 
Elliott C. Bergen has been appointed 
special agent for the American, main- 
taining the headquarters formerly used 


by Special Agent Bridson, 11 North 
Pearl street, Albany, N. Y. Mr. Bergen 
has spent most of his time in under- 


writing and home office work. During 
the last three years he has had charge 
of the business in eastern New York. 
Mr. Bridson is returning to Long Island 
to do field work there. 





Clyde C. Smith 


Clyde C. Smith of Des Moines is 
appointed state agent in Iowa for the 
State Fire & Marine of Peoria. 

Mr. Smith was formerly executive 
special agent of the Standard Federal 


Fire of Davenport. At one time he 
traveled in Iowa for the Commercial 
Union. In recent years he has con- 


ducted a general agency. 





Herbert W. Puschel 


Herbert W. Puschel, who has been 
appointed special agent in New Jersey 
for the Southern Fire of New York, 
at one time traveled the field for the 
Atlas of London, and had previously 
been connected with the improved risk 
department of the North British & 
Mercantile. 


Mountain States Premium 


Volume Is Well Divided 





DENVER, COLO., Dec. 31.—The 





Walter F. Rapp 


Walter F. Rapp of Columbia, IIl., has | 


been appointed special agent of the Mil- 
waukee Mechanics in Illinois to succeed 


Laurence F. Braman, resigned. He will | 


be associated with State Agent Dan T. 
Smith. Mr. Rapp has had local agency 
inspection bureau and field experience. 
He is a partner in the Rapp Insurance 
Agency, Fred G. Rapp being the man- 
ager. 





F. D. Eubank, C. L. Davis 


Frank D. Eubank of Kansas City, Mo., 
state agent of the Royal group, handling 
Kansas City and the southern section of 
the state, is transferred to St. Louis to 
handle all the Royal group of companies 
in that territory, succeeding Earl W. 
Thomas, who becomes assistant western 
manager of the Southern Fire. To suc- 
ceed Mr. Eubank at Kansas City, Cecil 
L. Davis, state agent in Kansas, is ap- 
pointed. Both men represent all the 
Royal and Queen group. 


total premium volume in the Rocky 
Mountain territory will not be changed 
from that of 1928 to any great extent. 
It is divided, however, in more com- 
| panies because a number of new insti- 
tutions have entered this field, some 
of them being nonaffiliated. A few out- 
| siders have been particularly aggressive 
and have gone out very strongly for 
business. While the premium volume has 
decreased for the companies that have 


been in the field for some years, the 
losses have not been heavy. Very few 
companies complain of a higher loss 


ratio. Because of lesser premium vol- 
ume the expense ratio has gone up to 
some extent. The mountain field com- 
panies have been fortunate in keeping 
up their volume as well as they have. 
There has been intensive competition 
all over the territory. 





Sell your clients complete coverage. 
The Sales Course in Property Insurance 
help will help you. Write The National 
| Underwriter, 420 East 4th street, Cincin- 
nati, O., for free booklet. 
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“Why don’t you tell agents that, in 


your ads?” an agent asked me the 
other day. “I wish I could,” I replied, 
“But for one thing I haven’t quite 
space enough. I'll be glad to call on 
you and tell you however.” 
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GEO. M. EASLEY HAL V. HAYS 


GEO. M. EASLEY AND COMPANY 
GENERAL AGENTS—DALLAS 


“HE PROFITS MOST WHO SERVES BEST” 
Boston Ins. Co. 
Pittsburgh Underwriters 
Patriotic Insurance Company 
Federal Ins. Co. of Jersey City 
Globe Indemnity Co. New York 
Fire & Marine Und. Agency of Automobile Ins. Co. of Hartford 
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Organized 1865 


The RELIABLE FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


DAYTON, OHIO 
Surplus to Policyholders $1,039,042.00 


An independent Ohio Company with a record of more than 60 years of 
honorable dealing with Agents and Assureds 
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Bought—Sold—Quoted 


A 
P. W. CHAPMAN & CO, INC. 


Insurance Stock Department 
115 W. Adams St. 42 Cedar Street 
CHICAGO NEW YORK 























INSURANCE STOCKS 





BOUGHT -- SOLD -- QUOTED 


Mr. Howard W. Cornelius has specialized in 
Insurance Stocks for the past eighteen years, 


Inquiries Invited 


H. W. CORNELIUS & CO. 


105 So. La Salle St. Telephone Randolph 9168 
Chicago 
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CHARLES SINCERE & COMPANY 
231 So. La Salle St. 
Branch Office, Palmer ee 
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Chicago Board of Trade 
Asso. Member, N. Y. Curb Ass’n. 
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New York Stock Exchange 
Chicago Stock Exchange 


Refer to Quotations that appear regularly in 
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CHANGE BY INVESTMENT MEN 


Lewis, Dewes & Co., the investment 
house in Chicago, is liquidating. This 
firm conducted an insurance department. 
Warner S. Conn, one of the partners 
who looked after the insuraince work, 
has gone with Mitchell, Hutchins & Co., 
a well known Chicago brokerage house, 
and will open an insurance department 
there giving full service. H. N. Leissler, 
who has been with Lewis, Dewes & Co. 
handling insurance stocks exclusively, 
goes with the Miller Investment Com- 
pany of Chicago, which also deals in 
insurance securities. He is a brother of 
Insurance Editor John C. Leissler of 
the Chicago “Journal of Commerce.” 

Ss £ 


BIG FIRE CLOSES YEAR 


The Chicago fire record was given a 
heavy dent next to the last day of the 
year when the seven-storv warehouse at 
104th street and Avenue C and 493,000 
bushels of grain stored in the corru- 
gated iron walls were destroyed. The 
owners are Albert Schwill & Co., who 
estimate the damage at $1,000,000, half 
being in damaged grain. The fire started 
in the pent house on top of the elevator. 
Every hydrant within half a mile was 
brought into play to supply the 29 en- 
gine pumpers and a large part of Chi- 
cago’s fire apparatus responded. 

Elevator A of the old plant of Schwill 
& Co. was completely destroyed but it 
is believed there will be some grain 
salvaged. Bartholomay-Darling handled 
the entire ine which was_ scattered 
among almost all companies on the 
street through being placed in the Grain 
Association under a general cover. 
There was $160,000 on building ayd 
$350,000 on contents of the destroyed 
elevator, as well as $50,000 use and oc- 
cupancy. Early estimates of adjusters 





placed the maximum amount of the loss 
at not more than $600,000, and possibly 
less when salvage is realized. Bartholo- 
may-Darling, however, carried  insur- 
ance in their own office on th: Advance 
Milling Company property owned by 
the Schwill company. There was some 
damage to the Advance Milling. In- 
cidentally, a small explosion occurred in 
this plant early the same day as the 
fire in the elevator, resulting in the 
opening of a number of sprinkler heads 
and a small amount of water damage. 
The grain in the burned elevator in- 
cluded 62,000 bushels of malt, 200,000 
barley, 45,000 corn, 182,000 oats and 
4,000 wheat. Bartholomay-Darling also 
carry workmen’s compensation and 
other casualty lines on the plant, where 
three employes were injured, two ser- 
iously. 
*x* * * 

SAMSON WITH GILBERT & GILL 


Emory A. Samson, who has been con- 
nected with the Chicago branch of the 
American Surety and New York Cas- 
ualty, is leaving to become associated 
with the Chicago general agency of Gil- 
bert & Gill, who represent the Ameri- 
can Surety and a large number of the 
very substantial fire and casualty com- 
panies. His work will be in production 
of all lines. 

.2 2 
BEARD & CO. CHRISTMAS PARTY 


Robert H. Beard & Co., Chicago gen- 
eral agents, held their annual Christ- 
mas party, Dec. 23, followed by an elab- 
orate entertainment, dinner and dance. 
More than 80 employes and guests at- 
tended. Frank De Briea, one of the 
company’s brokers, acted as master of 
ceremonies. Some of the vocal and 
musical entertainment was furnished by 
employes. The Carl Schreiber “Trou- 
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USE & OCCUPANCY 
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badours” of cafe and radio broadcasting 
fame furnished entertainment and dance 
music. O. A. Lusk, who is associated 
with the agency and is an uncle of Carl 
Schreiber, is credited with making the 
affair a success. After the dinner-dance 
presents were given to all employes. 
*x* * * 
YOUNG IS EXECUTIVE SPECIAL 
George C. Young, who has for six 
years been counterman in the office of 
Engelhardt & Krogman, has resigned 
to become executive special agent for 
the Robert H. Beard Insurance Agency 
to specialize in developing fire business. 
He will, however, devote considerable 
time also to plate glass and other cas- 
ualty lines, as well as to life insurance. 
Mr. Young, before going with Engel- 
hardt & Krogman, was for 10 years 
with the Springfield Fire & Marine as 
Cook county examiner. 
. e * 
FELLOWSHIP CLUB MEETS 


The Wisconsin Fellowship Club in 
the London & Lancashire organization 
at Chicago held its annual banquet last 
week at which Fred B. Barnes, Wiscon- 
sin state agent of the North British & 
Mercantile and a field man of long ex- 
perience, was the honor guest. The 
members and their guests had a good 
time, enlivened by music. The club, 
which is now in its eighth year, has a 
membership of 10, although many others 
are eligible. Membership is restricted 
to London & Lancashire special agents 
or former specials who have traveled in 
the Wisconsin field. 

* * * 
CHICAGO BROKERS ACTIVE 


The Chicago Insurance Brokers 
sociation will hold a meeting in the 
Chicago Board rooms Jan. 17. At that 
time the attitude of the organization to- 
ward the questionnaire sent out by the 
Chicago Board was to get information 
as to the tenancy of brokers in Class 1 
offices, perquisites allowed, and so on, 
will be taken up. The association has 
taken the ground that it objects to the 
Chicago Board attempting to regulate 
details in any relationship between 
brokers and their offices. The officers of 
the brokers’ association have declared 
that they are perfectly willing to abide 
by the establishment of a regular rate of 
brokerage because that will stabilize 
conditions. Farther than that they do 
not believe the Chicago Board should 
go. The Chicago Brokers Association 
is composed entirely of full time brok- 
ers. It believes that a differential should 
be made in favor of men giving all their 
time to the insurance business. There 
are a large number of brokers that are 
on a part-time basis. 

The Chicago Brokers Association ex- 
pects to call a meeting of represent- 
atives of brokers associations in all 
cities within the next few months. It 
has had favorable responses from a 
number of brokers’ associations in other 
cities as to the desirability of having a 
national organization. 

* * * 


As- 


Joseph Rice, independent 
the Insurance Exchange, Chicago, 
Mrs. Rice have returned from an 
tended visit to Florida and Cuba. 

*x* * * 

S. H. Quackenbush, western manager 
of the Westchester, has gone to New 
York City on a business and pleasure 
trip. 


in 
and 
ex- 


adjuster 





FOR SALE 


Complete set Sanborn’s Fire Maps 
of Minneapolis. Corrected to date. 
Address O-39, The National Under- 
writer. 
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LONG SERVICE RECOGNIZED 


Long service gold medals have been 
presented by Ernest Sturm, chairman 
of the board of the America Fore com- 
panies, to Henry J. Zechlin, secretary 
of the Niagara; James S. King, its 
agency superintendent, and George V. 
Heyward, all of whom have served for 
25 years or more. The presentation was 
made at a dinner given by Mr. Sturm 
to some 150 officers and department 
managers. Mr. Sturm gave to each of 
his guests, as a souvenir of his European 
trip during the past summer, a penknife, 
purchased*in old Heidelberg. In turn, 
Mr. Sturm was the recipient of a finely 
engraved and monogrammed cigarette 
humidor of solid silver from his official 
associates. 

“ss 2 
NATIONAL AGENTS MEETING 


George J. Lieber of Detroit, chairman 
of the advisory committee to consider 
the revision of the constitution of the 
National Association of Insurance 
Agents, and Fred B. Ayer of Cleveland, 
chairman of the committee on solidar- 
ity, will be in attendance at the gather- 
ing of the executive committee of the 
National association in New York City 
Jan. 10-11, and will tell of the progress 
achieved by their respective committees 
iv their assigned tasks. 

2 2 @ 
DEATH OF H,. J. SCHLEY 


In the death on Christmas day of 
Henry J. Schley, adjuster in the metro- 
politan field for the Niagara Fire, the 
company lost an exceedingly valued em- 
ploye, and one whom it will be difficult 
to replace. A native of Indianapolis, 
Mr. Schley was for some years con- 
nected with a local agency in Denver, 
later coming to this city as an attache 
of the loss department of the Great 
American, and leaving it in turn in 1918 
to join the staff of the Niagara Fire. 
Thoroughly informed as to his business, 
Mr. Schley, largely because of his rare 
tact and unfailing good nature, was one 
of the best liked claim men of this city. 

*x* * * 
ZECHLIN HONORED BY STURM 


While Henry J. Zechlin of New York 
City, secretary of the Niagara Fire, 
now one of the America Fore group, 
was recently presented by Chairman 
Ernest Sturm, with a handsome gold 
25-year service medal, it by no means 
measures the length of his association 
with the company, whose employ he en- 
tered as a stripling nearly 40 years ago. 
Indeed, Harold Herrick, former presi- 
dent of the Niagara Fire, once re- 
marked that “when he joined the or- 
ganization he found Henry tucked away 
under a desk.” After several years as a 
clerk in the western department, Mr. 
Zechlin was given the Wisconsin special 
agency, where he made good to such de- 
gree as to induce his appointment as 
agency superintendent, subsequently be- 
coming a junior official and chief aid to 
Vice-President Steele, western manager, 
and again advanced to the secretaryship 
and placed in charge of the metropoli- 
tan district, a post he has satisfactorily 
filled for the past ten years. 





WANTED 


State Agency of a fire insurance company in 
Minnesota by a man of long experience in 
the business and with an important agency 
following. Services available after January 
1. Can show results from start. For further 
particulars and references address, O-40, The 
National Underwriter. 








Situations Wanted—Female 


Bookkeeper—experienced in General Insur- 
ance, capable of taking full charge in large or 
small agency. Neat, pleasing personality, 
capable of meeting public. Ten years’ book- 
keeping experience. References. Address 
0-42, The National Underwriter. 














Open for Special Agents Position 


Man 33 conducting local agency at present 
time in Eastern city desires to make a con- 
nection as Special Agent in Middle Western 
territory. Has A.B. degree and legal educa- 
tion. Address O-41, The National Under- 
writer. 

















Life Insurance is 


ie these days of stress 


the Safest Investment 





us. 
~~ 


definite income regularly, 


you have made. 


A mutual com- 
pany returning 
annual divi- 
dends, and offer- 
ing a policy for 
every need. 








LiFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


ms 


Ideal Savings and Investment Plan for Average Person 


If you are unable to complete payments, you receive 
a fair settlement of your equities. 


Should you be permanently disabled, you receive a 


and your insurance is con- 


tinued without further payment. 


If financial accommodation is needed, your policy 
can be used to tide you over. 


Your beneficiary will receive in full the amount 
you have decided upon, no matter how few payments 


If you live, you will receive the amount yourself. 


To thousands life insurance, used as a savings and 
investment plan, is giving financial independence. 
the viewpoint of availability for every individual, 
safety and permanent value, certainty of return, easily 
carried cost, and control by the investor—it is a solid 
rock on which to build personal and family security. 


From 
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STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA 


PHILADELPHIA, PA 
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The Year in Insurance 


The 


“spotted’ 


1929 well be called a 


year from the 


year can 
insurance stand- 
point, viewing the business as a whole. 
Life insurance shows a fair increase in 
The 
companies 
market 


and its 


production. mortality ratio with a 
increased. 
its 
crash affected life insur- 
During the long bull market peo- 


number of has 
The 
ascent 
ance. 
ple 
tion 


stock situation both in 


became more interested in specula- 
life 
was too slow. 


than they did in purchasing 


insurance. Life insurance 
In fact, 
on their life insurance policies to secure 
funds to get into the Many 
producing agents inter- 
ested in playing the market than they 
did in their tasks. The 
minds of the people seemed to swing 


thousands of people borrowed 


market. 
became more 
working at 


away from conservatism toward specu- 
lation. 

Then when the crash came additional 
thousands compelled to rush to 
life insurance 
further funds 


were 
their policies to 
the tide. 
has been a large amount of special term 
life 


secure 
to stem There 
insurance written since the bottom 
fell out of the market in order to bridge 
the gap and to furnish protection which 
had been greatly weakened by the sharp 
decline in security values. Men real- 
ized that their estates were worth far 
less than they were a few months ago 
Hence they returned to life insurance to 
partly assist in restoration. As soon as 
people adjusted, undoubtedly 
life insurance will see an upward swing 


become 


because the minds of the people are now 
far more conservative. The laws of the 
United States limit companies in this 
country to the most conservative invest- 
ments. Common stocks are not per- 
mitted. The market situation, therefore, 
did not affect life insurance companies 
so far as depreciation in assets was con- 
cerned. 

Many 


fire and casualty 


have seriously 


companies, 
felt the market 
numerous cases 
their investments to a large extent were 
in stocks that felt the blow. A number 
of new institutions had been organized 
largely due to the buoyant condition in 
the stock market. There 

trading in insurance stocks 


however, 


condition because in 


lively 
this 


was 
and 


for 
so much in 


demand 
institutions, not 
the 
field. 


ance 


caused a seemingly more 
to function 
the 


prevailed 


underwriting as in investment 
The that insur- 
companies through gathering thou- 


theory 


sands of premiums created a fund which 
could be used advantageously in invest- 
that would quickly 
many companies 


ments 

In fact, 
show tremendous 
banking 
trade 
whelmed 


appreciate. 
were able to, 
earnings in their 
The so-called 
almost 
the magnitude of 
the investment side of companies. These 
newer together with the 
greater momentum of the old ones cre- 


departments. 


operations were over- 


because of 
institutions 


ated throughout the entire country very 
sharp competition which tended to force 
upward acquisition cost. 

From an underwriting standpoint fire 
insurance companies fared quite well 


1929. The loss ratio was normal. There 
was no devastating tornado, although 
the farm insurance companies found 
that scattered storms in different sec- 
tions levied quite a toll on the ex- 
chequer. So far as increasing premiums 
is concerned but few companies will 
show a change. In fact, if a company 


is breaking even it feels that it has done 
well in the face of greater competition. 
Underwriters will seldom 
the the forthcoming 
statements of 
effect 


watch, as 


they have in past, 


financial companies to 


ascertain the of the stock market 
crash. 
Casualty 


been 


have 
same 
far 
New com- 
panies have made a strong bid for busi- 


and surety companies 
the 


companies so 


confronted with about 


conditions as the fire 


as competition is concerned. 


ness which has tended to increase insur- 
of the bidding both 
for agents and business. The aggregate 
will be considerably 
year but it will be divided 
There is little 
underwriting 


ance cost because 


premium income 
larger this 
among more companies. 
the 
compensation 


change in conditions. 


W orkmen’s insurance is 


still written at a loss. With securities 
at a far lower level, much greater 
attention will now be given to under- 


have taken 
stock market 


writing. Many companies 
sharp punishment in the 


in recent months. 
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Daniel David McInroe, well known 
local agent at Brownwood, 71k, @ S 
teacher of one of the largest Sunday 
school classes in the state. There are 
140 names on the roll. He has a build- 
ing and loan company and is prominent 
in the local band. 


Robert B. Forsyth, 
Wyoming department, is making rapid 
recovery ae the severe illness which 
has confined him to the Illinois Central 
hospital in Chicago for some time. Mr. 
Forsyth, a former insurance commis- 
sioner of Wyoming, expects to leave 
the hospital and return to his home in 
Cheyenne about Jan. 15. 


examiner for the 


Manager John N. Brushingham of the 
Travelers Fire in Milwaukee has been 
patronizing the cigar stand in the First 
Wisconsin National Bank building, 
where his office is located. In fact, the 
cigar dealer has had to replace his 
stock. This is all due to the arrival of 
Blanche Brushingham, a brand new 
daughter. 


Donald W. Tidrick, who is connected 
with the Western Adjustment in Cleve- 
land, and Miss Lucile Offiner were mar- 


ried a few days ago _ Cleveland. The 
groom is a son of R. Tidrick of Co- 
lumbus, who is pkg agent for the 
Springfield. 

In an address at | the annual banquet 


of the National Aid Life in Oklahoma 
City, Governor William J. Holloway of 


| Oklahoma paid tribute to Commissioner 





Jess G. Read. He said that he had of- 
fered Mr. Read several state offices 
which came under his appointive juris- 
diction, some of which were far more 
lucrative than that of head of the insur- 
ance department, but Mr. Read has per- 
sistently refused the appointments be- 
cause he felt it his duty to keep on with 


the work in which he was engaged. Mr. 
Read's friends are urging him to be a 
candidate for reelection next year. 


newly appointed Vir- 
ginia state corporation commissioner, 
has insurance and banking included 
among the subjects assigned him in the 
realignment of work among the three 
members of the commission. Commis- 
sioner W. M. Fletcher formerly had in- 
surance allotted him. Each new com- 
missioner for the past several years has 
fallen heir to these two subjects upon 
becoming a member of the body. 


George C. Peery, 


Commissioner Albert S. Caldwell of 
Tennessee was in Richmond last week 
spending a day with Col. Joseph Button, 
former Virginia commissioner, discuss- 
ing with him some of the details of the 
office of secretary-treasurer of the Na- 
tional Convention of Commissioners. 
Mr. Caldwell succeeds Colonel Button 
in this office. 

Billy Banta, 15-year old son of George 
A. Banta. Virginia special agent of the 
New York Underwriters, was one of the 
Eagle Scouts from Richmond who at- 
tended the International Boy Scouts 
Jamboree in England. At the last 
weekly luncheon of the Virginia field 
men, Billy appeared before them, re- 
lating some of the interesting experi- 
ence of his trip. 


When L. H. Simonton, manager of 
the Mountain States Inspection Bureau, 


returned to his office from lunch the 
other day, he was greeted by the large 
corps of engineers and office assistants 
who have served with him during the 
11 years of his managership. They pre- 
sented him with a handsome walrus 
traveling bag and brief case to match. 
The group presented Mrs. Simonton 


with a dozen of her favorite Gaby roses 
and a box of candy. Mr. Simonton also 
received a letter from the sub-committee 
of the managing committee expressing 





deep appreciation of his valued services 
and regret in his decision to leave the 
bureau. He became a member of the 
firm of Braerton, Simonton, Brown, 
general agents, Jan. 1, and is succeeded 
by W. J. Kulp, who has been assistant 
manager of the bureau for many years. 

The 
of Los 


Lion Assurance 
elected W. W. 
Webb vice-president. Mr. Webb has 
been manager of the underwriting de- 
partment since April and has been en- 
gaged in fire insurance work since 1905, 
when he entered the business at Lan- 
sing, Mich., with A. D. Baker, western 
manager for the Boston and Old Col- 
ony. Later he removed to Canton, O., 
where he established the local agency 
of the Webb-Broda Company, his inter- 
est in which he disposed of two years 
ago when he went to California. 


directors of the 
Angeles have 


C. A. Ludlum, vice-president of the 
Home, who retired from office at the 
end of the year, will hereafter have his 
business headquarters at 11 West 42nd 
street, New York. 

Guy Fuller, manager of the Fuller 
Adjustment Company of Oklahoma City, 
believes in action when it comes to se- 
curing business. While returning home 
recently he noticed smoke emerging 
from one of the new houses in the 
Nichols Hills addition. He immediately 
turned in the fire alarm, found the owner 


and secured the contract for adjusting 
the loss before continuing his homeward 
journey. 


John W. Barrett, chief inspector in 
the Critchell, Miller; Whitney & Bar- 
bour agency in Chicago, has been given 
an emblem of honor and distinction by 
the Cook County Association of Con- 
glomerated & Contaminated Grand- 
fathers of which Thomas E. Gallagher 
is chairman of the board. It came to 
light at the meeting of the grandfathers 
that Mr. Barrett had eight grandchil- 
dren. This brought out many enco- 
miums from the grandfathers who had 


not reached that record. Mr. Barrett 
was formerly inspector in the Chicago 
Board, going to the Critchell office 


about 25 years ago. 

Assistant Western Manager W. K. 
Maxwell of the Hanover Fire in Chicago 
and Mrs. Maxwell spent a number of 
days during the holiday season at their 
old home at Lincoln, II. 


William Schaefer, vice-president of 
the Empire Fire of New York City plans 
making an agency trip that will take 
him to the west ccast early in the new 
year, its purpose being to gain a close- 
up picture of underwriting and general 
business conditions in various sections 
of the country, and to stimulate the in- 
terest of agents in his company. 

Congratulations are being sent Her- 
bert Seitz, Oklahoma state agent for the 
American Central Fire, due to the ad- 
vent of his first grandchild. She ar- 
rived at the home of his daughter and 
son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. James Down- 
ing of Tulsa. 


Herbert F. Blood of Boston, special 
agent for the Westchester in New Eng- 
land, died in Augusta, Me., where he 
had gone to spend the holidays with his 
daughter. 


Vice-President F. B. Luce of the 
Providence Washington is spending the 
Christmas holidays in Chicago visiting 
his daughter. He is also conferring with 
his Western department officials. 


C. R. Tuttle, western manager of the 
North America, is spending the holiday 
season at Los Angeles. He will return 
to his office the latter part of next week. 
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“The Motor Truck Merchandise 
Floater insures the shipper or carrier 
against loss if the truck contents 
are damaged or destroyed in transit 


The AMERICA FORE GROUP of Insurance Companies 


THE CONTINENTAL INSURANCE COMPANY FIDELITY-PHENIX FiRE INSURANCE COMPANY NIAGARA FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


AMERICAN EAGLE FirE INSURANCE COMPANY FiRST- AMERICAN FiRE INSURANCE COMPANY MARYLAND INSURANCE COMPANY OF DELAWARE 
ERNEST STU RM . Chairman of the Board 


Eighty Maiden Lane, Ee PAUL L. HAID. President SS New York ’ N.Y. 


THE FIDELITY AND CASUALTY COMPANY 
ROBERT J. HILLAS. President 
NEW YORK ele CHICAGO —~ SAN FRANCISCO ——_~ DALLAS Z MONTREAL 
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USES MONTHLY PAYMENT PLAN 





Dayton Organization Adopts Budget 
Plan—A dvantages and Finance 
Charges Given in Circular 





The Anderton - McCabe - Shepherd 
Company of Dayton is now writing in- 
surance on the monthly payment plan. 
In a circular descriptive of the plan, 
called the “Insurance Budget Plan” the 
agency emphasizes that it is possible for 
the insured to “insure today, time to 
pay. Our insurance budget payment 
plan provides immediate insurance pro- 
tection and convenient monthly pay- 
ments.” 

Here are the advantages for the cus- 
tomer as outlined by the Anderton-Mc- 
Cabe-Shepherd Company: “You use in- 
surance by the month, the same as your 
telephone or light; why not pay the 
same way? Insurance premiums are 
correctly an operating expense, and 
should be paid out of income—not out 
of principal. You can use your money 
for capital expenses, such as home im- 
provements, education, etc. You are 
notified monthly of your premiums due. 
You need no endorsers or references. 
Entire transaction strictly confidential. 
No chattel mortgage or other encum- 
brances. No delay or waiting of any 
kind —insurance effective immediately. 
All forms of casualty and fire insurance 
and bonds placed in most reputable and 
unquestionable companies.” 

In the circular a typical example of 
the way in which a premium may be 
handled is given. No down payment is 
required except the service, interest and 
finance charge and the first monthly 
premium payment is paid on the cus- 
toniary 30-day basis. Here is the table 
showing the way a $50 premium may be 


paid: 

Months Monthly Finance 
to Pay Payment Charge 
POCR ccccccccecccve $1.50 


eee e 6 $12.50 . 
ceee 8.33% 2.00 


BIS scccccccvcscscces 


WIG ccccccscsccccccccce GSS 2.50 
TOM cdccceccccccccececce Mee 3.00 
PWEEVE cccccsccesucecese GET 3.50 





Continue Insurance Code Work 


At the meeting of the executive com- 
mittee of the Ohio State Bar Association, 
at Canton, the insurance code committee 
was continued and authorized to prepare 
and submit a revision of the laws per- 
taining to insurance. 

Chairman Benoy was present at the 
meeting of the committee and announced 
that progress had been made on the 
work the preceding year and expressed 
the hope that the code would be ready 
for submission to the association and 
for the consideration of the next gen- 
eral assembly. A meeting of the com- 
mittee has been called for Jan. 11. 





Field Clubs Meet Jan. 7 
The Ohio Union and Bureau field clubs 
will hold meetings Jan. 7 at Columbus. 


Will Inspect Beckly 


The West Virginia Fire Underwriters 
Association will inspect Beckly, Feb. 13. 


Launch Fire Control News Bureau 


The Ohio Fire Control News Bureau 
has been organized at Columbus for the 
purpose of disseminating news matter 
in regard to fire prevention and to urge 
cities and business enterprises to take 
every possible precaution against fire. 
The bureau is intended to act as a news 
outlet for all fire insurance and fire pre- 
vention organizations in the state. Capt. 
J. J. Conway of Cincinnati, superintend- 
ent of the Cincinnati Salvage Corps is 
honorary chairman. By means of news 
stories the bureau hopes to encourage 
cities to install sufficient fire apparatus, 





hose and other equipment and urge own- 
ers of large buildings to equip the struc- 
tures with devices for preventing fires. 


Ohio Losses of Week 


The Meyers Park Hotel near Canton 
was destroyed by fire, the damage being 
put at $35,000. Loss of $160,000 was 
caused by a fire in the plant of the Em- 
ery Thierweckter Milling Company at 
Oak Harbor, O. 

When the Consumers Wholesale Sup- 
ply Company’s plant at Akron was swept 
by flames a loss estimated at $25,000 
resulted. The plant was in the center 
of the city and a general alarm was 
sounded. 

The Athens Ice & Cold Storage Com- 





pany at Athens, O., lost $30,000 when its 
plant burned. Much fruit was ruined. 


Ohio Notes 


Morris Beim has been appointed re- 
ceiver for the Thorp Insurance Agency, 
83 South High street, Columbus, O. It is 
charged that the business had been 
se to the Atlas Underwriters, 
ne. 

Frank J. May has been appointed chief 
of the fire department at Mansfield, suc- 
ceeding William H. Remy, resigned. 
Conditions in Mansfield were criticized 
in a recent report of the National Board. 
The fire department needs more men and 
more equipment, it was declared. 


Edward H. Easley, well known local 
agent of Bluefield, W. Va., was called to 
Richmond, Va., last week by news of 
the tragic death of his brother, John C. 
Easley, long a business leader of that 
city. Mr. Easley was accidentally shot 
and killed by a friend while deer hunt- 
ing. 
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SHAPE INSURANCE DAY PLANS 
Jenkins to Be Luncheon Toastmaster— 
C. A. Ludlum and R. W. Rey- 
nolds to Talk 


The program of Indiana Insurance 


Day, to be held in Indianapolis Jan. 21,’ 


is shaping up satisfactorily and there 
will be enough outstanding speakers to 
assure a worth while offering. The 
luncheon program is now complete, as 
announced by the general chairman, 
James A. Bawden. Atwood Jenkins of 
Richmond, president of the Indiana As- 
sociation of Insurance Agents, will be 
toastmaster. R. P. De Van of Charles- 
ton, W. Va., past president of the Na- 
tional Association of Insurance Agents, 
and W. W. Klingman of Minneapolis, 
vice-president of the Equitable Life of 
New York, will be the principal speak- 
ers. 

The luncheon will be followed by the 
annual meeting of the Insurance Fed- 
eration of Indiana and these two ses- 
sions will be timed to close by 2 o’clock 
so that those in attendance will have 
opportunity to visit local offices and 
otherwise spend the time until the eve- 
ning banquet in sociability and relaxa- 
tion. 

There will be a life insurance sales 
congress in the morning and simultan- 
eously a fire and casualty sales and 
business management session. Among 
those who wiil address the latter ses- 
sion are C. A. Ludlum, vice-president 
of the Home, and Reginald W. Rey- 
nolds, manager of the accident and 
health department of the Federal Surety 
of Davenport. 


“Don’t Worry Club” Meets 


Alford V. Gustafson, superintendent 
of agencies of the Detroit Life, and 
Sanford Lindsay, agency supervisor for 
southern territory, both new additions 
to the Detroit Life home office force, 
were the guests of honor at the last 
meeting of the “Don’t Worry Club” of 
the Fishman agency of Detroit. 

S. Rose, president of the club, pre- 
sided over the session, at which the 
speakers included Jerome Saltzstein, ex- 
ecutive vice-president; B. E. Hopton, 
director of field service; Morris Fish- 
man, vice-president of the company and 
president of the agency; H. Oliver Wil- 
liams, newly appointed manager of the 
Detroit City agency. 





The Graham & Walters Insurance 
Agency at Decatur, Ind., has purchased 
the agency of Guy R. Brackin of Mont- 
pelier, Ind. 





PREPARE FOR FIELD MEETING 





Illinois Men Will Be Very Active at 
Springfield During the Week 
of Jan. 13 


The Illinois field organizations have 
now completed arrangements for their 
Springfield meetings. The Illinois Fire 
Prevention Association will meet Jan. 
14-15. There will be a dinner the eve- 
ning of Jan. 13 under the auspices of 
the chamber of commerce, cooperating 
with the Rotary Club. Harry K. 
Rogers of the Western Actuarial Bu- 
reau will be the main speaker. The two 
days will be given to inspection work. 
The Illinois State Board and the Illinois 
Field Club will meet Jan. 15. The IIli- 
nois Blue Goose will have a dinner one 
of the evenings. 


State Agent’s Plan Opposed 


LANSING, MICH., Dec. 31.—While little 
definite information has yet been ob- 
tained by officials of the Michigan As- 
sociation of Insurance Agents as to 
whether an effort of .the state agent of 
a prominent company to establish a non- 
policy-writing agency organization in 
this state was made with the approval 
of the carrier, news that such an effort 
was under way has aroused widespread 
comment and has succeeded in bringing 
together the state’s agency forces for a 
united fight on the proposal. Inquiries 
have been coming in not only from 
agents throughout Michigan but from 
many interested persons in other states. 
It is certain that the company involved 
is being given considerable unfavorable 
advertising and it is believed improbable 
that the state agents’ plan will be 
pushed. Association officials are encour- 
aged by the showing of support for pres- 
ent individualistic methods and it is not 
believed that a non-policy-writing or- 
ganization will be easily developed here. 
A continued investigation is being made, 
however, and every effort will be made 
to discourage the company from pur- 
suing the method outlined in the letters 
of its state agent. 





Several Hurt in Film Fire 


LANSING, MICH., Dec. 31.—Despite re- 
peated warnings and establishment of 
numerous safeguards at the order of the 
state fire marshal’s division following 
the Cleveland clinic disaster, it appears 
that some carelessness in the handling 
of nitro-cellulose x-ray films still exists 
in hospitals, judging by a film fire at 
the Edward W. Sparrow hospital here 
which caused little property damage but 
rendered one physician seriously ill and 
less seriously affected several nurses and 
firemen. The fire started in three boxes 
of old films in a storage room of the 
hospital laundry. Hospital officials said 
the films must have been placed there 
by workmen as the hospital’s stock of 





films had been removed to a new wing 
where they were placed in steel cabinets 
at the direction of the fire marshal’s in- 
spectors. It is anticipated that a new 
order may be expected from the fire 
marshal’s office directing that every hos- 
pital in the state make a _ thorough 
search of its premises for discarded or 
mislaid x-ray films which might create 
a perilous situation. 





Indiana Agencies Incorporate 


INDIANAPOLIS, Dec. 31.—Indiana 
agencies recently incorporated include: 

Hugh H. Love & Co., Indianapolis; di- 
rectors, Hugh H. Love, M. G. George 
and Jackson Carter. 

Weber Insurance Agency, Fort Wayne; 
incorporators, J. Stephen Weber, Hildae 
Weber, Mindred E. Luelleman and Mary 
C. Bower. 

Underwriters & Brokers, Inc., Marion; 
directors, Boucher R. Wright,-H. E. Sel- 
lers and John O. Campbell. 

Seymour National Company, Seymour; 
directors, J. P. McMillan, W. H. Droege, 
L. J. Kasting, Charles Kessler, William 
M. Whitson and Lynn Faulkcoker. 


Michigan Agencies Incorporate 


LANSING, MICH., Dec. 31—Michigan 
agencies incorporated the past week in- 
clude the Locke-Bomers Agency of Grand 
Rapids, incorporators Fred H. Locke, 
Gertrude Bomers and Ned Bomers; As- 
sociated Business Services of Ann Arbor, 
incorporators Charles J. Rash, Fred B. 
Ensminger and G. Davis Sellards, and 
the Dearborn State Corporation of Dear- 
born, incorporators Herman Kalmbach 
and J. W. Bollinger of Dearborn and 
E. G. Liebold of Detroit. 


Iodent Loss Settled 


DETROIT, Dec. 31—A loss of more 
than $112,000 was suffered when the 
four-story brick factory of the Iodent 
Chemical Company in Detroit was com- 
pletely destroyed by fire. The loss was 
finally adjusted by Roy Peterson of the 
Underwriters Adjusting Company at 
$44,151 on the structure and $68,000 on 
the contents. 


Wilkinson Sells Agency 


The E. A. Wilkinson Insurance Agency 
at Boonville, Ind., owned and operated 
during the past three years by E. A. 
Wilkinson, has been sold to the First 
National Bank of Boonville and John M. 
Kohlmeyer will have charge of the busi- 
ness. The day the sale was consum- 
mated Mr. Wilkinson was stricken with 
appendicitis and was removed to a hos- 
pital at Evansville, Ind., for an opera- 
tion. Upon his recovery he will travel 
for an insurance company. 


Michigan Notes 


A mysterious explosion wrecked the 
foundry building of the Liberman & 
Gittlen Metal Company of Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Loss in the blast was estimated 
at between $20,000 and $25,000. 





Recent entries in the Inter-Chamber 
Fire Waste Contest conducted by the Na- 
tional Fire Waste Council, under the 
auspices of the Chamber of Commerce 
of the United Sttaes, include Nelsonville, 
O.; Cottage Grove, Ore.; Burlington, N. C., 
and Paris, Tex. 








News of States in 
the Northwest 














VIEWS OF DULUTH AGENCY 


Gerry, Northrup & Co. Comment on 
the Observations of Secretary 
Hoadley of the American 


Gerry, Northrup & Co., local agents 
in Duluth, take exception to the views 
of Secretary Frederick Hoadley of the 
American, who recently had a contribu- 
tion in the New York “Journal of Com- 
merce” in which he advocated fewer 
agents at lower commissions. The Du- 
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S LOYAL TO PRINCIPLE—TO LOYAL AGENTS, LOYAL 
fgets LOYALTY GROUP 
's in- JANUARY 1, 1929, STATEMENTS 
line NEAL BASSETT, President WELLS T. BASSETT, Vice-President JOHN KAY, Vice-Pres't and Treas. 
* ate A. H. HASSINGER, Vice-President ORGANIZED 1855 ARCHIBALD KEMP, 24 Vice-Presiden 
i se FIREMEN’S INSURANCE COMPANY 
reate OF NEWARK, N. J. SURPLUS 
ASSETS LIABILITIES CAPITAL NET SURPLUS POLICYHOLDERS 
$63,349,645.94* $19,562,549. 89 $16,000,000.00* $27,787,095.95* $43,787,095.95* 
i HENRY M. GRATZ, President NEAL BASSETT, Vice-President 
Te JOHN KAY, Vice-Pres't A. H. HASSINGER, Vice-Pres’t WELLS T. BASSETT, Vice-Pres’t ARCHIBALD KEMP, 2d Vice-Pres’t 
eorge ORGANIZED 1853 
. THE GIRARD F. & M. INSURANCE CO. 
fldae OF PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
a id $ 6,036,606.06 $ 2,834,467.72 $ 1,000,000.00 $ 2,202,138.34 $ 3,202,138.34 
rion; NEAL BASSETT, President WELLS T. BASSETT, Vice-Pres’t JOHN KAY, Vice-Pres't and Treas. 
. Sel- A. H. HASSINGER, Vice-Pres't ORGANIZED 1854 ARCHIBALD KEMP, 2d Vice-Pres’t 
nour; THE MECHANICS INSURANCE Co. 
le h OF PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
$ 4,881,357.40 $ 2,770,413.44 $ 600,000.09 $ 1,510,943.96 $ 2,110,943.96 
a aa President wens. z BASSETT, Vice-Pres’t JOHN KAY. Vice-Pres’t and Treasurer 
e . HASSINGER, Vice-Pres’t ANIZED 1866 ARCHIBALD KEMP, 2d Vice-Pres't 
higan NATIONAL- BEN F RANKLIN FIRE INS. CO. 
iesne OF PITTSBURGH, PA. 
ocke, | $ 5,021,040.43 $ 2,502,743.59 $ 1,000,000.00 $ 1,518,296.84 $ 2,518,296.84 
a. © A. H. TRIMBLE, President A. H. HASSINGER, Vice- Pres't ELLS T. BASSETT, Vice-Pres't NEAL BASSETT, Vice-Pres’t 
; : JOHN KAY, Vice-Pres't IZED 18) ARCHIBALD ; ice-Pres't 
“nd SUPERIOR FIRE INSURANCE CO. eee 
abach OF PITTSBURGH, PA. 
and | $ 4,837,239.59 $ 2,492,228.84 $ 1,000,000.00 $ 1,345,010.75 $ 2,345,010.75 
i W. E. WOLLAEGER, President —— BASSETT, Chairman of Board JOHN KAY, Vice-Pres. 
: A. H. HASSINGER, Vice-Pres’t ELLS T. I, BASSETT. bios Pres’t ARCHIBALD KEMP, 2d Vice-Pres’t 
more | CONCORDIA FIRE INSURANCE Co. 
a OF MILWAUKEE, WIS. 
com- | $ 5,359,804.52 $ 2,486,092.08 $ 1,000,000.00 $ 1,873,712.44 $ 2,873,712.44 
- me | one eae. or 3 HASSINGER, Vice-Pres't m+ - ELLS T. BASSETT, oe ancutneoe saap on ee 
ore CAPITAL FIRE. INSURANCE CoO. 
. OF CONCORD, N. H. 
Me $ 666,598.88 $ 196.08 __$ __ 300,000.00 $ 366,402.80 $ 666,402.80 
seunee / CHARLES L. JACKMAN, President ORGANIZED 1905 M. R. JACKMAN, Vice-President 
z A. UNDERWRITERS FIRE INSURANCE Co. 
hn M. | OF CONCORD, N. H. 
busi- $ 175,689.24 $ 000.00 $ 100,000.00 $ 75,689.24 $ 175,689.24 
— i CHAS. H. YUNKER, President NEAL BASSETT, Chairman of Board JOHN KAY, Vice-Pres't 
Sno A. H. HASSINGER, Vice-Pres’t eee , Pe oj Tages Pres't ARCHIBALD KEMP 24 Vice-Pres’t 
7 MILWAUKEE MECHANICS INSURANCE CO. 
' OF MILWAUKEE, WIS. 
an $12,792,945.35. $ 7,243,098.89 $ 2,000,000.00 $ 3,549,846.46 $ 5,549,846.46 
ao & ' J. SCOFIELD ROWE, President NEAL BASSETT, Chairman of Board S. WM. BURTON, Vice-Pres't 
tapids, J. C. HEYER, Vice-Pres’t E. J. DONEGAN, Vice-Pres’t and Gen’l Counsel S. K. McCLURE, Vice-Pres't 
mated JOHN KAY, Vice-Pres’t EARL R. HUNT, Vice-Pres't WM. P. STANTON, Vice-Pres’t E. G. POTTER. 2nd Vice-Pres't 
A. H. HASSINGER, Vice-Pres't ORGANIZED 1874 WELLS T. BASSETT, Vice-Pres't 
amber | METROPOLITAN CASUALTY INSURANCE CO. 
a OF NEW YORK, N. Y. 
merce | $15,452,308.70 $10,173,698.43 $ 1,500,000.00 $ 3,778,610.27 $ 5,278,610.27 
LN.C., | C. W. FEIGENSPAN, President ORGANIZED 1909 W. VAN WINKLE. Vice-Pres't and Gen. Mer 
WINTON C. GARRISON, Vice-Pres’t and Treasurer E. C. FEIGENSPAN, Vice-Pres't 
—— | COMMERCIAL CASUALTY INSURANCE CoO. 
n $14,975,568.30 $ 9,975,568.30 $ 2,500,000. 00 $ 2,500,000.00 $ 5,000,000.00 
TOTAL OF ASSETS TOTAL OF LIABILITIES TOTAL NET PREMIUMS 
—— | $133,548,804.31** $60,041 ,057.26 $50,467,137.06 
— WESTERN DEPARTMENT EASTERN DEPARTMENT PACIFIC DEPARTMENT 
nt on 844 Rush Street 10 Park Place 60 Sansome Street 
ry Chicago, Illinois Newark, New Jersey San Francisco, California 
H. A. CLARK, Manager CANADIAN DEPARTMENT W. W. & E.G. POTTER, 
equate 5 RM. QMITH 461-467 Bay Street Managers 
eine ° Toronto, Canada 
of the JAMES SMITH FRED W. SULLIVAN MASSIE & RENWICK, Limited, JOHN R. COONEY 
— Assistant Managers Managers Assistant Manager 
Bec tal *As of April 6, 1929. **Includes stock holdings in other insurance companies on capital and surplus basis. 
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A Searchlight— 


Even as the searchlight guides the course of ships 
keeping them in safe sea lanes away from hidden 
rocks and dangers so do appraisals throw a search- 
light of safety on your client’s business. 


A Lloyd-Thomas appraisal shows at a glance the 
actual condition of the business. It instantly gives 
actual cash values. It provides adequate deprecia- 
tion means. It enables your client to keep better 
control of his business. It prevents over-insurance. 
It guards against under-insurance. It enables losses 
to be promptly adjusted. 





It enables you to provide better insurance service 
by knowing the exact amount of insurance to place 
upon a property. It aids you to gain your custo- 
mer’s confidence, 


Insist upon a Lloyd-Thomas appraisal of your 
client’s property. 





*““WHAT IS AN APPRAISAL?—It ts a 1 jassified 7 
of insurable property (except stock, merchandise and raw materials). 
Each item of property is valued at today’s cost to replace new. The 
aye of fees depreciation is determined snd the sound insurable 
value is given 





“ITS ADVANTAGES—list—It discovers insurable values that have 
long been written off the books through unscientific depreciation— 
fnd—-It gives the agent, the assured, and the companies value facts of 
property. Srd—Iit makes for adequate insurance protection, for is 
nearly every instance it calle for additional insurance.’’ 





The |loyd-Ihomas Co. 


(RECOGNIZED AUTHORITIES ON PHYSICAL VALUES, 








4411 Ravenswood Ave., Chicago 
120 Broadway, New York 
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Manufactured only by 


MARE AE6. vs. OA 


g Materials ana Methods 


OAKITE PRODUCTS, INC., 54B Thames St., NEW YORK, N. Y. 


OAKITE 


Industrial Cleanin 


Lessens fire risk 


HEN taking measures to reduce fire hazards, do 

not overlook the advantages of cleaning the 
Oakite way. Non-inflammable, non-explosive, Oakite 
materials remove the grease and oil that invite fire. 
Safe in storage and in use, Oakite can be depended 
apon to do thorough going work without damage. 
Write for full information. 


Oakite Service Men, Cleaning specialists, are located in 
the leading industrial centers of the U. S. and Canado 












luth firm declares that this same prin- 
ciple might be applied to every activity 
or profession, retail business, wholesale 
houses, manufacturing business, and so 
on. The firm states that it might even 
go further and declare that “fewer com- 
panies on lower premiums would serve 
the public better and make more 
money.” The firm states that this might 
equally well be applied to newspapers. 
In other words, this firm takes the posi- 
tion that the agents are always selected 
to be the target when it comes to any 
economy measures. 


CHANGE IN FARGO AGENCY 


E. P. Cosgriff and George S. Von Sien 
Will Hereafter Represent Differ- 
ent Insurance Companies 


Ed P. Cosgriff of Cosgriff and Von 
Sien, Fargo, N. D., has purchased the 
interest of George S. Von Sien in the 
firm, and henceforth Mr. Cosgriff will 
operate a general agency under the 
name of Ed P. Cosgriff, Inc. The com- 
panies represented are the Alliance of 
Philadelphia, New Brunswick Fire, 
Standard of Hartford, and Indemnity of 
North America. Mr. Cosgriff has em- 
ployed Odin Rudrud, formerly cashier 


of the First National Bank of Hills- 
boro, N. D., as special agent. 
Mr. Von Sien has taken a general 


agency for the Trinity Fire of Dallas, 
Tex., for North Dakota, and will rep- 
resent the Providence Washington for 
hail. He will maintain an office with 
the Charles A. Dawson Insurance 
Agency of Fargo. 


NEELY AGENCY ANNOUNCES 
ITS PLANS FOR EXPANSION 


ST. PAUL, Dec. 31—The R. M. 
Neely Co. general agency of St. Paul 
is expanding its personnel and plans to 
increase business materially the coming 
year by intensively cultivating its gen- 
eral agency territory, Minnesota and 
northwest Wisconsin. 

=. F. Converse joins Neely & Co. 
as head of the fire insurance depart- 
ment. Mr. Converse was formerly with 
the Insurance Service Agency at Du- 
luth and before that with the General 
Inspection Company. D. W. Swanson 
becomes field representative for the 
three fire companies for which the of- 
fice is general agent, the Employers 
Fire, London & Scottish, and Central 
Union Fire. He has been with the New 
York Underwriters with headquarters at 
Minneapolis. Like Mr. Converse, Mr. 
Swanson was formerly with the Gen- 
eral Inspection Company. 

Neely & Co. have for some years 
been general agents for the Employers 
Liability and American Employers. The 
plants of these two companies are also 
to be materially enlarged. 

W. J. Buckley, president of R. M. 
Neely & Co., has been in the insur- 
ance business for 25 years. Some years 
ago he was in charge of this territory 
for the Travelers. R. B. Nienhauser, 
vice-president and secretary, is a past 
president of the Minnesota Association 
of Insurance Agents and was recently 
elected president of the Minnesota In- 
surance Federation. George W. Bewell, 
treasurer, has been with Neely & Co. 
for 20 years. 


Nyrop Gets Great Lakes 


R. E. Nyrop of Minneapolis, who has 
been general agent of the Columbian 
National Fire for the state, has taken 
the general agency of the Great Lakes 
of Chicago. The Columbian National 
Fire in the state has been reinsured by 
the Monarch Fire of Cleveland, which 
has gone in the Baumann & Gordon 
general agency at Winona. 


Milwaukee Has “Home Made” Pumper 

MILWAUKEE, Dec. 31.—The Mil- 
waukee fire department has placed its 
second “home-made” 1,000-gallon pumper 





downtown business and indus- 
trial districts. The engine was built by 
the fire department at a cost of $7,500 
and is capable of throwing water at the 
rate of 1,000 gallons a minute. The 
average engine in use through the city 
is 750-gallon capacity. 


ing the 








Arsonists Plead Guilty 


MILWAUKEE, Dec. 31.—Pleas of guilty 
were entered by Dan Evans and Arthur 
Foyer, arrested after a fire at the Foyer- 
Brettin Company garage in Milwaukee 
July 28. Evans testified that he had 
been ordered to set the garage on fire by 
Frank Cummings, now held in Chicago. 
The garage was insured for $10,000 but 
no attempt has been made to collect the 
insurance. 





Wauwatosa to Have Alarm System 


Proposals for a fire alarm system for 
Wauwatosa, Wis., which have been re- 
ceived from various companies are being 
studied by Frank R. Daniel of the Wis- 
consin Inspection Bureau. The city re- 
cently readvertised for bids on the ad- 
vice of Mr. Daniel who investigated the 
requirements of the city and drew up 
a new set of specifications. 


Will Inspect Appleton, Wis. 


The Wisconsin State Fire Prevention 
Association will inspect Appleton, Wis., 
the tentative date being announced as 
Jan. 29. The association will inspect 
Madison some time in February. 





. Wisconsin Notes 











H. E. Barden, 60, a partner in the 
Barden Agency Company, Kenosha, Wis., 
died at his home there last week during 
a heart attack. 

The People’s Insurance Agency, Green 
Bay, Wis., has incorporated. Incorpora- 
tors are B. L. Parker, Leonard Findeisen 
and R. T. Eennie. 

W. M. Johnson is entering the insur- 
ance business at Marshfield, Wis., with 
Hugo Wegener, who has operated a suc- 
cessful agency there for many years. 

Fire believed to have started from a 
short circuit in electric light wires 
caused a loss of $30,000 in the Rialto 
theater block, Marinette, Wis., Much of 
the loss was due to water and smoke 
which ruined the decorations of the 
theater and the large pipe organ. 

The Leedom, Miller & Noyes agency 
of Milwaukee is negotiating for the 
purchase of the site of the former Uni- 
versity Club building at 491 Jefferson 
street. The building will be converted 
into offices by the agency, which now 
has its offices at 450 Broadway. 








Missouri Valley 
State News | 

















BURLINGTON REPORT MADE 


National Board Engineers Tell About 
the Fire Fighting Facilities of 
the Iowa City 


The National Board engineers have 
made a report on Burlington, la., show- 
ing the gross fire loss for five years as 
$226,712. The average loss per fire was 
$342, and the annual loss per capita 
$1.71. The engineers say that the water 
supply is generally available. The quan- 
tity is generally reliable. The quantity 
available for an extended fire is some- 
what deficient due to inadequate stor- 


and unreliable. In the principal mer- 


protection and improved coristruction 
make the hazard low except in a few 
blocks containing a large amount of in- 
ferior construction. In the manufactur- 


small group fires should occur. 


TRIAL OF KANSAS RATE 
CASE IS AGAIN DELAYED 





into service at one of the stations serv- 
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age. The fire department is well equip- 
ped but seriously undermanned. The 
fire alarm system is very inadequate | 


cantile district the automatic sprinkler | 


ing districts, little more than plant or | 


TOPEKA, KAN., Dec. 31.—The tak- |} 
ing of the ora] testimony in the Kansas | 





— «nn ee oe Xe he SM BO ee oe bee ee bee 


a= 


uilty 
thur 
yyer- 
ukee 
had 
‘e by 
ago. 

but 
t the 


PPONMIE LOO a> 





EEN AE 


ntion 
Wis., 
d as 
spect 





3 
tn 
c 
4 

' 
—_ 








ADE 


About 
of 


have 
show- 
ars as 
e was 
capita 
water 
quan- 
jantity 
some- 

stor- 
equip- 

The 
equate 
| mer- 
rinkler 
‘uction 
a few 
of in- 
factur- 
ant or 


AYED 


he tak- 
Kansas | 


XUM 


January 2, 1930 


THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER 











fire insurance rate cases in the federal 
court will not begin before late in Feb- 


ruary. Most of the evidence is going to 
be submitted to the master through 
financial statements prepared by the 


companies and the state and filled in by 
the company auditors. But there must 
be supplemental testimony relative to 
the statements and it is estimated that 
about four weeks will be required to 
submit the oral testimony. The reason 
for the delay is that many of the com- 


panies have not been able to complete 
their reports. 
In the meantime the efforts of the 


local agents of the state to see if some 
sort of compromise cannot be worked 
out that will end the litigation are go- 
ing forward. Holmes Meade, chairman 
of the committee of the Kansas Associa- 
tion of Insurance Agents, has been ad- 
vised by the company managers that 
they would be very glad to consider any 
sort of compromise offer or plan but 
that they want the first step to be taken 
by the state. Mr. Meade has advised 
them that this is impossible, as the state 
can not and will not submit any offer 
of a compromise but that the officials 
would consider any proposal. 





Will Inspect Wellington, Kan. 


Plans are being made by the Kansas 
Fire Prevention Association for a town 
inspection at Wellington Feb. 5, under 
the auspices of the chamber of com- 
merce, according to H. J. Helmkamp of 
the Niagara, secretary of the associa- 
tion. An attempt is being made to ob- | 
tain Harry K. Rogers of the fire pre- 
vention department of the Western 
Actuarial Bureau as speaker at the pub- 
lic meeting. | 








Get Franklin for Kansas 


The Miller-Studebaker Genera | 
Agency of Topeka thas been aiaaet | 
general agent for the Franklin Fire for | 
Kansas. The general agency has some 
650 local agents throughout the state. 
Other companies represented are the 
City of New York, Homeland, Caledon- 
ian, Caledonian-American and Minne- 





President 











JOHN HYNES, In. 

John Hynes of the Snider, Walsh & 
Hynes agency at Davenport, Ia., has 
been nominated for president of the 
Davenport chamber of commerce. The 
formal election will take place early in 
the year. Mr. Hynes has been in cham- 
ber of commerce work for some time 
and has served on numerous commit- 
tees, including good roads and fire pre- 
vention. He has been chairman of the 
fire prevention committee for a number 
of years. He was formerly president of 
the Iowa Association of Insurance 
Agents. One member of the nominat- 
ing committee was Secretary E. E. 
Soenke of the Security Fire of Daven- 
port. 


Davenport, 








apolis Fire & Marine. 
president and W. G. 
B. Palmer associates in the general 
agency, which writes general lines of 
insurance, including a large hail busi- 
ness. 


Studebaker and L. 





Plan Wichita Blue Goose Splash 


WICHITA, KAN., Dec. 31—The 
Blue Goose making plans 
“splash” in Wichita, Feb. 4. A 
number of goslings are expected 
on hand for the “pin feather plucking,” 
according to Earl Patton, most loyal 
gander. The gathering will be preceded 
by meetings of both the Union and Bu- 
reau field clubs that day, so that a large 
attendance is expected. A banquet with 
entertainment being arranged by the 
entertainment committee, hdaded by 
N. K. Nelson of the American. 


Kansas 
for a 
large 
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Will Inspect Vinton, Ia. 


The Iowa State Fire Prevention 
ciation will make an inspection at 
ton, Jan. 16, under the direction of 
Lions Club. The day preceding the 
spection the Vinton fire 
hold its annual rabbit 
night of the inspection 
men’s dinner will be 
big event every year 
community participates. This will in- 
sure the speakers representing fire pre- 
vention activities a large audience. 
ceding the evening program 


Asso- 
Vin- 
the 
in- 
department will 
hunt and on the 
the annual fire- 
served. This is a 
in which the whole 


Pre- } 
addresses ! to 


Will J. Miller is! 





will be delivered at the 
and at the college for the blind, a state | of 
institution in Vinton. 


New Lineup at Kansas City 


G. Hawthorne, 
City branch of 
justment Company 
has tenders 


A. 


sas 


manager of the 
the Mokanokla 
and General ¢ 
d his resignation to ente1 


Kan- 
Ad- 
Sasualty, 


the 


local agency business in Kansas City, 
Mo. Mr. Hawthorne has acquired the 
interest of J. P. Chrisst in the Tillhoff & 
Chrisst agency of Kansas City, which 
has been in existence for over 30 years 
The new firm will be known as Tillhoff 
& Hawthorne and will continue to oc- 
cupy the present offices in the Bryant 
building. Mr. Hawthorne is one of the 
coming young men in the insurance fra- 


ternity. 


C. of C., Field Men Confer 
KANSAS CITY, MO., 31—The 
Surance department of chamber 
commerce 


Dec. 
the 


jointly for a discussion of insurance 

problems. The chamber of commerce 

outlined its work for insurance and 

asked all the field men to join it. 
May Be Self Insurer 


OMAHA, 
fire and 


Dec. 31.—With the 
tornado insurance policy 
school board here for $10,600,000 
pire in May, 1930, members, 
President Burke, considering 


to 


are 


in- 
of 


and Kansas City field men met 


five-year 
of the 
ex- 
according 
a 


' 
public schools | plan to discontinue 


| 


| construction 
| mium on 


| 


all 


fire insurance on all 
school buildings of brick 
The annual insurance pre- 
a five-year policy is $23,923 for 
yperty. 


the grade 


pr 


Sioux City Seeks Better Rating 


| SIOUX CITY, IA., Dec. 31—Guy An- 
| drews, commissioner of public safety, 
has asked the city council to authorize 
purchase of a new pump engine for the 
fire department of the city The cost 
of the pump will be approximately 
$13,000. 

It is expected that inspectors of the 
National Board will be in Sioux City 
soon after the first of the year and Mr. 
Andrews states he has had reasonable 
ussurance that, in view of improvements 


made in fire-fighting service in the past 
wo years, the addition of the new pump 
will give Sioux City a third class rating, 
which would mean a considerable reduc- 
tion in rates. 





Iowa Notes 
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The 
clared a 


in bankruptcy has de- 
2% percent dividend to cred- 
itors of the defunct Bailey Brothe . a 
surance Agency, Cedar Falls, Ia. 
intimated that between $5,000 and $10. 
000 will be distributed. 


Cc. H. Kissick, who headed the insur- 
ance department of the lowa Title & 
Loan Company, Albia, Ia., has acquired 
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ROSCOE C. GROVES 


Roscoe C. Groves of the Groves 
Brothers Insurance Agency, who was 
reelected president of the Insurance 
Agents’ Association of Kansas City at 
its annual meeting, has long been one 
of the most active workers in that or- 
ganization, 








an interest in the Bell Investment Com- 
pany in Oskaloosa, and becomes head of 
the insurance department there. 

The Luther Insurance Agency is a new 
office at Jefferson, Ia. The firm consists 
of J. L. Luther and his son, Robert. 


Missouri Notes 


Birth of a daughter, Barbara Ann, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde L. Tindall is an- 
nounced. Mr. Tindall is state agent for 
the National Ben Franklin and Me- 
chanics in Missouri. 

With the entry of Neosho in the Inter- 
Chamber Fire Waste Contest conducted 
by the National Fire Waste Council, 
under the auspices of the Chamber of 
Commerce of the United States, Missouri 
is now in the 100 percent class in this 
respect, being the second state to 
achieve this honor. South Dakota scored 
several months ago. 

A fire which swept the garage of the 
Atlantic & Pacific Stages in St. Louis 
destroyed or damaged seven buses, two 
emergency trucks, a runabout and other 
equipment. The damage to the building 
and equipment was estimated at about 
$100,000 with approximately $96,000 of 
insurance. The fire started when a 
welder held an acetylene torch too close 
to a gasoline tank. The tank melted 
and when the oil flowed out it ignited. 


Damage estimated to run as high as 
$60,000 was caused to the stock by a 
fire in the Grand Leader department 
store, Lincoln, Neb. The principal loss 
is from water, more than a score of 
heads in the sprinkler system having 
been released. An unsuccessful attempt 
had been made to force the door of the 
safe. 


Curtman Maupin, Kansas state agent 
for the Home of New York, will move 
his headquarters from Kansas City to 
Topeka Feb. 1 and will take offices in 
the Insurance building at 701 Jackson 
street. 





Fall is the time to read—have a per- 
sonal copy of The National Underwriter 
sent to your home. 





écT HE Handbook of Fidelity 

and Surety Bonds” by 
George R. Wentz, is the most 
complete survey in book form, 
of the principles of fidelity and 
surety bond underwriting. It 
is written for the practical, 
daily needs of the man in the 
field. Single copy $1.60. Order 
from The National Under- 
writer. 
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BRANIFF’S PLANS FOR TEXAS | 


| 

Well Known Oklahoma City General | 

Agency Is Expanding in the | 
Lone Star State 


The T. E. Braniff Company of Okla- 
homa City, Okla., has been appointed 
manager for the Export of New York 
in Texas. Thomas E. Braniff has just 
returned from a trip in Texas where he 
completed plans to further the firm’s 
operation in that state. The Export 
will be operated through local agencies 
as the Braniff company does its other 
companies. The Export is owned by 
Anderson, Clayton & Co., the largest 
cotton brokers in the world, who have 
their headquarters at Houston. They 
have a number of properties in the way 
of shipping docks, compresses, cotton 
seed oil mills, cotton gins and other in- 
dustries. The Braniff firm will also rep- 
resent the Export as general agent in 
Arkansas. 

E. B. Littlejohn will have charge of 
the Houston office of the T. E. Braniff 
Company which has just opened. He 
has had a number of years’ experience 
in insurance in Texas both as a local 
and special agent. It will be a service 
office for agents and brokers in develop- 
ing business in Houston and surround- 
ing territory. The business will be re- 
ported to Oklahoma City as heretofore. 
The T. E. Braniff Company maintains 
claim, engineering and payroll depart- 
ments at Houston for the Employers 
Liability group which it represents in 
Texas. 

In Dallas the Braniff Company has 
purchased the Fred P. Roeder agency. 
It will now be operated as a T. E. 
Braniff Company office there. It has 
quarters in the Republic Bank building. 
J. P. Moon will remain as manager of 
the office and H. D. Lemmon will act 
as special agent in the territory as here- 
tofore. This will be a service office in 
the Dallas district also. The T. E. Bran- 
iff Company now represents as general 
agent in Texas, the Employers Liabil- 
ity, American Employers, Employers 
Fire, Lumbermen’s of Philadelphia, and 
the Export. 


Busy Month for Commission 


AUSTIN, TEX., Dec. 31.—January 
will be an active month for the state fire 
insurance commission of Texas. Jan. 6 
has been set as the day when the suit 
to settle the commission question will 
be heard and Jan. 10 has been designated 
for an open hearing on increases and 
decreases recently published in rates 
throughout the state, and discussion of 
the application of the new rule for mak- 
ing short-rate cancellations. It is quite 
probable the question of fixing commis- 
sions will be the basis of a called ses- 
sion of the state legislature or, at the 
latest, will be taken up by the next reg- 
ular session at one of its early meetings. 
A model licensing bill is also being pre- 
pared for submission. 


Ned Rankin Improves 


Ned Rankin, Oklahoma state agent 
for the National Fire, who was taken to 
St. Anthony’s hospital, Oklahoma City, 
Christmas Eve threatened with pneumo- 
mia, is reported to be improving rapidly. 


Call Fire Prevention Meeeting 


OKLAHOMA CITY, Dec. 31—Secretary 
James A. Atkinson has issued a call for 
a meeting of the Oklahoma Fire Pre- 
vention Association at Oklahoma City, 
Jan. 20. Plans will be promulgated for 
the Oklahoma firemen’s training school, 
under the direction of J. E. Taplin. 

The farm committee of the association 
held a meeting last week. Members of 
the farm writing companies of Oklahoma 
unanimously voted to continue their 
educational fire prevention campaign 





throughout the agricultural section of 


the state and are planning three meet- 
ings for January. 


Blue Goose Christmas Party 


The Oklahoma Blue Goose held a 
Christmas party Dec. 30 in Oklahoma 
City. It was the biggest affair ever held 
by the pond. A large number of ganders 
and their ladies attended and guest priv- 
ileges were accorded to their friends. 
H. C. Seitz and T. Ray Phillips were in 
charge of arrangements. 


Oklahoma Represented 100 Percent 


OKLAHOMA CITY, Dec. 31—With the 
entrance of Sand Springs chamber of 
commerce into the Inter-Chamber Fire 
Waste Contest, Oklahoma is represented 
100 percent in the movement, according 
to James A. Atkinson, secretary of the 
Oklahoma State Fire Prevention Asso- 
ciation and district chairman of the Na- 
tional Fire Waste Council. 


Election to Be Held 


OKLAHOMA CITY, Dec. 31—The elec- 
tion of officers for the ensuing year for 
the Associated Fire & Casualty Under- 
writers of Oklahoma City will be held 
next Saturday. 

F. Wylie Ball, president of the Asso- 
ciated Fire & Casualty Underwriters, has 
been elected a member of the executive 
board of the Oklahoma City chamber of 
commerce. 





Oklahoma Notes | 





The Bureau Field Men’s Club will hold 
a meeting in Oklahoma City Jan. 7. 

An 8-cent reduction has been made in 
Tahlequah, Okla., fire insurance rates. 

The M. M. Kelley agency at Anadarko, 
Okla., has been sold to W. A. Erdman, 
formerly superintendent of schools at 
Newkirk, Okla. 

Fire loss estimated at $25,000 was suf- 
fered by the Pickering Lumber Com- 
pany, Seminole, Okla., all said to be cov- 
ered by insurance. 

Putter’s department store, Tulsa, 
Okla., suffered loss by fire estimated be- 
tween $30,000 and $40,000. The loss is 
fully covered by insurance. 

Miss Babe Atkinson of the Neff-Head 
Agency, Oklahoma City, is spending the 
holidays with friends in Chicago. She 
is the daughter of James A. Atkinson, 
secretary of the Oklahoma Fire Preven- 


tion Association. 

Fire loss estimated between $30,000 
and $40,000 was suffered by the South- 
west Cotton Oil Company, Oklahoma 
City. The stock room contained about 
$25,000 in gin parts and supplies. The 
loss was covered by insurance. 

Texas Notes 

Canyon, Tex., has secured an agree- 

ment for further reduction in its key 


rate by the addition of a multiple-tank 
chemical truck constructed so it can be 
readily enlarged in scope. 

When “River Oaks,” the plantation 
home of George G. Foster near Bryan, 
Texas, burned Christmas day, loss was 
estimated at more than $30,000, although 
the dairy barns and other buildings were 
saved as were the automobiles stored in 
the garage 
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CONSIDER THE LICENSE LAW 


Kentucky Officials and Agents Agree on 
Examination as Means of 
Qualifying Insurors 


FRANKFORT, KY., Dec. 31.—Clell 
Coleman, state auditor; Bush Allin, in- 
surance commissioner; Arch H. Pulliam, 
deputy commissioner; William Tate, 
state actuary; Leo Thieman, secretary 
of the Board, and several Kentucky lo- 
cal agents met here last week to draft 
some amendments to the state laws re- 
garding the qualifications of insurance 
agents. While it was not definitely de- 
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Your Best 
Protected Customer 


Many men can tell you with fair accuracy the 
value of their cars, but are unable to come 
within twenty per cent of judging the value of 
their far more valuable property—be it business 
property or residential property. 


The insurance business has been a good educator 
on automobile values; a poor one, apparently, on 
the necessity for knowing other property values. 


Insurance is economical and positive only to the 
extent that the values insured are known. No 
one can be so sure of his knowledge of property 
values as can the man who has engaged 
American Appraisal Service to measure them. 
Your best protected client will be your American 


Appraised client. 
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ROSCOE C, GROVES 


Roscoe C. Groves of the Groves 
Brothers Insurance Agency, who was 
reelected president of the Insurance 
Agents’ Association of Kansas City at 
its annual meeting, has long been one 
of the most active workers in that or- 
ganization. 








an interest in the Bell Investment Com- 
pany in Oskaloosa, and becomes head of 
the insurance department there. 

The Luther Insurance Agency is a new 
office at Jefferson, Ia. The firm consists 
of J. L. Luther and his son, Robert. 


Missouri Notes 


Birth of a daughter, Barbara Ann, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde L. Tindall is an- 
nounced. Mr. Tindall is state agent for 
the National Ben Franklin and Me- 
chanics in Missouri. 
With the entry of Neosho in the Inter- 
Chamber Fire Waste Contest conducted 
by the National Fire Waste Council, 
under the auspices of the Chamber of 
Commerce of the United States, Missouri 
is now in the 100 percent class in this 
respect, being the second state to 
achieve this honor. South Dakota scored 
several months ago. 
A fire which swept the garage of the 
Atlantic & Pacific Stages in St. Louis 
destroyed or damaged seven buses, two 
emergency trucks, a runabout and other 
equipment. The damage to the building 
and equipment was estimated at about 
$100,000 with approximately $96,000 of 
insurance, The fire started when a 
welder held an acetylene torch too close 
to a gasoline tank. The tank melted 
and when the oil flowed out it ignited. 


Damage estimated to run as high as 
$60,000 was caused to the stock by a 
fire in the Grand Leader department 
store, Lincoln, Neb. The principal loss 
is from water, more than a score of 
heads in the sprinkler system having 
been released. An unsuccessful attempt 
had been made to force the door of the 
safe. 


Curtman Maupin, Kansas state agent 
for the Home of New York, will move 
his headquarters from Kansas City to 
Topeka Feb. 1 and will take offices in 
the Insurance building at 701 Jackson 
street. 


Fall is the time to read—have a per- 
sonal copy of The National Underwriter 
sent to your home. 





scp HE Handbook of Fidelity 

and Surety Bonds” by 
George R. Wentz, is the most 
complete survey in book form, 
of the principles of fidelity and 
surety bond underwriting. It 
is written for the practical, 
daily needs of the man in the 
field. Single copy $1.60. Order 
from The National Under- 
writer. 
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BRANIFF’S PLANS FOR TEXAS | 


! 


Well Known Oklahoma City General | 
Agency Is Expanding in the | 
Lone Star State 


The T. E. Braniff Company of Okla- 
homa City, Okla., has been appointed 
manager for the Export of New York 
in Texas. Thomas E. Braniff has just 
returned from a trip in Texas where he 
completed plans to further the firm’s | 
operation in that state. The Export 
will be operated through local agencies 
as the Braniff company does its other 
companies. The Export is owned by : 
Anderson, Clayton & Co., the largest | 
cotton brokers in the world, who have 
their headquarters at Houston. They 
have a number of properties in the way 
of shipping docks, compresses, cotton 
seed oil mills, cotton gins and other in- 
dustries. The Braniff firm will also rep- 
resent the Export as general agent in 
Arkansas. 

E. B. Littlejohn will have charge of 
the Houston office of the T. E. Braniff 
Company which has just opened. He 
has had a number of years’ experience 
in insurance in Texas both as a local 
and special agent. It will be a service 
office for agents and brokers in develop- 
ing business in Houston and surround- 
ing territory. The business will be re- 
ported to Oklahoma City as heretofore. 
The T. E. Braniff Company maintains 
claim, engineering and payroll depart- 
ments at Houston for the Employers 
Liability group which it represents in 
Texas. 

In Dallas the Braniff Company has 
purchased the Fred P. Roeder agency. 
It will now be operated as a T. E. 
Braniff Company office there. It has 
quarters in the Republic Bank building. 
J. P. Moon will remain as manager of 
the office and H. D. Lemmon will act 
as special agent in the territory as here- 
tofore. This will be a service office in 
the Dallas district also. The T. E. Bran- 
iff Company now represents as general 
agent in Texas, the Employers Liabil- 
ity, American Employers, Employers 
Fire, Lumbermen’s of Philadelphia, and 
the Export. 


Busy Month for Commission 


AUSTIN, TEX., Dec. 31.—January 
will be an active month for the state fire 
insurance commission of Texas. Jan. 6 
has been set as the day when the suit 
to settle the commission question will 
be heard and Jan. 10 has been designated 
for an open hearing on increases and 
decreases recently published in rates 
throughout the state, and discussion of 
the application of the new rule for mak- 
ing short-rate cancellations. It is quite 
probable the question of fixing commis- 
sions will be the basis of a called ses- 
sion of the state legislature or, at the 
latest, will be taken up by the next reg- 
ular session at one of its early meetings. 
A model licensing bill is also being pre- 
pared for submission. 





Ned Rankin Improves 


Ned Rankin, Oklahoma state agent 
for the National Fire, who was taken to 
St. Anthony’s hospital, Oklahoma City, 
Christmas Eve threatened with pneumo- 
ma, is reported to be improving rapidly. 


Call Fire Prevention Meeeting 


OKLAHOMA CITY, Dec. 31—Secretary 
James A. Atkinson has issued a call for 
a meeting of the Oklahoma Fire Pre- 
vention Association at Oklahoma City, 
Jan. 20. Plans will be promulgated for 
the Oklahoma firemen’s training school, 
under the direction of J. E. Taplin. 

The farm committee of the association 
held a meeting last week. Members of 
the farm writing companies of Oklahoma 
unanimously voted to continue their 
educational fire prevention campaign 








throughout the agricultural section of 


the state and are planning three meet- 
ings for January. 


Blue Goose Christmas Party 


The Oklahoma Blue Goose held a 
Christmas party Dec. 30 in Oklahoma 
City. It was the biggest affair ever held 


by the pond. A large number of ganders 
and their ladies attended and guest priv- 
ileges were accorded to their friends. 
H. C. Seitz and T. Ray Phillips were in 
charge of arrangements. 


Oklahoma Represented 100 Percent 


OKLAHOMA CITY, Dec. 31—With the 
entrance of Sand Springs chamber of 
commerce into the Inter-Chamber Fire 
Waste Contest, Oklahoma is represented 
100 percent in the movement, according 
to James A. Atkinson, secretary of the 
Oklahoma State Fire Prevention Asso- 
ciation and district chairman of the Na- 
tional Fire Waste Council. 


Election to Be Held 


OKLAHOMA CITY, Dec. 31—The elec- 
tion of officers for the ensuing year for 
the Associated Fire & Casualty Under- 
writers of Oklahoma City will be held 
next Saturday. 

F. Wylie Ball, president of the Asso- 
ciated Fire & Casualty Underwriters, has 
been elected a member of the executive 
board of the Oklahoma City chamber of 
commerce. 








Oklahoma Notes | 





The Bureau Field Men’s Club will hold 
a meeting in Oklahoma City Jan. 7 

An 8-cent reduction has been made in 
Tahlequah, Okla., fire insurance rates. 

The M. M. Kelley agency at Anadarko, 
Okla., has been sold to W. A. Erdman, 
formerly superintendent of schools at 
Newkirk, Okla. 

Fire loss estimated at $25,000 was suf- 
fered by the Pickering Lumber Com- 
pany, Seminole, Okla., all said to be cov- 
ered by insurance. 

Putter’s department store, Tulsa, 
Okla., suffered loss by fire estimated be- 


tween $30,000 and $40,000. The loss is 
fully covered by insurance. 
Miss Babe Atkinson of the Neff-Head 


Agency, Oklahoma City, is spending the 
holidays with friends in Chicago. She 
is the daughter of James A. Atkinson, 
secretary of the Oklahoma Fire Preven- 
tion Association. 

Fire loss estimated between $30,000 
and $40,000 was suffered by the South- 


west Cotton Oil Company, Oklahoma 
City. The stock room contained about 
$25,000 in gin parts and supplies. The 
loss was covered by insurance. 
Texas Notes 
Canyon, Tex., has secured an agree- 
ment for further reduction in its key 


rate by the addition of a multiple-tank 
chemical truck constructed so it can be 
readily enlarged in scope. 

When “River Oaks,” the plantation 
home of George G. Foster near Bryan, 
Texas, burned Christmas day, loss was 
estimated at more than $30,000, although 
the dairy barns and other buildings were 
saved as were the automobiles stored in 
the garage . 
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CONSIDER THE LICENSE LAW 


Kentucky Officials and Agents Agree on 
Examination as Means of 
Qualifying Insurors 


FRANKFORT, KY., Dec. 31.—Clell 
Coleman, state auditor; Bush Allin, in- 
surance commissioner; Arch H. Pulliam, 
deputy commissioner; William Tate, 
state actuary; Leo Thieman, secretary 
of the Board, and several Kentucky lo- 
cal agents met here last week to draft 
some amendments to the state laws re- 
garding the qualifications of insurance 
agents. While it was not definitely de- 
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Your Best 
Protected Customer 


Many men can tell you with fair accuracy the 
value of their cars, but are unable to come 
within twenty per cent of judging the value of 
their far more valuable property—be it business 
property or residential property. 









The insurance business has been a good educator 
on automobile values; a poor one, apparently, on 
the necessity for knowing other property values. 






Insurance is economical and positive only to the 
extent that the values insured are known. No 
one can be so sure of his knowledge of property 
values as can the man who has engaged 
American Appraisal Service to measure them. 
Your best protected client will be your American 


Appraised client. 
THE 
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“THEY SAY -- -” 


How one manufacturer 
got control of gossiping 





HAT “they” say can make or break a busi- 
ness. That indeterminable “they” can be 
the most insidious force or the most helpful. 
In the case of Manufacturer A “they” 
worked both ways. 


Manufacturer A makes a high quality 
product that is sold through electrical 
stores. In sales volume he succeeded in 
maintaining first place for a number of 
years. He consistently advertised to build 
consumer acceptance. 


Two years ago several things happened. 
He lost leadership to a competitor. Earn- 
ings decreased. Stock tobogganed. His 
dealer list dwindled. All of which started 
the insidious “they” whispering, pointing, 
scorning. 


Something had to be done. Salesmen’s 
morale was rapidly becoming impaired. In- 
vestigation disclosed that the real feeling in 
the field was that “A” felt bigger than the 
industry of which he was a part and from 
which for years he had held himself more or 
less aloof. 


Emergency measures were taken to cor- 
rect the situation and one year ago “A” 
began his first trade paper advertising. He 
used big space and color consistently in one 
business publication. 


In this short time “A” has regained his 
old place, dealer good will of an enviable 
quality has been established, his salesmen 
are on their toes. The helpful “they” are 
now working for and not against him. 


The prime function of advertising 
is to create a state of mind 


Associated Business Papers, Inc. 


(of which The National Underwriter is a Member) 








MR. INSURANCE EXECUTIVE: Ap- 
* ply the above to the Insurance Business 
and you have ONE reason why you 
should advertise in your business press. 





The National Underwriter Company 
New York 


Cincinnati 


Chicago 


cided what steps would be taken it was 
proposed to require an examination of 
all insurance agents in the future. It 
was suggested that the insurance com- 
missioner should have the power to ap- 
point the insurance board and provide 
for the dates for the examinations of the 
applicants who would enter the busi- 
ness. So far as could be learned there 
was no Objection from the insurance 
agents to the proposed law. 


COMMENTS ON CONDITIONS 





John D. Saint Declares That the Insur- 
ance Outlook in Louisiana Is 
Generally Favorable 


John D. Saint, ¢hairman of the 
Louisiana Insurance !Commission and 
business manager of the Louisiana In- 
surance Society, the local agents’ organ- 
ization, declares that in the state there 
are fewer problems fa¢ing the insurance 
business than for a long time past. He 
has just completed a ‘tour of the state, 
visiting local agents in all sections, and 
he finds them as a rule optimistic. 

Speaking of the insurance commission 
law, Mr. Saint said: “The advent of the 
fourth year of the insurance commission 
law proves the wisdom of its creation. 
Conditions are stable, rates are equitable 
and non-discriminatory, policy contracts 
are liberal and broad in coverage. On 
the whole there is complete satisfaction 
of agents and companies in the func- 
tions of this law. That the law has 
proven abundantly protective of the 
welfare of our people is well shown in 
our third annual report. Our citizens are 
more ‘insurance minded,’ the public 
more exacting in its requirements and 
the local agents (who are the direct rep- 
resentatives of the people) are meeting 
these improved conditions with splendid 
results. 

“The finest test of our insurance im- 
provement,” says Mr. Saint, “is that in 
the three and one-half years the com- 
mission has been in operation not a 
single agent in Louisiana has been pe- 
nalized under the act. This is a won- 
derful testimonial to the personnel of 
our agents and bespeaks highly of their 
capacity to serve under the very rigid 
acai of this anti-discriminatory 
aw. 


Big Loss on Kentucky Mine 


Fire loss of approximately $155,000 
with $99,000 of insurance, representing 
a total loss, was experienced at the plant 
of the Mary Helen Coal Gorporation, Coal 
Good, Ky., in the Harlan county fields. 
Eight companies were bn the risk. 

The blaze started injthe tipple, ran 
up the mountain side honveyor to the 
head house, and the entire works were 
burned. The Harland fire department 
and some 400 workers of the mine stood 
helplessly and watched it burn. 


Mississippi Blue Goos¢ at Jackson 


JACKSON, MISS., Dec. 31—The Missis- 
sippi Blue Goose held its annual holiday 
dance this year at the country club in 
Jackson. Rollin D. Fitts of Jackson is 
most loyal gander. The entertainment 
committee was composed of Wilson F. 
Carroll of Vicksburg and Bob Greer and 
C. B. Lowe of Jackson. 


Abnormal Losses in Alabama 


MONTGOMERY, ALA., Dec. 31—Ab- 
normal fire losses have occurred gener- 
ally throughout Alabama the past 30 
days due to the long continuous period 
of cold weather, according to A. J. 
Brame, general agent of nine fire com- 
panies for Alabama. There have been 
no outstanding fires but the losses have 
mounted to good figures. 

Mr. Brame says that the steady sub- 
freezing temperatures have resulted in 
unusual losses, particularly in dwellings 
and apartments where the constant use 
of heating plants to their full capacity 
has in many cases caused the walls to 
break down. The walls in this part of 


| the country, he explained, are not usually 
built to withstand such intense heat. It 
has been unusually cold in this section 
since Thanksgiving. 


Alabama Receipts Increase 


MONTGOMERY, ALA., Dec. 31.—An in- 
crease of approximately $50,000 in the re- 
ceipts of the Alabama insurance depart- 
ment for 1929 as compared with 1928 
is indicated by preliminary figures com- 
piled by the department, which indicate 
that the total receipts for 1929 will be 
about $1,043,875 against $984,000 in 1928. 
After deducting all the expenses of oper- 
ating the department, George H. Thigpen, 
superintendent, expects the state to net 
approximately $1,010,000. 


Three New Louisiana Exchanges 


Announcement is made from Louisiana 
Insurance Society of the organization of 
three local exchanges: The East Carroll 
Parish Insurance Exchange with head- 
quarters in Lake Providence, with J. N. 
Hill, Jr., president, and Mrs. Bessie 
Powell, secretary; the Haynesville In- 
surance Exchange at Haynesville, with 
Cc. L. Miller, president, and L. W. Baker, 
secretary, and the Minden Insurance Ex- 
change at Minden, with Thomas Wilson 
president, H. Grady Gray, vice-president, 
and J. L. McInnis, secretary. 


Alabama Collections Difficult 


MONTGOMERY, ALA., Dec. 31—wNot 
since the panic year of 1921 have field 
men met more difficulties than they have 
experienced in bringing agency balances 
within the scope of the law in the clos- 
ing days of 1929. This problem has been 
one of the chief topics in fire insurance 
circles of Alabama lately. 

Depressed business conditions, which 
have been general, have contributed 
largely, it is believed, to the state of 
affairs, but everyone is looking forward 
to the new year bringing a greater era 
of prosperity. 


| 
| 
| 
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Kentucky Notes 





The Lexington Mortgage & Insurance 
Co., Lexington, Ky., has been chartered 
by W. P. Blackburn, R. P. Maloney, Jr., 
and W. C. Kuykendall. 


When fire broke out in the Acme Motor 
Company's plant at Ashland, Ky., 48 
automobiles, 12 of them new, were 
burned, the total loss being put at 
$75,000. 





J. D. McClintock, 74, local agent of 
Paris, Ky., died at a hospital in Louis- 
ville, where he had been slowly sinking 
for a month or more, having undergone 
an operation in early November. 

Fire destroyed the warehouse and office 
of the Gulf Refining Company near Lex- 
ington, Ky., with a loss of upwards of 
$40,000. Five hundred drums of oil, gas- 
oline, kerosene and alcohol were con- 
sumed. 

D. Leonard Merriwether, 63, former in- 
surance man of Lawrenceburg, Ky., was 
buried from the home of a brother-in- 
law, R. H. Lillard of Lawrenceburg, Ky., 
having died at Asheville, N. C., of bron- 
chial trouble. Mr. Merriwether retired 
some years ago. 

Eugene Flowers, state fire marshal and 
George Caywood, deputy marshal, were 
in Cynthiana, Ky., this week to investi- 
gate the explosion and fire that prac- 
tically destroyed Brandt’s garage. The 
investigation is being made at the re- 
quest of the companies involved. 





Virginia Notes 





Charter of P. Lester Hawks, Inc., 
Richmond general agency, has been 
amended, reducing its maximum capital 
stock from $100,000 to $75,000. 

The Fire Insurance Field Club of Vir- 
ginia will hold its next quarterly meet- 
ing in Roanoke Jan. 14, President T. H. 
DeGraffenreid announces. 

The Maphis-Twyman Insurance Agency 
of Charlottesville, Va., has merged with 
the City Mortgage & Insurance Agency 
of that city. Guy F. Via, who has been 
operating the Maphis-Twyman Agency, 
will pe manager of the combined agencv. 





The national electrical code of the 
National Board has been adopted in 





Birmingham, Ala. 





San Francisco 





6¢ A DVERTISING Property Insurance” by Longnecker and Spaulding of 
‘ The Hartford, is a study of advertising and how the local agent can profitably apply 
it to the business of insurance. Single copy $2.50. Order from The National Underwriter. 
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ON THE PACIFIC COAST | 








RECONSTRUCTION PLAN TOLD 


Fred G. Clarke Outlines Companies’ 
Program at Meeting of Seattle 
Local Agents 





SEATTLE, WASH., Dec. 31.—Pre- 
dicting a period of reconstruction in the 
fire insurance business in Washington, 
Fred G. Clarke, attorney for a number 
of the companies, addressed one of the 
i? local agency meetings ever held 

ere. 

Tracing the history of the rate con- 
troversy, Mr. Clarke stated that Com- 
missioner Fishback has inaugurated a 
reconstruction program which should 
meet with the approval of all con- 
cerned. In determining what steps to 
take in the new program, a careful 
analysis of the situation has been made, 
with the question “how to determine an 
adequate rate,” figuring importantly in 
the solution. The speaker pointed out 
that if individual company experience 
should determine rates, a monopoly 
would be inevitable, since several com- 
panies could be found in every class 
with exceptionally favorable experience, 
thereby permitting them to file rates of 
a monopolistic tendency. Commissioner 
Fishback ruled that the average ex- 
perience of all companies would be used 
in determining what is an adequate rate. 

“The ideal situation,” said Mr. Clarke, 
“fs to eliminate deviations, so that rates 
may be determined by average experi- 
ence of all companies. Around this 
theory a progressive policy for the state 
has been worked out. The program will 
center on the new rate schedule to be 
filed by Washington Survey & Rating 
Bureau. That present rates are un- 
balanced was proved by the deviations, 
and J. K. Woolley, manager of the bu- 
reau, has been working for three years 
on a new schedule which will distribute 
the present income evenly on all classes. 
It is expected that the new schedule 
will be completed within six to eight 
months. The schedule should meet with 
the commissioner’s approval with the 
result that everybody will go back to 
board rates.” 


LOGGING POOL’S 1929 LOSS 
RATIO IS 277 PERCENT 


SEATTLE, WASH., Dec. 31.—AlI- 
though a few returns are still out, the 
1929 loss figures of the Logging Under- 
writers & Inspection Association can 
now be closely approximated, according 
to E. B. Ellis, representative for Wash- 
ington and Oregon. Oregon losses will 
be about 382 percent and Washington 
160 percent or an average for the two 
states of 277 percent for 1929. 

The Oregon loss over a four-year 
period is 238 percent while that of 
Washington is 63 percent. The greater 
losses in Oregon are believed due to 
poorer fire protection, 

The unfavorable year has resulted in 
approximately half of the 70 odd com- 
panies withdrawing from the pool. 

Oregon rates on donkey engines, 
felled timber and logging equipment 
have been increased 75 percent and in- 
surance on camp buildings and trestles 
50 percent. 





Organize Sonoma County Agents 


Following the adoption of a resolution 
endorsing street and highway safety 
work at the annual convention of the 
California Association of Insurance 
Agents, the Sonoma County Association, 
under the leadership of C. W. Carpenter 
of Petaluma, has been actively organiz- 
ing to further this effort. Last week a 
committee consisting of Charles Scott, 
Santa Rosa; Hubert B. Scudder, Sebas- 
topol; O. Comstock, Healdsburg; Clar- 
ence A. Miller, Petaluma, were appointed 
by President Carpenter, who will also 
act as a member of the committee. Com- 
mittees for special organization work in 


Santa Rosa, Petaluma, Healdsburg, Se- 
pastopol and Cloverdale have also been 
appointed by the Sonoma association. 


License 66 Carriers in 1929 


Sixty-six foreign carriers from other 
states have been licensed in California 
the past year, according to Commissioner 


E. Forrest Mitchell, of which 31 were 
fire, 16 casualty, seven life, 11 mutual 
life and benefit associations and one 
fraternal. Twenty-one applications are 


before the department. 


Stock Slump Hits Seattle Agency 


SEATTLE, WASH., Dec. 31—One of the 
first insurance firms here to be affected 
by the recent stock slump is the North- 
ern Insurance Agency, which is affiliated 
with the Northern Bond & Mortgage 
Company. While the agency is said to 
be solvent, President John G. Price has 
filed a petition in superior court for ap- 
pointment of a receiver and it is doubt- 
ful whether the company will continue 
in business. 


Blue Goose Plans Minstrel Show 


SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 31—The glee 
club of the San Francisco Blue Goose is 
getting plans in shape for a minstrel 
show to be staged as a part of the an- 
nual ceremonial in February. This cere- 
monial is held each year during the Fire 
Underwriters Association of the Pacific 
meeting and it is planned to make the 
entertainment this year unique and un- 
usual. In addition to members of the 
glee club, all members of the organiza- 
tion who have talent are being urged 
to participate. 


Organize Compensation Class 


SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 31—A class on 
compensation insurance is being organ- 
ized by the San Francisco Blue Goose. 
Walter A. Chowen, manager of the Cali- 
fornia Inspection Rating Bureau, is to 
be the instructor in the class which is 
open to all, whether members of the 
fraternity or not. It is to meet one night 
each week for ten weeks beginning in 
January, according to announcement of 
Kenneth M. Brown, most loyal gander. 


Oregon Losses Set Record 


The greatest number of fires and the 
heaviest November losses in the history 
of the department are recorded by State 
Fire Marshal Clare A. Lee of Oregon in 
reporting 98 fires in his state, outside the 
city of Portland, accounting for losses 
of $414,000. Total losses for the 11 
months ending Nov. 30 were $3,717,000, 
which are less than those for the same 
period of 1924, 1926 and 1928 and $10,000 
below the average for the previous five 
years. Mercantile establishments and 
stocks suffered the greatest loss in No- 
vember with farm property losses next. 


Helena May Adopt New Building Code 


HELENA, MONT., Dec. ordin- 
ance to govern future construction of 
buildings in Helena has been presented 
to the city council by the special build- 
ing code committee. The ordinance is 
patterned after the uniform building 
code prepared in 1927 by the Pacific 
Coast building officials’ conference. 

If adopted, the code will not be retro- 
active as to present buildings or occu- 
pancies, except that in cases of occu- 
pancy changes it would operate to pre- 
scribe use of buildings of specified types 
of construction. Damage or alteration 
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Its Name Indicates Its Character 


AMERICAN NATIONAL FIRE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 
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Capital $500,000 
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9,199,792.70 


$7,032,914.66 


RMOGSES PAID POLICY MOLDERS 


$12,370,008.08 








WESTERN DEPARTMENT 
Cc. B. STREET, Vice-President 
380 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Hi. 














664° ASUALTY Insurance” by C. A. Kulp covers in a single vol- 

ume a general description of this important and rapidly 
growing field, a large part of the book being devoted to workmen’s 
compensation and employer’s liability insurance. Single copy $6. 
Order from The National Underwriter. 











of existing buildings amounting to 50 
percent would bring them within the 
provisions of the ordinance. 


H. L. Lange Undergoes Operation 


Herbert L. Lange, surveyor for the 
Pacific Board in Montana, underwent a 
major operation at a hospital in Helena 
recently. He is reported as recuperat- 
ing in a satisfactory manner. 





Coast Notes 





R. B. Abbott, Anaconda, Mont., agent 
for the past 27 years, died last week. 
Robert A. Luke, independent adjuster 





of Helena, Mont., is spending the holiday 
season in San Francisco. Mr. Luke is 
known as the dean of adjusters in his 
territory. 

The I. M. Fisher general agency of 
Los Angeles will close the year with an 
increase in fire and automobile premium 
income of about $50,000 as compared 
with 1928. 

Max J. Bartell, staff engineer of San 
Francisco, was principal speaker before 
the Blue Goose at its meeting, Dec. 30. 
His subject was “Water Levels on the 
San Francisco Peninsula.” 

The Los Angeles brokerage firm here- 
tofore operated under the name of the 
California Insurance Bureau will now be 
known as Myron C. Burr & Co. The 
former name caused some confusion in 
the minds of some of the clients of the 
firm. 
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OPENING MOUNTAIN OFFICE 


American of Newark Group Has De- 
partment at Denver in Charge of 
J. L. Reams 


The American of Newark announces 
the opening of a Rocky Mountain de- 
partment at Denver. It will represent 
the three fire companies of the Ameri- 
can group, the American of Newark, 
Columbia of Dayton and the Dixie of 
Greensboro, for Colorado, Wyoming 
and New Mexico. It will also represent 
the Columbia for Utah. 

John L. Reams is manager and W. T. 
Christopher, assistant manager, with 








JOHN L. REAMS 


Carl Richter as special agent. Their 
sate ag or are in the Central Savings 

Bank building. 

Mr. Reams is well known in that sec- 

tion, having been active in the business 
of those states for 21 years. He started 
in the business in January, 1909, in the 
office of the Mountain States Inspection 
Bureau at Denver under Manager 
Burns, and served there as an engineer 
for nearly four years. In February, 
1912, he resigned to accept a field posi- 
tion with the Scottish Union & Na- 
tional, with supervision over Colorado, 
Wyoming, New Mexico and Utah. He 
was in that company’s service for over 
17 years. 
In addition to the fire representation, 
Mr. Reams will also serve as manager 
for the casualty and surety affiliation, 
the Bankers Indemnity of Newark. Or- 
ville Moore will be special agent for 
the Bankers. 





Simonton Buys Forsyth Interest 


DENVER, Dec. 31—Donald M. Forsyth 
of the Braerton & Forsyth Company has 
sold his interest in the general agency 
to L. H. Simonton, who recently resigned 
as manager of the Mountain States In- 
spection Bureau to affiliate with W. L. 








Braerton in the general agency business. 
Mr. Forsyth will retire from the business 
and Mr. Simonton and J. Leonard Brown, 
who has been connected with the firm 
for some time, will become vice-presi- 
dents. Hereafter the firm will be known 
as Braerton, Simonton, Brown, Inc. 


Mountain States Inspectors to Meet 


DENVER, Dec. 31—The week of Jan. 
19 all the district inspectors and en- 
gineers representing the Mountain States 
Inspection Bureau in Colorado, Wyoming 
and New Mexico will convene in Denver 
for the annual meeting. 


Insurance Racketeer Apprehended 


DENVER, Dec. 31—Bryan Walsh, who 
has been described as an “insurance 
racketeer,” has been apprehended by 
Denver police and turned over to Sheriff 
L. E. Alderman of Lamar, Colo. Sheriff 
Alderman was quoted in the press as 
saying that Walsh had collected between 
$10,000 and $20,000 from persons who 
gave him applications for insurance. It 
is alleged that although he had obtained 
employment with insurance companies, 
he failed to report the transactions to 
his employers. Reports here indicate he 
is being sought in a half dozen states. 


Has Agreement With Dallas Company 


DENVER, Dec. 31—Charles F. Wilson, 
head of the Wilson Adjustment Company, 
announces that his firm has entered into 
a working agreement with the South- 
western Adjustment Company of Dallas. 
According to Mr. Wilson, his firm will 
retain all its territory, but certain means 


of cooperation established by the agree-' 


ment will greatly facilitate adjustment 
work. 


Thompson Takes Mountain Field 


Following the transfer to Los Angeles 
of Charles F. Bailey, former state agent 
for the North British & Mercantile fleet 
at Denver, Thomas B. Thompson, who 
has been in Colorado for several years 
working with Mr. Railey, will cover that 
territory. In going to Los Angeles, Mr. 


Bailey, who is the son of A. T. Bailey, 
Pacific Coast manager of the fleet, suc- 
ceeds W. A. Connors, recently trans- 


ferred to the Pacific Coast head office at 
San Francisco. 


Heltzell on Holiday Visit 


A. C. Heltzell, independent adjuster at 
Denver, was in Chicago this week. He 
is spending the holidays with his sister 
at St. Louis. He formerly was one of 
the field men in the western department 
of the London & Lancashire under Mana- 
ger Charles E. Dobbs. 


Colorado Notes 


R. W. Criswell, special agent of the 
Automobile for Kansas and Oklahoma, 
is spending the Christmas holidays in 
Denver with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
B. F. Criswell. The elder Criswell is a 
well known adjuster. 

T. J. Evans, who will become state 
agent in the mountain territory for the 
Scottish Union & National and affiliated 
ecmpanies, has gone to Hartford to 
spend two weeks in the home office be- 
fore taking up his duties in Denver. 

The loss about a year ago on the B. 
Marcus clothing store at Albuquerque, 
N. M., has gone into litigation, going to 
trial there Dec. . The case has at- 
tracted considerable attention. Proof of 
loss of $23,000 was furnished and nine 
insurance companies are involved. 
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DINNER OF PITTSBURGH CLUB 


—_— 


Many Notables Will Be Present at the 
Function—Three Insurance Com- 
missioners to Speak 


The annual dinner and reception of 
the Pittsburgh Insurance Club is to be 
held Jan. 20. President John C. McCar- 
thy has made elaborate arrangements 
for this affair. Many notables in the 
business have accepted invitations. The 
new Officers will be installed at the an- 
nual dinner. Among the people who are 
to speak are Insurance Commissioner 
M. H. Taggart of Pennsylvania; Super- 
intendent Albert C. Conway of New 
York, and Superintendent C. S. Younger 
of Ohio. Among the executives that 
have already accepted invitations are 
Vice-President Edgar, United States Fi- 
delity & Guaranty; President Neal 
Bassett, Firemen’s; President P. B. 
Reed, Phoenix Assurance; R. S. Glass, 
Rochester American; Frederick Rich- 
ardson, manager, General Accident; 
Vice-President G. P. Crawford, Glens 
Falls; Vice-President W. M. Tomlins, 
American Surety; Vice-President R. H. 
Thompson, Maryland Casualty; Vice- 
President E. E. Cole, National Union; 
President E. G. Pieper, Rhode Island; 
Secretary Percy Ling, North British & 
Mercantile; Vice-President Spencer 
Welton, New York Indemnity; Deputy 
Manager Henry Collins, Ocean Acci- 
dent; President H. M. O’Brien, Chicago 
Fire & Marine; Vice-President J. J. 
Meador, U. S. Casualty; J. R. Stewart, 
secretary, Aetna; C. H. Holland, presi- 
dent Independence Indemnity; Presi- 
dent Victor Roth, Security of Connecti- 
cut; Secretary P. C. Cothran, Phoenix 
of Hartford; Vice-President J. D. Ma- 
hon, New Amsterdam Casualty, and C. 
A. Nottingham, manager, Liverpool & 
London & Globe. 


Officers Are Elected 


At its annual meeting Monday, the 
Insurance Club of Pittsburgh elected 
the following officers: President, C. A. 
Reid; vice-presidents, James W. Arrott 
and Charles H. Bokman; secretary- 
treasurer, John J. O’Donnell; chairman 
of the board, E. E. Cole, Jr. The club 
also elected three new directors, A. C. 
Supplee, P. C. McKnight and Fred W. 
Sippell. All the officers are new ex- 
cept Mr. Arrott, who was re-elected 
vice-president. Mr. Bokman was ap- 
pointed chairman on arrangements for 
the annual dinner. W. A. Edgar, vice- 
president of the United States Fidelity 
& Guaranty, wil be toastmaster.. Agency 
meetings have been arranged to be held 
the same day, as a result of which the 
dinner is likely to be marked by an 


‘of the assured. 





overflow attendance of general agents, 
managers and executives. 


Educational Activities 


The officers elected were nominated 
at a meeting Dec. 17, which marked 
the close of an educational course spon- 
sored by the Insurance Club. The 
nominating committee was composed of 
Horace S. Mason, A. C. Supplee, Paul 
McKnight and H. P. Lichtenthaler. The 
lecture course enjoyed unusual success, 
as evidenced by the average attendance 
of more than 50 persons. The term 
ended with a luncheon arranged by a 
Grace M. Kelly, Anna C. Gorwick, 
tommittee composed of Olive B. Jones, 
Helen M. Freund and Rose Stein, stu- 
dents in the educational course. John 
C. McCarthy, president, gave an address 
on “Salesmanship and Conclusion.” 


BROAD FORMS OF COVERS 
FOR HIGH GRADE RISKS 


The New York Fire Insurance Rating 
organization has revised its rules so 
that broad forms of covers for the high- 
est grade risks are given special con- 
sideration. The mutuals have been sharp 
competitors for this class and the stock 
companies have been at a disadvantage. 
The new departure will meet the needs 
The coinsurance require- 
ments are more elastic. The amendment 
to the rule reads as follows: 

“Risks of such degree of hazard or 
protection as to merit and have promul- 
gated, therefore, a blanket building and 
contents rate for three years of 25 cents 
or less are regarded as superior to those 
for which these general rules are framed. 
It is permissible to insure such risks 
under such forms as are authorized in 
connection with their specific ratings.” 


New York Meeting Date 


May 20-21 are the dates tentatively 
fixed by the New York State Associa- 
tion of Local Agents for its 1930 annual 
convention at Syracuse. It is expected 
that Percy H. Goodwin of San Diego, 
chairman of the executive committee of 
the National association, will be on hand 
at the time and make an address. 





Nassau County Board Elects 


Richard Downing of Oyster Bay is now 
president of the Nassau County (N. Y.), 
Insurance Agents Association, having 
been so elected at the annual meeting. 


Get New Jersey Prize 


At the end of its convention at Atlan- 
tic City last week the New Jersey Real 
Estate Board announced that first prize 
for advertising as shown by a 1929 ad- 
vertising exhibit, had been awarded to 





Feist & Feist, real estate and insurance 
agents, 58 Park Place, of Newark, N. J. 
A large silver loving cup symbolizing 
the award after being engraved will be 
formally presented to Feist & Feist by 
John F. O’Brien, president of the Newark 
real estate board, at a banquet in Jan- 
uary. 


Baltimore Agencies Merge 


Under the name of Schuchhardt & 
Ballard, the heretofore independent Bal- 
timore local agencies of Edmund C. 
Schuchhardt and Eugene C. Ballard are 
being merged. 


Will Repair Buffalo Fireboat 


BUFFAIA, N. Y., Dec. 31.—Following 
two years of effort to obtain proper pro- 
tection of waterfront industries here, 





the underwriters have succeeded in get- 
ting the city to proceed with repairs to 
the fire tug Grattan which was damaged 
in an oil barge blaze here early in 1927 
and put out of commission. The Buffalo 
Dry Dock Company has agreed to repair 
and recondition the steamer for $99,500 
and probably will receive the contract 
this week. Work will start early in 1930, 
it is expected. A single small tug has 
been the only marine fire fighting ap- 
paratus the city has had since the Grat- 
tan was burned. 


Frederick F. Small, 
Hartford for years, managing one of the 
oldest agencies, has also become asso- 
ciated with W. K. Johnson & Co., invest- 
ment bankers, who have purchased eight 
other brokerage offices and will become 
one of the largest investment broker 
syndicates in the east. 


local agent in 
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MORTGAGEE LOSES RIGHTS 





Confiscation of Car Used for Transport- 
ing Liquor Ruled on by 
Colorado Court 


DENVER, Dec. 31.—When an auto- 
mobile is confiscated under the Colorado 
law because it was used in the trans- 
portation of liquor the owner or mort- 
gagor has no redress and loses his rights, 
according to the decision of the Colo- 
rado supreme court in a suit brought 
by Ray R. Lindsley, automobile dealer 
of Alamosa, against J. P. Walling for 
the unpaid amount due him on the car 
sold to the latter. The car was loaned 
to a man named Barton, and while be- 
ing driven by Barton, the sheriff, armed 
with a search warrant, found 30 gallons 
of liquor in it and confiscated the car. 
The court says: 

“Our conclusion is that where, as this 
record discloses, an owner of an auto- 
mobile voluntarily parts with its pos- 
session to one who uses it unlawfully 
in transporting intoxicating liquor, the 
same may be absolutely forfeited to the 
state, even though the owner or lienor 
or mortgagee of the vehicle is unaware 
of such use. It should be observed that 
section 3720 is limited by the foregoing 
language: ‘Who voluntarily delivered 
possession of the same,’ and ‘entrusted 
by the innocent owner or lienor to an- 
other.’” 





Report On Car Recoveries 


BALTIMORE, Dec. 31—The 
port the recovery of 2,525 


police re- 
525 of the 2,612 
cars stolen the past year. In addition, 
128 machines reported stolen in other 
cities were recovered in Baltimore. 


Winter is the time to read—have a per- 
sonal copy of The National Underwriter 
sent to your home. 





REPORT IS BEING PREPARED 


Confidence Felt in the Ultimate Suc- 
cess of National Automobile Un- 
derwriters Conference Project 





NEW YORK, Dec. 31.—The utmost 
confidence is felt in automobile under- 
writing circles that company signatures 
necessary to successfully launch the Na- 
tional Automobile Underwriters Confer- 
ence on the strong reorganization lines 
approved at the general meeting of of- 
ficers here on Dec. 19, will be secured. 
The sub-committee of three of the re- 
organization committee will meet with- 
in a few days to formulate detailed 
plans for the operation of the new body. 
When the work is completed it will 
be offered the full committee for en- 
dorsement or such minor correction as 
may be determined upon. The sub- 
committee is made up of Charles M. 
Martindale, secretary Home; Charles E. 


Case, assistant manager North British 
& Mercantile, and E. S. Inglis, vice- 
president Corroon & Reynolds com- 
panies, 


Duluth Conditions Improved 


DULUTH, MINN., Dec. 31.—A much 
more satisfactory situation in regard to 
automobile business is reported by agen- 
cies here. Officials of two of the lead- 
ing offices intimated that they had the 
satisfaction of wiping out the red fig- 
ures as regards their years operations 
in automobile lines, including fire, theft 
and liability. One of those officials in 
fact said he had been notified by one of 
his companies that it proposed to with- 
draw from automobile business in this 
field except for fire and theft unless a 
cutting down in losses was shown by its 
agency here. Agents and field men are 
credited with careful selection of risks 
the last two years and that policy is 
believed to have brought about a more 


















Are You A Booster These Days? 


Optimism costs you NOTHING. A good word for your 


neighbor—your town—your Country’s welfare—will re- 


flect many benefits to you and 


to your own business. 
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$2.20.C(¢ Capital—Paid to July Ist 


The HANOVER FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY of New York Charles W. Higley, Pres. 


$12,041,380 NET SURPLUS 


$21,558,930 ASSETS 
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A Directory of Responsible Attorneys Specializing in Insurance Law 
CALIFORNIA ILLINOIS (Cont.) IOWA (Cont.) NEBRASKA 
Henry E. Sampson Sidney J. Dillon LAW OFFICES 
i Dinicalepiel & Dinkelepicl Cassels, Potter & Bentley SAMPSON & DILLON SANDEN, ANDERSON, 
Associates 


Henry G. W. Dinkelspiel David K. _ anet 

Martin J. Dinkelsmel Leonard S. Lurie 

John Walton Dinkelspiel Hiram E. Casey 
All Phases Litigation 


of Insurance 


1060 The Rookery 
CHICAGO 


| 
| 








CANADA 


Attorneys and Counselors at Law 
Suite 601 Register & Tribune Bldg. 
DES MOINES 





LAUGHLIN & GRADWOHL 
SHARP BUILDING 
LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 


Carl E. Sanden Loren H. Laughit 
Roland Max Anderson Bernard 8. /— 











EKERN & MEYERS 





Lamothe, Gadbois and Charbonneau 


Chamber ef Commerce Buliding 
17 St. James St, Montreal, Canada 
af cases of Gre, marine, life, and 


urance 

Counsels for: Security Mutus! Casualty Co., 
ional Surety Co., aa gg o7 el Insurance 
Iowa Mutual Lisbility Co 

eV OGaT ES BARRISTERS—SOLICITORS 


Insurance Attorneys 
208 So. La Salle St. 
CHICAGO 


KANSAS 


oe 


NEW JERSEY 





Ebright, Burch & Patterson 


Attorneys-at-Law 
Brown Building 
Practice—F acilities 


for ne 








Wichita 
General Insurance, Fire, Casualty and ‘| 








Silber, Isaacs, Silber & Woley 





Mehr & Mehr 


Barriesters & Solicitors 
Canadian Pacific Building 
Toronto, Ontario 
asel for National Surety Company, Lon- 
os Guarantee, & Accident Company Limited 
and United States Casualty 


Attorneys & Counselors 
HOME INSURANCE BUILDING 
CHICAGO 


Special Attention to the Law of 
Fire Insurance and Taxation 


MICHIGAN 


SAMUEL M. HOLLANDER ° 
COUNSELOR AT LAW 


Chamber of Commerce Bidg., Newark, N. J. 
Telephone 1140-1 Market 


Specialist in the Sa on Breach of Warranty 
and General Insurance Cases 








(Formerly Henry - ee, 
ic 

A it L LINES 

Represent Companies Only 


924-28 Ford Bldg. 





DETROIT 








COLORADO 


JOHN E. CASSIDY 
ATTORNEY 
Facilities to attend Investigations, 





W. Felder Cook 
Patterson Building, Denver, Colorado—Engaged in 
general insurance practice, representing st Hatties- 
burg, Mississippi, his former residence, or at Denver. 
United States Fidelity & Guaranty Co. Aetna Life 
Ins. Co. Aetna Casualty & Ins. Gb. Maryland Cas- 
ualty Co. Georgia Casualty Co. Phoenix Indemnity 
Go. Bank Service Corporation. West Side National 
Bank 
Investigation, adjustment and Litigation of claims 





Adjustments and Litigation in 
Central Illinois 


1004 Peoria Life Bldg. PEORIA 











Walters, Hicks, Carmichael & Head 


and Walters 





| DUNHAM & CHOLETTE 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
1012-1016 Grand Rapids National Bank Bldg. 











BROWN, HAY & STEPHEN 





FLORIDA 


714 First National Bank Bldg. 
SPRINGFIELD 





BLACKWELL & GRAY 
CONGRESS BUILDING, MIAMI 
Casualty, Surety, Fire, and Life In- 


surance Litigation in Southern 


Florida 





) att 


GRAND RAPIDS 











H. H. WARNER 
Attorney at Law 
Liability and Workmen’s Compensation 





_ 


305-307 Wolverine Bldg., Lansing 





HENRY, HILL & McBRIAN 
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW 
2nd Floor, Reisch Building 
Springfield, Illinois 








GEORGIA 


INVESTIGATIONS, ADJUSTMENTS, 
AND LITIGATION 





MINNESOTA 





Geoffrey P. Mahoney 


Attorney and Counselor 





Bryan and Middlebrooks 


Candier Building 
ATLANTA GEORGIA 
Shepard Bryan W. R. Tichenor 
Grover Middlebrooks W. Colquitt Carter 
Chauncey Middlebrooks Edward B. Everett, Jr. 
0. W. Bussell M. H. Meeks 
FIRE LIFE AND CASUALTY 
Insurance Litigation in the Southern States 





INDIANA 


831 Metropolitan Bank Building 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 








George A. Henry Delbert O. Wilmeth 


HENRY & WILMETH 


Insurance Attorneys 
5304-5 Meyer-Kiser Bank Building 
Indianapolis, Indiana 








ILLINOIS 


| ALFRED R. BATES 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


189 W. Madison Street 
CHICAGO 








Bradley, Williams & Harper 
19 S. La Salle St. 
Chicago, IIL 


Insurance : and litigation, all classes. 








Specially equipped to hand! 
Investigations—Adjustments—Liti 











NEW YORK 





David F. Lee, David Levene, Edwin F. Verress 


LEE, LEVENE & VERREAU 


TRIAL LAWYERS 
S16 Security Mutual Bidg. 
Binghamton, New York 











Insurance attorneys. — swe f equipped to handle 
investigations, adj over can- 
tral New York 

OHIO 
Rees H. Davis Fred J. Young Clare M. Vrooman 


DAVIS, YOUNG & VROOMAN 


Attorneys at Law 


General Insurance, Fire, Casualty & Surety 
Practice. Also facilities for imvestigations 


over Northern Ohio. 
Guardian Bldg. CLEVELAND 











KNEPPER & WILCOX 
Outlook Building 
COLUMBUS 


eed 








| MATHEWS & MATHEWS 


Attorneys At Law 
25 North Main Street 
DAYTON 














ERNEST E. WATSON - 
All Lines 
Represent Companies Only 
Including Defense of Negligence 





936 Andrus Bldg. Minneapolis 











Slaymaker, Merrell, Ward 
& Locke 
Attorneys specializing in All Phases of 


Fire, Marine, Life & Casualty 
ce Litigation 
751-760 700, Consolidated Bidg. 
INDIANAPOLIS 











BUNDLIE & KELLEY 


SAINT PAUL 











DENMAN, MILLER & WALL 











TOLEDO 
Harold raser jenn W. OW 
Stanley J. Hiett Ress W. mm « 
ampten Wall John 3. Kendrick 
George R. EMfer Gerald P. Opeataadtes 


Fraser, Hiett, Wall & Effler 


ATTORNEYS 
Suite 710 Home Bank B 
TOLEDO, OHIO. 











IOWA 
Jesse A. Miller Oliver H. Miiler 
Frederic M. Miller J. Earle Miller 
Miller, Miller & Miller 





ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS 
Adjusters and Investigators sent to any 
place in the Northwest 





SEXTON, MORDAUNT & KENNEDY | 


=f 




















Insurance artment and legislative mat- Lawyers 1601 Pioneer Building 
ters, jo poe insurance counsel 1316-1318 Equitable Building ST. PAUL 
Des Moines Eh 
MISSOURI 
pee Parrish, Cohen, Guthrie 
red . ’ en, ) 

erick A. Brown Watters & Halloran R. E. FINNEGAN 
1518, Otis Building Attorneys and Counselors at Law PLANTERS BUILDING 
CHICAGO Register and Tribune Building . LOUIS, MO. 
| | DES MOINES or. Cae “ 





Marshall, Melhorn, Marlar & Martin 
1032 Spitzer Building TOLEDO 


Edwin J. Marshall John A. Smith 
Donald F. Melhorn Thomas 
mas ©. Marlar 








FAIR & CROUCH 
Suite 1108, Hunt Building 
TULSA 
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ROYAL EXCHANGE THE STATE 


ASSURANCE ASSURANCE CO., LTD. 


=] CAR AND GENERAL , . 
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Automobile, Liability and Plate Glass 


— | 95 Maiden Lane New York : TREATIES 
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REEDS new book, “Adjustment of Fire Losses,” is a Baltica Insurance Co.., Ltd. 
comprehensive account of the methods to be fol- . (DENMARK) 

lowed in the adjusters work from start to finish. Single : 
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| 18 WASHINGTON PLACE, NEWARK, N. J. 
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DIRECTORY - OR - RESPONSIBLE & 


INDEPE 





CANADA 








ENDENT ADJUSTERS _ 








INDIANA 


MICHIGAN (Co-t.) 


OHIO nel 














Phones: Met. 170—Rew. Met. 273 SOUTHERN INDIANA ADJUSTMENT. co || W- A. GIBSON COMPANY || ©- ©. HARRIS,& COMPANY 

A MAEDONALD & Conan | | STN Me Ben Ben ADJUSTERS set 

” dill 1 Th vings 
LONDON, CANADA EVANSVILLE 5 Gailding  Baliding | | Youmectwe—g10 Mahoning Bank Bids. 
Branch Office SponteRaing in een Lene Detroit, Mich. Flint, Mich. Columbus—10th Floor, Outlook Bldg. 
218 John St. South Hamilton, Ontario B congy Ng ooh —" my M. as Fire, Auto, Burglary and Inland Marine Lime 660 Lina Fret, Bide. oe 
Phone Regent 3828 

COLORADO. WYO. AND_N. MEX. Sie ateniilie. <n THAYER’S UNDERWRITERS 





L. B. DAVIS ADJUSTMENT COMPANY 


INVESTIGATIONS—ADJUSTMENTS— 
—INSPECTIONS 
For the Insurance Companies Only 
Formerly Branch Manager, Retail Credit 
‘o., Inc. 


1014 University Bldg. Denver, Colo. 














Wilson Adjustment 
Company 


Adjesten of Insurance Losses 
} Modern Coverage 
64 Gas & incr Bldg. Denver, Colorade 
710 First Natl Bk. Bldg., Albuquerque, N. M. 
285 Two-Republics Bldg., El Paso, Texas 





= 





























ROBERT D. DENTON 


AUTOMOBILE, COMPENSATION 
LIABILITY AND CASUALTY LINES 


819 Tri-State Bldg. 
Phone Anthony 5460 Fort Wayne, Ind. 


E. L. NOLD 


Insurance Adjuster 
2819 DAVID STOTT BLDG. 
Detroit, Mich. Phone Cad. 0678 
Night Calls Lenox 8217 








INDIANA ADJUSTMENT CO. 


Automobile Adjustments 
Separate Offices at 
INDIANAPOLIS 
FORT WAYNE 
TERRE HAUTE 
EVANSVILLE 














ALLEN C. FRINK 


Adjuster Fire and Automobile Losses 
Exclusively Since 1910 
223-224 Commerce Building, 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 
Phone Office 7341 Home 2-5743 









































SURVEY COMPANY 
E. A. Thayer, Gen. Mgr. N. R. Thayer, “? 
503-6 Finance Bldg., 750 oe Pay S. 
Phone Main 6956-6957 ELAND 
Specializing in the Te: .., pe automo- 
bile losses and liability claims. 
Investigators for the past twenty-five 
years. 


| 
| 








Northern and Central Ohio 


SCOTT S. WOLF 


811 Carbon St. Fremont, Ohio 
Phone East 1008 


40 Years Experience in Real Estate, 
Insurance and Contracting Business 

































































MINNESOTA 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA Automobile Adjustments Only OKLAHOMA 
NICHOLS COMPANY | |EUGENE McINTIRE || | ywAN HANES, Inc. , 
INVESTIGATIONS & ADJUSTMENTS 318 American Central Life Building ie ame aks * ‘ Bates Adjustment Company 
justers for Insurance Companies “ ° : 
INSURANCE. COMPANIES Phone Main 0144 INDIANAPOLIS || ox We have served the companies for 
sane GAD te hand Scltin DULUTH, FARGO and MINNEAPOLIS more than thirty years 
“ “WASHINGTON, D. C. . Oklahoma City, Okla. Tulsa, Okla. ‘ 
Practical, Prompt & Courteous Service - KANSAS W. S. Hanson, Mgr. R. W. Murray, Mgr. ' 
FLORIDA KINKEL ADJUSTMENT AGENCY i 
JOHN M. KINKEL W. P. KINKEL MAIN & BAKER, Inc. THE ADJUSTMENT COMPANY 
F. L. M I L L E R Fire, Tornado and Automobile Losses f pees : Pe nesnec elie 
{ Adjusted General Adjusters pt Adjus ; 
Prompt and Efficient Adjustment HUTCHINSON de hg camaa 
Services in Southern Alabama . ea 
sad West Florida Minneapolis — Fargo—Duluth Oktahome City Tee, Okda. 
Box 1408 Pensacola, Fla. Guy H. Fuller, Mzr. L. M. Hallock, Mer. 
MoKanOkla Adjustment MISSOURI 
ILLINOI Compan PENNSYLVANIA j 
: a. wit THOS. J. ENGLISH | = 
justers for Companies Only 5 salisi { 
G. R. BARTELS Promtaees Blas, Kanan Chea me. sienna aot eneiceee WILLIAM A. CULKIN 
Insurance Adjuster 110" Hest Say. mig CL. AIMS f Insurance Adjuster ' 
166 W. Jackson Blvd. Chicago . ld s UIS. MO Representing Leading Casualty 
Health: Accident Liability Burglary Compensation KENTUCKY Pierce B &- T. LO 9 ” ~ on gee’ 
sua f 
Kentucky Indiana Tennessee | NEBRASKA ie wa Re | 
J. H. HARRISON THE JOHN D. GARMIRE rc | 
‘ ; st 
KOERTS AND KITTS GENERAL ADJUSTER Independent Adjusting Office nea ae =e 
ADJUSTERS 1245-47 Starks Bldg., Louisville, Ky. | | Omaha, Nebr. Estab. 1907 ae 4 y : 
A 804 Insurance Exchange Phone City 3015 ASSOCIATE ADJUSTERS: ewes A. Mieiaisou, erud i 
Frank A. Sucha Harvie A. Jewell 719 Coal Exchange Building 


175 West Jackson Boulevard 


CHICAGO ILLINOIS 














G. B. VAN BUREN & CO. 
ADJUSTERS 





$27S.La Salle St.,CHICAGO, ILL. 


a 








Fire Auto Casualty 


Angus B. Ferdinand 
BONDED ADJUSTER 


715 Jefferson Bldg. Tel. 6057-23818 
Over 10 years experience Established Peoria 1922 














MARYLAND 








HENRY L. ROSE & CO. 


Incorporated 
Adjusters for Insurance Companies 
General Offices 





MASSACHUSETTS 





Hubbard 7750 Everett 1220 


A. J. Macduff 


GENERAL CONTRACTOR 
Appraiser of Buildings and Fire Losses 








Jack H. Mack J. Verne Brewer 








OHIO 





THE STARK INSURANCE 
ADJUSTMENT ite 
12th Floor, Harter Bank B! 


mpanies Only 
Telephone 8341 


| 


WILKESBARRE, PA. 








TEXAS 





Malone Adjustment Company 
—General Adjusters— 


Burglary, Aue eee Floater and BALTIMORE, MD. CANTON, OHIO a Texas—New Mexico— 
“All Risk” Adjustments Wilmington, Del. Washington, D. C. and aaeeention Territory Southeast Arizona and Mexico 
Prompt and Efficient Claim Service for the 455 First National Bank Building 


El Paso, Texas 














AUTOMOBILE ADJUSTMENT CO. 
Harry L. Federman, Proprietor 
Specialist on All Automobile Losses 








Wilson Adjustment Company 


Mar Conley, iecaner 
205 Two tA — 1 Paso, Texas 








419 W. State St. Rockford, Il. 
James A. Penny, Pres. & Mgr. 
Phone Main 3587 
CASUALTY AND SURETY INVESTI- 
GATIONS AND ADJUSTMENTS 








Insurance Adjusters 
Automobile -- Fire -- Marine 


944 Free Press Buil 
DETROIT, MICH. 


Phone Randolph 0481 








pecialisine on 


Sesantlie Air Craft Losses 
H. R, Bassett KEITH BUILDING F. S. Pelton 
CLEVELAND 





Thirty-Siz Years Company Service 





Office 
PEORIA-—ILL. a vers mevten | |e aah See ele Garten oe |) at, i ea aR 
NORTHERN ADJUSTMENT CO., Inc.| | A.H. DINNING COMPANY CHARLES E. CURTIS HERBERT F. ROSENBUSH 


INDEPENDENT CLAIMS SERVICE 
327 Mason Bldg., Houston, Texas 
AUTOMOBILE—CASUALTY—FIDELITY 


this territory—U. S. F. & G. Co., N 





Union Ind., and Employers Group. 


Ten years as field claim representative in 
lorwich 














930 


a 

















ap reeneetat, 


—EE 


XUM 


January 2, 1930 


—— 





THE NATIONAL 


UNDERWRITER 








Interest in the 
Western Field 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


Already the field men of all compa- 
nies are out on the firing line. Nat- 
urally the Western Insurance Bureau 
companies that are not in the new or- 
ganization are endeavoring to hold the 
fort and stave off any mass attack on 
agencies on part of the new members of 
the Western Underwriters. 

The committee appointed by the retir- 
ine members of the Western Insurance 
Bureau to end their membership with 
the organization and to reach some con- 
clusion as to its affiliated bodies, the 
Western Sprinklered Risk Association 
and the Underwriters Adjusting Com- 
pany, will have some problem on their 
hands in unscrambling themselves and 
it will take a little time to readjust their 
activities. 

Firemen’s Is Formidable 


The most formidable Western Insur- 
ance Bureau group naturally is the Fire- 
men’s of Newark. President Bassett 
has a battery of companies that is hard 
hitting. His companies are members of 
the Southeastern Underwriters Associa- 
tion. They are not members of the Pa- 
cific Board or the Eastern Underwriters 
Association. In Western Union terri- 
tory the complexion of a number of 
Bureau and mixed agencies undoubtedly 
will be changed. The nonaffiliated com- 
panies have gone into Bureau agencies 
but have not made much success in get- 
ting into Union agencies because of the 
sharp lookout that was kept by field 
men in offices. 


New Organization Started 
With Jurisdiction in West 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


generally expressed that an admirable 
piece of constructive work had been 
done. The meeting was epochal in the 
annals of fire underwriting, and will 
doubtless be long so regarded. 


Change in Commissions 


The Bureau companies pay 20 percent 
on stocks both in frame and brick build- 
ings. The Western Underwriters As- 
sociation will maintain its commission 
on stocks at 15 percent but as a reward 
to the agents 25 percent will be paid on 
frame mercantile buildings, the same as 
brick. So far as excepted cities are con- 
cerned, the Western Union cities re- 
main. The Western Insurance Bureau 
made Detroit an excepted city. The 
new members of the Western Under- 
writers will therefore have to readjust 
their Detroit and Wayne county com- 
missions. The new commission scale 
does not apply to the Rocky Mountain 
field until the supervisory committee has 
approved it. 

Will Deal With Offenders 


The Western Union as an organiza- 
tion has not ceased to exist. It will be 
continued as an inactive body. A reso- 
lution was passed to the effect that no 
member is released from his obligations. 
Full authority to deal with violations 
up to date is continued. The new or- 
ganization will take over as fast as it 
can the Western Union machinery and 
activities. There will be no added em- 
ployees taken on. The new organiza- 
tion is augmented by 35 new members. 


Kinks Are Ironed Out 


The Netherlands, which a tew months 
ago changed its management in the 
United States to R. R. Clark, United 
States manager of the Caledonian, auto- 
matically was brought into the ranks of 
the Union. It had theretofore been a 
Western Insurance Bureau company. 
It was being gotten in line to a Union 
basis. The change in the rules nat- 
urally solves the status of the National 
Liberty and its cohorts. There had al- 
ways been some question as to the elig- 
ibility of the Westchester following the 
purchase of a large block of its stock 
by Crum & Forster, but the govern- 





ing committee felt it could not be chal- 
lenged. Furthermore, the Dixie Fire, 
which was a Union company and later 
was purchased by the American, has its 
status unchanged and the Transporta- 
tion, a Union company, was purchased 
by Crum & Forster. Thus these old 
kinks are all ironed out. 


Bureau Companies May Join 


It is anticipated that one of two ad- 
ditional Bureau companies will also 
join the new organization as a result of 
conferences now in progress. So far 
as the future of the Western Insurance 
3ureau. is concerned THE NATIONAL 
UNDERWRITER is assured from authorita- 
tive sources with the utmost positive- 
ness that the organization will be main- 
tained in all its integrity. 


Corroon & Reynolds Position 


Considerable speculation has been in- 
dulged in as to whether the Corroon 
& Reynolds companies will not now 
align themselves with either the West- 
ern Underwriters Association of the 
Western Insurance Bureau. E. S. In- 
glis, vice-president of the group, is on 
record as declaring that he will not 
join either body for a time at least, 
stating that while he has the utmost 
respect for organized effort, the field 
plant of his companies is in such con- 
dition just now that any radical over- 
turning of it is unthinkable and repre- 
sentatives making inquiry on the sub- 
ject have been so advised. 


Add “The Handbook of Fidelity & 
Surety Bonds” by G. R. Wentz to your 
library. Price $1.50. Order from The 


National Underwriter. 
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WISCONSIN 
NURNBERG-SCHIFFLER & CO. 


General Adjusters 
Underwriters Exchange Bidg. 
MILWAUKEE 


490 Broadway Phones-Broadway 4 4 


JOSEPH RICE & CO. 


INVESTIGATIONS & ADJUSTMENTS 
ALL CASUALTY LINES 
A. M, Rice, Mer., Milwaukee Eranch 
Milwaukee Office Chicago Office 
601 Guaranty Bldg. 966 Ins, Exch. Bldg. 
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THE YORKSHIRE GROUP 





HOME OFFICE 
12 Gold Street, 
New York, N. Y. 


The YORKSHIRE Insurance Co., Ltd. 
LONDON & PROVINCIAL 
Marine & General Insurance Co., Ltd. 


SEABOARD Fire & Marine Insurance Co. 
and 


The YORKSHIRE INDEMNITY Co. of N. Y. 


HOW TO WRITE RICHT? WRITE TO WRIGHTEM! 


“Even with my glasses off I can see that you are 


Field Correspondent 

















Germanic Fire 
Insurance Company 
of New York 


122 E. 42nd Street New York City 


Statement as of June 30, 1929 
Capital . . $1,000,000.00 Surplus . . $1,506,4(6.86 


Surplus to Policyholders 
$2,506,406.86 


Gain in Assets—First Six Months Operation 
$218,000.00 


Opportunities for Progressive Agents in Profitable Cities and Towns 























JAMES J. CAREY 
President 


JOSEPH GERSON 
Vice-President 


E. T. LYONS 


Sec. & Managing 
Underwriter 


THE 


COLUMBIAN NATIONAL 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 
of Lansing, Michigan 
Windstorm 


Rents Use & Occupancy 




















Since 
1899 The Northwestern Fire & Marine In- 


surance Company has been giving a complete 
insurance service of practical value to agents. 


NOW WRITING 
FIRE TORNADO HAIL LIGHTNING 
AUTO EXPLOSION’ RIOT SPRINKLER LEAKAGE 
Applications welcomed in territory where this company is not 
already represented. 


JOHN H. GRIFFIN, President 


NORTHWESTERN 


FIRE & MARINE INSURANCE COMPANY 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 
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SALES IDEAS AND SUGGESTIONS 


Helpful Hints for Fire and Casualty Insurance Producers 





Big Opportunity for Creative Selling 
In the Various Lines of Fire Insurance 


RAINING of local agents in sales- 

manship is almost unknown in fire 

insurance. Fire company executives 
would do well to note some of the adver- 
tising of life companies in insurance 
journals, and observe the extent to 
which selling helps and salesmanship 
training are offered inducements to 
agents. 

The attitude in fire insurance toward 
the selling art is strikingly illustrated 
by the reply of a fire company manager 
to a question as to what he would do, 
himself, if he were a local agent. The 
subject of discussion was the neglect of 
local agents to realize on their possibili- 
ties. It had been pointed out to the 
manager that he had been through the 
mill, was a man of wide experience, had 
reached the top from the local agency 
ranks by way of long service in the 
field, and probably knew just what a 
local agent could do to increase his in- 
come. His reply was the more startling 
from the very fact of his great experi- 
ence. He said: “I would get a good 
casualty company and develop the 
casualty lines.” The reporter was too 
paralyzed to offer any comment and 
dropped the discussion. 


Big Field for Salesmanship 
In Fire Insurance 


Yet there 


as 


is in fact a big field for 
salesmanship in fire insurance. There 
are vast amounts of property still un- 
insured, or under-insured. The instances 
where a live man starts in and quickly 
builds up a good agency, without ma- 
terially cutting in on other agents, show 
the possibilities. Attention to salesman- 
ship would largely increase the premium 
volume. 

Agents are inclined to be independent. 
Some of them brag about throwing in 
the waste basket the letters they get 
from the few companies that attempt 
“stimulation.” Perhaps they are mght. 
It may be that the right angle for help- 
ing local agents, aside from the direct 
service departments, has not yet been 
found. The first attempts of life com- 
panies to bridge the gap between the 
home office and the man with the rate 
book and furnish. workable selling plans 
were regarded as visionary. Yet the 
Diamond Life Bulletins, an independent 
service sold directly to life agents at a 
minimum of $24 a year, has an amazing 
list of subscribers and grows faster every 
year than the year before. 


Service Departments — 
Not True Selling Aids 


The fact that workable selling meth- 
ods have not been developed and stand- 
ardized in fire insurance does not mean 
that they cannot be. Scarcely any at- 








Nasal Post einen 
Leads to Other Lines 


More than one enterprising agent has 
rounded up a handsome general line of 
insurance on a big concern by doing a 
little missionary work with the lowly 
parcel post insurance as an _ entering 
wedge. It’s not particularly tempting 
to go and spend time angling for a os - 
premium—but anything that gives y 
chance to talk insurance service is nat 
to be sneered at. Concentration of in- 
surance in one capable agency is a logi- 
cal trend—and any legitimate form of 
service presentation can open the door 
to the agent’s whole story.—Hartford 
Agent. 





tempt has been made as yet. Service 
departments are to be distinguished from 
the art of selling. An agent may have a 
bargain with a customer that if he can 
reduce the premiums he will get the line, 
and then call on a company engineer for 
aid, but that is not selling. It is trad- 
ing. It does not create new business. 
It merely steers the business already on 
some agent's books into a new channel. 
The fact that the insured may increase 


his line and take additional insurance 


to the amount of the saving in prem- 
iums, or even more because of the lower 
rate, does not bring the deal into the 
class of creative selling. 

There is a big field for creative sell- 
ing in fire insurance and it will be de- 
veloped. The first step may be to “sell” 
the agents the idea that they can be 
helped by salesmanship training, and 
even before that may have to come the 


| formulation of workable selling plans. 


This will be a new 
some company will make a start, at 
least in a small way, and in a few years 
fire insurance will take its place along- 
side of life insurance in scientific sell- 
ing. 


undertaking, but 








DETERMINATION OF SOUND VALUES IS 
VITAL IN LEASEHOLD INTEREST INSURANCE 











N adequate description of leasehold 
A interest insurance is given in the 

“Clients’ Service Bulletin,” issued 
by the American Company. 
The article states, “Leasehold interest 
insurance designed to protect the 
holder of leased property against loss 
through the cancellation of his lease be- 


Appraisal 


is 


cause of fire in the property leased. A 
rents a certain property from B at a 
monthly rental of $100. 
Values May Increase 
“During the life of the lease the value 
of the property is increased so that if 
did not have the lease, he would be 
forced to pay $150 per month for the 


same or identical property with the as- 


sumption that the conditions thus 
changed will remain stable throughout 
the life of the lease. A has a leasehold 


value equivalent to $50 per month over 


the remaining life of the lease. If the 
property is destroyed by fire, the lease 


is cancelled and A loses this value. If 
he has protected it through leasehold 
insurance, the insurance company 
sumes this loss and pays A an amount 
equalling his interest in the cancelled 


as- 


lease. The main fact, however, and one 
of vital importance is a determination 
of leasehold value. 


Many Factors Considered 


“Many factors tend to increase values. 
The increase may be due to a general 
improvement in business conditions, a 
shift of business to the locality, to the 
erection of contiguous improvement, to 
improved transportation facilities, to im- 
provements in the property made by the 
lessee and many other factors. In a 
large number of leases recently ap- 
praised by the American Appraisal Com- 


pany, the leasehold inte~ests have run 
from very nominal sums to the neigh- 
borhood of millions of dollars—values 


on which protection is just as important 
as on physical values. 
Difficult to Establish Values 


“It is a difficult task to establish lease- 
hold values. As an example, when im- 
provements have been made to a build- 
ing, allowance for saving in rental must 
be made for the amortization of the 

value of the improvements. This neces- 
sitates an appraisal of such improve- 
ments. In some cases there will be 
found a tendency towards decline in the 
neighborhood, the effect of which would 
be reflected in prevailing rentals before 
the expiration of the lease. 


Must Consider Renewal Period 


“When there is a provision in the lease 
permitting the renewal at expiration, 
consideration of all factors involved must 
be extended to include the _ period 
covered by the possible renewal as 
well as the original lease and debits 








made for such obligations as are in- 
curred by the renewal as specified by 
the lease. Where the lease provides for 
payment of taxes, insurance, maintenance 
and other expenses by the lessee they 
must be computed, forecasted and con- 
sidered as debits to the capitalized sav- 
ing in rental. 

“Although comparison with similar 
properties afford the simplest method of 
leasehold valuation, it is but infrequently 
possible to find other properties which 
are sufficiently similar to afford a basis 
for intelligent and conclusive compari- 
son. 


Must Appraise Physical Property 


“Thus in most cases the determination 
the saving in rental can only be ac- 
complished through a comparison of the 
amount now being paid with the amount 
which would be a fair return on the 
property in question. In such cases, an 
appraisal of the physical properties is 
necessary. <A leasehold which possesses 
value is an asset which should be con- 
sidered in accounting and financing to 
the same extent as other elements of the 
asset accounts. Its valuation, therefore, 


of 


not only provides the basis for protecting | 


it through leasehold interest insurance, 
but provides a disinterested and reliable 
computation for meeting other require- 
ments.” 





Tornadoes Have No 


Respect for Seasons 











Cravens, Dargan & '‘Co., well known 
general agents of Houston, Tex., call 
attention to the fact that windstorms 
often damage property “out of season.” 
For instance, it cites a case where a 
tornado demolished a school building 
Oct. 30, just when the school term had 
gotten fairly under way. New school 
buildings are completed so that they 
can be occupied at the beginning of 
the year. Most people feel that there 
is little danger from severe windstorms 
until spring or summer. The school 
house referred to was in Grimes county, 
Tex., and was totally demolished. Seven 
days after the storm the school board 
had the draft for the tornado insurance 
which enabled it to start reconstruction 
at once. 


AUTO GLASS COVERAGE 
‘NNEEDED BUT NEGLECTED 


With the increasing number of closed 
automobiles on the road, the field for 
automobile plate glass insurance is. al- 
most unlimited. One large casualty 
company last year paid 2,050 claims to 
holders of automobile plate glass policies, 
and in several cases more than one loss 
was paid to the same assured. This tes- 
tifies to the general need of automobile 
owners for this coverage, which is per- 
haps the most neglected among the 
various automobile lines. 

When the glass in a car is broken the 
cost of replacement will range anywhere 
from $7 to $75. If the owner has a col- 
lision damage policy with the $50 or 
$100 deductible clause, he will have to 
pay all or most of the loss for broken 
windows out of his own pocket. The 
premium on an automobile plate glass 
policy is so small, the hazard so great, 





and the protection so obviously neces- 
sary, that little sales resistance is en- 
countered among prospects. 





Aircraft insurance is just beginning to 


grow. Get in on the ground floor with 
the F. C. & 8S, Bulletins. Write The 
| National Underwriter Company for in- 


| formation. 











| Expert Tells About Sales Letters 














There are only two real kinds of sell- 
ing for the average business firm, per- 
sonal and direct mail, John Howie 
Wright, editor of “Postage Magazine,” 
comments in an interesting article on 
the subject of direct mail selling printed 
in “News from Home,” the publication 
of the Home of New York fleet. It 
generally recognized that insurance 
must be sold primarily through personal 
solicitation, but a valuable department 
of every insurance organization is that 
devoted to direct mail, because well pre- 
pared pamphlets, letters and other liter- 
ature pave the way for personal calls. 

Of the several kinds of direct mail 
matter, Mr. Wright says, a letter is the 
very best and he adds that the more 
personal a letter is the more success- 
ful it will be. 


Gives Word of Advice 


is 


“You should never overlook any op- 
portunity to write your customer a let- 
ter,” he advises. “Letters can be writ- 
ten at Easter time, vacation time, Christ- 
mas, New Year’s, anniversaries and so 
forth. The cost is nominal; the results 
can be tremendous. 

“For getting new trade the letter is 


the least expensive and most. powerful 
form of selling—next to personal sell- 
ing.” Then Mr. Wright gives three 
rules for writing these letters so that 
they will bring replies: 

1. You must put something in the 
letter that is of personal interest to the 
one who gets it. 

2. You must convince him that what 
you want him to do will result to his 
benefit if he does it. 

3. You must write specifically and 
not generally. 


Letter Must Have Appeal 


He says that unless the letter appeals 
to profit, utility and pride its chance of 
success is only one in ten. 

“Let me ask you something,” Mr. 
W right says. “Suppose you had a mail- 
ing list of 1,000 prospects—a prospect is 
one who can use your product, can af- 
ford to buy it and is so located that he 
can buy it—and you wrote them every 
month for five years. At the end of the 
five years how many of these prospects 
would not be customers? Mighty few. 
If the prospects are prospects and your 
letters are right and you are persistent, 
there is no such words as failure.” 
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Algire Reviews 
Burglary Cover 


Underwriting Results Fairly Satis- 
factory Although Losses Are 
Steadily Mounting 


PREMIUMS ARE _ $35,000,000 


National Surety Vice-President Analy- 
zes Year, Showing Average Rate 
Was $6 Per $1,000 


NEW YORK, Dec. 31.—Burglary in- 
surance premiums this year the country 
will 


over approximate $35,000,000, or 
virtually equal the volume of 1928. 
Analyzing the record of the past 12 


months, R. A. Algire, vice-president of 
the National Surety, says the aggregate 
premiums represent about $500,000,000 
of burglary, robbery and theft coverage, 
indicating an average rate of 
$1,000 for the indemnity written. 
The contribution of New York State 
to the total income will be $9,000,000, 
this city alone furnishing $6,500,000. 
Notwithstanding the fact that 1929 has 
been the most disastrous year in the 
history of the business, in so far as bank 
robbery losses are concerned, Mr. Algire 
states, the underwriting results in all 
divisions have been fairly satisfactory. 


$6 per 


Vermont Long in Lead 


He adds, “For the five years prior 
to 1929, Vermont had the lowest loss 
ratio on burglary, robbery and theit 


lines, and Nevada the highest of all the 
states. The subjoined shows the rela- 
tive standing of each state based upon 
its ratio of losses to premiums written, 
a record that may be changed when 
authoritative and final returns are avail- 
able, in so far as Iowa and Wisconsin 
are concerned, each having sustained 
unusually heavy burglary bank robbery 
losses in 1929. The state record is: 
“Vermont, New Hampshire, Maine, 
Delaware, South Carolina, Connecticut, 
Wyoming, Maryland, Wisconsin, West 
Virginia, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, Virginia, Kentucky, 
Mississippi, New Jersey, New Mexico, 
Minnesota, Montana, Massachusetts, 
Georgia, California, Iowa, Ohio, Ore- 
gon, Indiana, District of Columbia, 
Tennessee, Idaho, New York, Texas, 
Arkansas, ‘Colorado, Nebraska, Louis- 
iana, South Dakota, Alabama, Illinois, 
Missouri, Florida, Utah, Kansas, Ari- 
zona, North Dakota and Nevada.” 


Trend Yoward Liberalization 


Continuing, Mr. Algire notes, “For 
many years there has been a tendency 
toward liberalizing all forms of burg- 
lary, robbery and theft policies, making 
the contracts more favorable to the 
public. 

“The most recent changes in this di- 
rection were the elimination of what is 
known as the ‘fire clause’ from a great 
many of the policy forms. This clause 
excluded liability for losses occurring 


XUM 





Noncancellable Lines 


Will Be Stimulated 
EFFECT OF NEW LIFE RATES 


Companies Are Boosting the Charge for 
the Total and Permanent Dis- 
ability Clause 


Inasmuch the life 
increasing) their total and -permanent 
disability rates and are for the most 
part adopting the standard provisions 
recommended by the National Conven- 
tion of Insurance Commissioners, com- 
panies writing noncancellable disability 
insurance undoubtedly will find their 
business greatly stimulated. The rates 
which the life companies are adopting 
for their disability clauses are generally 
higher than the noncancellable compa- 
nies are asking. For the most 
companies writing noncancellable dis- 
ability insurance are pretty sure of their 
ground in more recent years both as to 
reserves and acquisition cost. They have 
been studying their own experience. 


as 


Life Companies Still Confused 


The life companies are still confused 
the outcome of their disability 
program. So far, the methods of check- 
ing up on people taking the disability 
clause with life insurance are inadequate 
and unsatisfactory. There is no central 
clearing house for reporting medical im- 
pairments, rejections and so on, on those 
taking the disability clause as the life 
companies have for giving information 


as to 


on. Undoubtedly many people have 
loaded up heavily on disability insur- 
ance in taking out life policies. In the 


past the life companies have not charged 
nearly enough for their disability clause. 
As a matter of fact, the clause has been 
liberalized through competition. 


Need More Careful Underwriting 


Some companies have done very little 
underwriting from a disability stand- 
point, although they have been careful 
from a life insurance standpoint. There 
are some very marked differences, how- 
ever, in passing on risks for life and dis- 
ability. 

If the companies writing noncancella- 
ble insurance care to take advantage of 
the situation undoubtedly their produc- 
tion will greatly increase this year. 


during or as a result of a fire. The 
elimination from all burglary policies of 
the clause excluding liability loss 
caused by or contributed to by invasion, 
insurrection or war. 


tor 


Cover Safe Deposit Boxes 


“The residence burglary, theft and 
larceny policy, which is one of the most 
popular forms issued, has been extended 
to cover property in safe deposit boxes, 
also to cover up to $100.00 in entrances, 
porches and outbuildings. The coverage 
under the policies on store rooms has 
been increased from $50 to $100. 

“A provision has been made for cover- 


ing what is known as the ‘kidnapping | 


hazard,’ in the robbery policies 
small additional premium. This 
napping form of robbery has become 
very popular in certain cities. Instead 
(CONTINUED ON LAST PAGE) 
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companies are 


part, | 


Cullen Gives Views on 
Conditions for Year 


| 
Is OPTIMISTIC FOR 1930 





Declares Stock Market Collapse Has 
Carried Some Important Lessons 


for Business Men 


National 


for surety 


Vice-President Cullen of the 
that the outlook 
busi 1930 is fairly good. He 
an increased volume in which 
produced a heavy loss ratio in 1929 and 
an upward trend in the ratio of 
classes which showed a pre 
mium volume in the year. He says: 
“The year just closing has been 
very trying one for surety and casualty 


Surety says 





ness in 


sees 


classes 


loss 
declining 


|} companies, particularly those writing 
chiefly fidelity and surety business 
| While the different 1929 factors have 
|not yet been assembled, we can state 
| that the year has tried to the utmost 
| the ingenuity of underwriters 
| “The high speculation in the stock 
| market, the inflated-values of securi 
| ties, the utter carelessness of many 


| business people handling their business, 


| the consequent large and complicated 
| losses, the expansion in some lines at 
the expense of others, the recession in 
real estate values and the falling-off in 
building construction have given us a 


lopsided year. 
“Fidelity business has profited 
from a volume standpoint, but likewise 
has suffered the heaviest Surety 
business has suffered most from the point 
of volume, but been much 
lower. The results confirm my theory 
that when general business is good 
surety business falls off, but its losses 
|are small. The fidelity business on the 
other hand meets the increase, but with 
proportionately large losses. 
Will Be 


most 


losses. 


losses have 


Picture Reversed 


my opinion, in 1930 the 
reversed. Fidelity business 
ahead so rapidly, but losses re- 
sulting from dishonesty will drop 
sharply. Our surety business will in- 
crease, and unless a great deal of care 
is used in the underwriting of this branch 
we will have large losses there. 


picture 
will 
not go 


- Ss 





Che burglary insurance business may 
| show large losses after the first of the 
| year because of unemployment, poverty 
and tight money, but a saving factor 
here will be that merchants are not over- 
stocked, have not been carrying large 
lines and thefts will not be as big. Bur- 
glary insurance will not increase rap- 
idly in 1930 because there will be a 
great deal of hand-to-mouth buying 
|} until the situation is better stabilized. 


“Taking it all in all, I think 1930 will 
| be a good year for fidelity and surety 
companies. The recent collapse in the 
stock market has offered concrete evi 
dence of what can happen when 
are under stress and under pressure. 
The large have awakened thou- 
| sands of men to the necessity 
| for crime insurance [The many dis- 
| putes and the resultant litigation from 
the collapse in the market have also 
impressed business men with the neces- 
| sity for guaranteeing contracts and 
| agreeements, that I think that the 
| fidelity and surety companies will be a 
very important factor in the business 
history of 1930.” 


men 


| 
losses 


Dusiness 


so 





Year’s Results 
to Be Surveyed 
Committee of the National Bureau 


Will Go Over Burglary 


Experience 
HEAVY LOSSES ARE SEEN 


Bank Robberies Are Found to Be 


Shifting from State to State 


These Days 
NEW YORK, Dec. 31 In the light 
of the numerous heavy losses that have 
occurred throughout the central west, 
and particularly in Wisconsin and Iowa 
in recent months, the special commit- 


tee named by the burglary department 
of the National Bureau of Casualty & 
Surety Underwriters to review the ex- 
perience of the year will give unusual 


attention to the assigned task. Though 
bank burglaries are by no means occur- 
rences of the past, they are not nearly 
as frequent as in the earlier years. Pro- 


overed that it 
institution 


fessional crooks have dis« 


is far easier to hold up an 

than to dynamite a safe or vault. In 
the large majority of cases successful 
holdups are staged by expert robbers, 
whose plans have been carefully ma- 
tured and are carried out without regard 
to the thazard to human life. When 


amateurs 
ture almost 


emulate them, cap- 
follows. 


attempt to 


invariably 
Shift from State to State 


bank roLveries 

state to state, 
spe ial object of 
When the police 
or the bankers 
adopt measures, the 
highwaymen change their base of opera- 
tions to other fields. Thus it is difficult 
to determine whether particular 
state can be regarded as a profitable 


feature of 
shift from 


ones being the 


A peculiar 
is that 
certain 
attention for a season 
become unduly alert 

protective 


they 


special 


any 


territory for the burglary companies 
through a series of years. It is, there- 
fore, unwise to allow material rate re- 
ductions for any special commonwealth 


or group of states. 


Iowa Example Seen 


Thus lowa, where the idea of organ- 
izing county vigilante committees was 
first conceived, ran along for several 


years with a remarkably low loss ratio, 
only to experience a sharp reversal of 


form during 1929. The losses for the 
latter period threatened to wipe out all 
previous profits. What the record of 
the country as a whole will be will be 
known only when complete experience 
figures are tabulated. These are now 
being gathered. 

There has been no suggestion of a 
change in policy conditions. The pres- 
ent day trend in the insurance business 


is rather to broaden’ than to restrict 
coverages, the thought being to meet 
the loss record by rate adjustments. 
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Laboratories Reports on 
Some Important Points 





The Underwriters Laboratories in its 
casualty report states in the matter of 
anchors for window cleaners, the most 
important new development is that all 
listed anchors shall be corrosion resist- 
ing forgings instead of the castings 
heretofore acceptable. 

In the past year there has been a 
widespread development of lifting de- 
vices for automobiles at service stations. 
Such equipment must operate with 
safety to the employes working under 
the car. Careful testing to determine 
the efficiency of the control devices, the 
strength of the pressure containing 
cylinder enclosing the lifting ram and 
the electrical appliances associated with 
the mechanism have been made. 


Refrigerating Systems 
The outstanding feature of the year 
has been the widespread adoption of 
the refrigerating systems in apartment 
buildings. A central power unit applies 


refrigerant directly to many cooling 
units in refrigerator boxes throughout 
the building. This has presented many 
problems to safeguard the public against 
accidental escape of refrigerant. The 
whole question has been agitated by 
several deaths which were alleged to 
have been caused by the escape of re- 
frigerant in small apartments. A safety 
code of national scope is now being pre- 
pared. 

Considerable attention has been given 
to the fuel ignition, lighting, heating and 
exhaust systems of buses. In some 
cases it has been felt that exhaust gases 
entering the passenger compartment 
have caused gas poisoning. Some in- 
stances of such accidents are a matter 
of record. 

About the middle of last year the 
Laboratories started to erect in Lemont, 
Ill., a station to conduct explosive tests 
on safes and chests. Some torch tests 
have been completed. 








Levee District Can Levy 
Taxes in Mississippi 


The Yazoo and Mississippi Delta 
levee district can legally levy a privi- 
lege tax, according to a Mississippi su- 
preme court decision. The North Amer- 
ican Accident contested a demand that 
it pay $200 for each of the years 1926, 
1927 and 1928, for the privilege of doing 
accident insurance business within the 
district during those years. It contended 
that it was not liable for the levee privi- 
lege taxes, because, by Chapter 185, 
Laws of 1922, “the insurance commis- 
sioner shall collect and pay into the 
state treasury the following licenses and 
privilege taxes, which shall be in lieu 
of all other licenses and privilege taxes, 
state, county or municipal;” that it had 
paid its state privilege taxes to the state 
insurance commissioner, and therefore 
the use of the word “municipal” in the 
statute operates to relieve appellant of 
these levee privilege taxes; that since 
the words “municipal” and “municipal 
authority” may include governmental 
districts, such as levee districts, the 
terms as used in these statutes should 
be given that interpretation in favor of 
the taxpayer. 

It was held by the court that statutes 
such as this do not have these levee dis- 
tricts in purpose, unless the terms there- 
of show either by express words, or by 
terms that are otherwise satisfactory, 
that these districts were meant to be 
included. The district under considera- 
tion is not a municipal corporation. 
Levee districts are governmental agen- 
cies for the purpose of carrying on only 
certain public improvements. There can 
be no question that levee boards, under 
the constitution, are bodies politic en- 
tirely separate and distinct from munic- 
ipal corporations for the purpose of 
taxation. 


New Missouri Rates in Effect 


Missouri's new workmen’s compensa- 
tion rates, effective Jan. 1, will effect an 
annual saving of approximately $200,000 


fro the employers of the state, H. R. 
Northrup, director of the workmen's 
compensation bureau of the Associate 
Industries of Missouri, has estimated. 


Under the new schedules the rates for 
406 classifications are reduced and 213 
increased while 72 were not changed. 


The average reduction is 2.4 per cent. 


The new rates, prepared by the Na- 
tional Council on Compensation Insur- 
ance, were approved by Superintendent 


Thompson with a few minor changes. In 
10 classifications Superintendent Thomp- 
son reduce dthe schedules submitted by 
the National Couneil. 


About one-third of the compensation 
risks in Missouri are carried by self 
insurers 





Insured Fails to Notify 
Company of Court Action 


Insured failed to appear when sued 
and failed to forward or turn over to 
the company the summons and com- 
plaint in the action against insured. The 
company knew nothing of the action 
until served with process in a new 
action against itself by the injured per- 
son. The assured had not paid the 
judgment by default obtained against 
him and was insolvent. Held that the 
injured person is under the same dis- 
ability to which the insured would be 
subject should he pay the judgment and 
seek indemnity under the policy. 

Of course, that does not necessarily 
mean that by agreement or collusion 
the insured and insured may defeat the 
claim or prejudice the rights of the 
injured party, but the record here pre- 
sents no consideration of this character. 
Substantial compliance with the terms 
of the policy was easily within appellee’s 
power. She knew of the terms of the 
policy for she sued upon it, and she 
could have seen to it that appellant was 
promptly furnished with a copy of the 
complaint and summons and advised of 
the date service was made upon assured. 
It would have been immaterial that 
she, rather than assured, furnished such 
copies and such information. The con- 
tract and the statute provide for a suit 
“under the terms” of the policy or “sub- 
ject to its terms and limitations,” and 
in the most favorable view to the in- 
jured party, it was contemplated he 
would comply with such terms to the 
extent of his ability. Metropolitan Cas- 
ualty vs. Colthurst. U. S. C. C. A. 9th 
Cir. ((Calif.) 


Lincoln Rescinds Self 


Insurer Action on 70 Cars 


LINCOLN, NEB., Dec. 31. — The 
Lincoln city council has rescinded its 
recent action in cancelling liability in- 
surance on its 70 cars and trucks the 
first of the year. Mayor Love says the 
council came to the conclusion that the 
$1200 cost attached was less than that 
which might follow if one of the city 
officers instead of an insurance expert 
were called in to settle a few losses 
during the year. It was also found that 
the policies now in effect expire at all 
dates during the year. The council will 
later start to build up a fire insurance 
fund, but for the present, with the ex- 
ception of the street department, no fire 
or theft insurance will be carried on 
cars and trucks, 








Charleston Adopts Its Own 
Compulsory Liability Law 


CHARLESTON, §&. C., Dec. 31. 
—The city council of Charleston 
has passed an ordinance requiring 
the owners or operators of auto- 
mobiles in this city to carry lia- 
bility and property damage insur- 
ance of $5,000 for each car, or file 
indemnity bonds. The act at first 
applied only to motor vehicles 
operated for hire, but was amend- 
ed to include all vehicles. 

Securing this insurance is made 
precedent to obtaining a city 
license. When the car owner goes 
to the Charleston city treasurer 
for a registration number for his 
car, he has to file with the city 
treasurer a certificate from an in- 
surance company, certifying that a 
liability and property damage 
policy or bond has been issued. 











Judgments Unpaid, 
Defendants Jailed 


Two cases of imprisonment on unpaid 
damage suit judgments under the pecu- 
liar Illinois law have recently “made the 
front page” in the Chicago newspapers. 
This law provides that in case of failure 
to pay a judgment where malice is in- 
volved the defendant may be imprisoned 
for six months if the judgment creditor 
will pay his board at the county jail. 
The law has been used mostly in auto- 
mobile cases, as many people own cars 
who are not able to pay large judgments 
and imprisonment is used to put 
pressure on them or their friends. 


Jailed in Six-Year-Old Case 


In one of the recent Chicago cases, 
Anthony E. Heidererich suffered a 
judgment of $2,500 won by Miss Fannie 
Kaplan in 1923. MHeidererich disap- 
peared for several years, but for four 
years Miss Kaplan kept in touch with 
the sheriff's office and he was finally 
captured. A writ of habeas corpus was 
taken out in his behalf, but the court up- 
held the imprisonment law and re- 
manded him to jail. 

The other case that recently made the 
front page was one of alienation of af- 
fections. John W. Cherry got a judg- 
ment of $5,000 against Joseph Asch. 
Asch was imprisoned under this law 
and appealed to the court, but Judge J. 
G. Van Keuren ruled that he could be 
jailed in spite of his plea of bankruptcy, 
since malice was included in Cherry’s 
cause of action. 

The law is a very old one and had 
not been used for many years until it 
was dug up by a lawyer at East St. 
Louis. A policyholder in a reciprocal 
in that city suffered a judgment of $5,000, 
which the reciprocal failed to pay. The 
plaintiff had the defendant imprisoned. 


Restaurant Owner’s Dilemma 


Another automobile case was that of 
a restaurant owner in Chicago. During 
a street car strike the baker was won- 
dering how he could get his waitresses 
to work. The chef said his brother-in- 
law had an automobile and he would 
borrow it and bring in the waitresses. 
In driving the car he killed a man and 
suit was brought against the restaurant 
owner on the ground that the chef was 
engaged in his business, against the 
owner of the car, and against the chef. 
The owner of the car was dismissed but 
the owner of the restaurant, with the 
chef, suffered a judgment of $15,000. The 
restaurant owner said it was not his car 
and he would not pay. He was sent to 
jail. 

Old Man A. & H. says: “You can lose 
your shoes and you will feel out of place 
but boy it’s really awful if you miss a 
copy of The Accident & Health Review.” 
175 West Jackson boulevard, Chicago. 





Lincoln Mutual Indemnity 
Receives Its Ohio License 


ENDLY IS GENERAL MANAGER 


Men Prominent in Ohio Business Cir- 
cles Among Officers and Directors 
of Company 


The Lincoln Mutual Indemnity of 
Mansfield, O., has been licensed by the 
Ohio department. For the time it in- 
tends to make an intensive cultivation 
of its home state. It will write full 
coverage automobile, physicians and 
hospital expense, plate glass and per- 
sonal accident. The Lincoln Mutual is 
the logical successor of the Great 
American Mutual Indemnity. A num- 
ber of the former company’s agents will 
represent the new company. 

The Great American Indemnity was 
one of the large automobile insurance 
writers in the state. The company was 
liquidated and the Ohio department an- 
nounced that every claimant would re- 
ceive full payment. 

W. H. Davey, president of the Em- 
pire Steel Corporation, is president of 
the new company; H. G. Brunner, presi- 
dent Pioneer Storage Company and 
chairman of the Democratic state com- 
mittee, is vice-president. C. H. Henkel 
is general counsel. S. H. Glessner is 
treasurer, in charge of underwriting. 
Henry R. Endly, who was the main fac- 
tor in the old Great American Mutual, 
is secretary and general manager. In 
addition to the officers, R. C. Hoiles, 
owner of the Mansfield “News,” Lorain 
“Times-Herald” and Bucyrus “Chron- 
icle-Telegram,” and R. B. Gardner, well 
known motor car dealer in Mansfield, 
are directors. The companv has a guar- 
anty capital of $100,000. It starts with 
over 100 agents in Ohio. 


Sales Letter Portfolio 
Prepared for Agents 





A recent survey of the problems and 
experiences of agents who advertise 
brought out the fact that there is a 
scarcity of strong and convincing sales 
letters that will inspire confidence and 
stimulate action. This condition is far 
from unknown to insurance advertisers, 
yet it deserves positive thought and 
remedy. 

It has always been the opinion of 
those who constitute the advertising 
department of the Standard Accident, 
that personalized letters are an excel- 
lent sales medium when carefully com- 
posed and logically timed to fit occa- 
sions and localities. Because of this, 
and the fact that experience has been 
most convincing in exhibiting the ef- 
fectiveness of this type of direct sales 
appeal, a great deal of time and money 
has been expended in the preparation 
of a model sales letter portfolio, which 
is placed at the disposal of every Stan- 
dard Accident agent. 


Ask Ancillary Receiver 


A petition for the federal court in In- 
dianapolis to appoint a receiver for the 
Motor Transit Mutual of Chicago has 
been filed by the Consolidated Coach 
Corporation of Lexington, Ky., and six 
other Kentucky motor bus operators. 
The complaint alleges that the insurance 
company is insolvent and that interests 
of approximately 50 Indiana policyhold- 
ers are endangered. The conipany is 
indebted inore than $250,000 for losses 
and claims and already is being operated 
by a receiver in Kentucky, it is said. 
The Indianapolis action is reported to 
be for appointment of an ancillary re- 
ceiver, as Fred E. Hummel was ap- 
pointed receiver of the mutual in Illinois 
last November. The mutual suffered 
heavy losses as the result of the gen- 
eral bad experience on motor bus lia- 
bility lines. 
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Massachusetts Mutual Is 
Thrown into Receivership 


DEFICIT SET AT $288,087 


Follows Two Other Companies That 
Attempted to Write Under Com- 


pulsory Auto Insurance Act 
BOSTON, Dec. 31.—A_ permanent 
injunction against the Massachusetts 


Mutual Liability of Boston was granted 
in supreme judicial court on request of 
the Massachusetts department. Henry 
F. Hurlburt, a Boston attorney, was 
appointed receiver for the company. 
According to an examination by the 
department completed Oct. 31, the com- 
pany had total admitted assets of 
$32,342 and total liabilities of $318,476, 
leaving a $288,087 deficit. This, it is un- 
derstood, has been largely decreased 
during the past month by collections. 
Carrier Has 1,200 Claimants 


The company has 12,000 policyhold- 
ers and 1,200 claimants. Business was 
confined to automobile liability and 
property damage lines. The Massachu- 
setts Mutual Liability was formed two 
years ago to write under the compul- 


sory auto insurance act of Massachu- 
setts, and it is the third mutual com- 
pany in the state formed for that 


purpose to fail. The preceding companies 
were the Car Owners Mutual and the 
Bristol Mutual Liability. 

Results of 1929 Examination 


The company has been under close 
supervision of the department for some 
months. An examination was made in 
July, 1929, which showed $79,488 ad- 
mitted assets and $99,534 liabilities, with 
$20,046 deficit. Net premiums in 1928 
amounted to $211,637 and _ disburse- 
ments were $148,070. 

As of October 31, the company had 
overdue agents’ balances and premium 


notes amounting to $101,578, much of 
which has since been collected, and 
which will reduce the deficit. John E. 


Burns of Arlington is president. 


St. Louis Demand Would 
Hit Kansas City Exchange 





ST. LOUIS, Dec. 31—The Cupples 
Company, manufacturers of wooden 
ware and automobile tires, has filed 
suit in the St. Louis circuit court against 
the Fidelity & Surety Underwriters of 
Kansas ‘City, Mo., to collect $25,000 un- 
der a blanket surety bond, alleging that 
Frank M. Wright, treasurer of the Cup- 
ples company until March, 1929, em- 
bezzled $35,898 during the 20 months in 
which the Kansas City company’s bond 
was in effect. 

If forced to pay the entire amount 
demanded, the Kansas City reciprocal’s 
funds would be sadly depleted. Accord- 
ing to Best’s reports of this year, the 
exchange on Dec. 31, 1928, had only 
$37,968 guaranty fund paid up, and sur- 
plus of only $19,936 over all liabilities. 
The exchange started in 1924. 

Embezzlement Kept Secret 


The reciprocal company has declined 
to comment on the suit. However, it 
is probable that refusal of the Cupples 
company to prosecute Wright for the 
alleged shortage and its delay in filing 
the claim, are the reasons why payment 
has been withheld. The alleged em- 
bezzlement was kept secret for about 
ten months, during which time Wright 
and his family removed from St. Louis 
to California. He had worked for the 
Cupples company for about 40 years, 
starting as office boy. The alleged short- 
age was detected by an auditor last 
March and Wright is said to have ad- 
mitted the embezzlement. An interest- 
ing feature is that is said to have con- 
fessed to taking $3,755 more than the 
auditors have been able to account for. 





Toastmaster 














w. 


A. EDGAR 


W. A. Edgar, vice-president of the 
United States Fidelity & Guaranty, will 
be the toastmaster at the annual ban- 
quet of the Pittsburgh Insurance Club 
Jan. 20, when a large galaxy of not- 
ables will be present. Mr. Edgar is no 
novice in presiding over functions of 
this character. 





Aetna Analyzes Causes 
of Its Accident Claims 





An analysis of statistics recently com- 
piled by the Aetna Life brings out some 
interesting facts concerning the relative 
importance of accident causes. The per- 
centages given on the accompanying 
table are based both on the number of 
accident claims settled and the amounts 
paid, 1922-1928. 

Although the automobile is not listed 
as having caused the greatest number 
of accidents, it should be pointed out 
, that many of the claims included under 
the heading “pedestrian” can be attrib- 
uted to the automobile. Also, it should 
|be noted that 28.6 percent of all the 
|money paid by the company for per- 
| sonal accidents during the period cov- 
|}ered was paid for accidents involving 
automobiles. It can be concluded, 
| therefore, that the automobile, beyond 
any question, was the heaviest single 
contributor to the Aetna’s bill for per 
sonal accidents. 

Nearly one-fourth of all the claims 
paid were for accidents that occurred in 
buildings other than private homes, but 
such accidents were not nearly so costly 
as the total amount the Aetna paid for 
accidents that happened in buildings was 
only a little more than half the amount 
paid for automobile accidents. 

The home does not begin 
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Dime Protection 





for Careless Kids 








SHEBOYGAN, WIS., Dec. 31.—The 
Lincoln Glass Casualty Company, organ- 
ized in the Lincoln school here last 
spring, is the result of study made by 
eighth grade pupils, in insurance, 
history, varieties and purposes, as a 
part of a course in economic arithmetic. 
With a 12-year-old president, and other 
12-year-old officers and adjusters, the 
company functioning effectively 
and earnestly as many with large assets. 
The company has been found to fill a 
vital need at the school where a limited 
playground makes it hardly possible for 
the 500 children not to break windows 
while playing ball. 

Breaking windshields and windows of 
the numerous cars parked in front and 
at the side of the school has been a com- 
paratively frequent occurrence. How- 
ever in breakage, “Stones don’t count,” 


its 


is as 


the president of the company warns the | 


policyholders and prospects. 
Policies Are 10 Cents Apiece 


Insurance policies sell for 10 cents and 
protect policyholders against window 
breakage while playing ball on school 
days between the hours of 7:45 a. m. 
and 4:45 p. m. A clause protecting 
against breakage by football is yet to be 
written into the policy. Before this in- 
surance company replaces broken win- 
dows President Gordon Hildebrandt and 


three other officers, acting as a board ot } 


adjusters, interview the child who broke 
the window and all witnesses. They 
then decide if the window was broken 
accidentally and should be replaced by 
the company. 


Crack Not Considered Break 


A crack is not considered a break and 


will not be replaced. When proof is 
found that breakage was due to care- 
lessness on the part of the child, the 


company stands only half of the bill. 
Since the beginning of this semester 
the company has sold 70 insurance poli- 
cies. Last year there were 250, and it 
is planned to double the number this 
year. Since the “casualty” company 
came into being it has paid for 10 out 
of 16 windows broken, and it has paid 
half on two others. Money kept over 
from year to year is kept in trust for 


future emergencies. Almost $50 is in 
the treasury now. 
The company uses posters, school 


talks and cold canvass in selling new 
policies. 

As to the company standing half the 
cost on breakage due to carelessness, 
Arnold Keppler, 12, secretary, says: “We 
pay half to keep faith. If we didn't we 
couldn’t sell any more insurance. Some 
of the kids are tough to sell to anyway, 
until they smash a window. Then they 
come with their dimes.” 

The four officers act as salesmen. 
They work without commission and 
they work as long as a possible client 
is in sight. 





Big Bond in Steamer Collison Case 


An ad interim bond for $1,625,000 
has been executed on behalf of three 
steamship corporations in proceedings 


harbor some days ago of the steamship 
Algonquin with the liner Fort Victoria. 
Che underlying bond was written by the 
Southern Surety with various companies 
| participating. 

Confer Jan. 3 on Automobiles Rates 

Representatives of the National Bu- 
j reau of Casualty & Surety Underwrit- 
}ers and of the New York department 
j will confer Jan. 3 
| 
| 


regarding automobile 
| liability and property damage rates to 
be used in the state in 1930. It is an- 
ticipated an accord will be reached, and 
| that the new figures will become opera 
tive on and after Jan. 15. 


Retires from Surety Field 


The General Casualty & Surety of 
Detroit is retiring from the surety field. 
| It will devote its activities entirely to 
casualty insurance. E. M. Clennon 
| manager of the surety department. 


Hudson Changes Stock Basis 


is 


Under a new financial arrangement 
approved by stockholders of the Hud 
son Casualty of Jersey City, the par 
value of its shares has been changed 
| from $5 to $10 each, holders being given 
| one share of the latter for three of the 
former. The capital is reduced to $700,- 
| 000 and the surplus increased by $350,- 
00. The change is a result of the rapid 
expansion of its business, with the 


sequent need for putting up larger re- 
serves. 


con 











arising out of the collision in New York | 


safe a place as it is usually supposed to 
be, 18 percent of the accidents suf- 
fered by Aetna policyholders happened 
in This based on both fatal 
and non-fatal accidents. 

Not all accidents are work accidents. 
\ surprisingly largely number of them 
happen while people are at play. Of 
the claims paid by the Aetna Life for 
accidents 14.1 percent for recrea- 
tion or sports mishaps involving nearly 
every form of amusement. 


as 


homes. 


1s 


were 


Transportation Accidents Few 


Paradoxical as it may seem, the total 
number of claims paid for transporta- 
tion accidents, which the average person 
would expect to very large, repre 
sents only 2.9 percent of the total num- 
ber of claims paid. These include rail- 
road, trolley and bus accidents. 

The analysis of accident claims paid 


be 


from 1922 to 1928 follows: 

Pet. of Pet. of 

Total Claims 
Kind of Accident Claim Paid 
In buildings..... 22.6 15.0 
Automobile . ‘ 21.4 28.6 
Home accidents. 18.0 13.4 
tecreation ... ot 14.1 14.6 
Pedestrian 12.2 13.1 
Transportation ,.9 6.5 
Miscellaneous 8.8 8.8 


RECENT COURT DECISIONS 
IN AUTO LIABILITY CASES 


Held that the mere skidding of an 
automobile is not an occurrence of such 
uncommon or unusual character that 
alone and unexplained it can be said to 
furnish evidence of negligence in the 
operation of a car. Judgment for de- 
fendant affirmed. Osborne vs. Charb- 
neau, Sup. Ct. Wash. Dept. 1. 

— oo 


Where it appeared that defendant was 
traveling at a high rate of speed and in 
passing plaintiff's car, collided with same 
and broke several of her fingers, held 
that a verdict of $1,850 would not be 
disturbed. Parnell vs. Dick, Ct. of Ap- 
peals, Ohio, 6th Dist. 


Will Extend Its Business 


Roly P. Nall, superintendent of agents 
the Central Surety of Kansas City, 
has been assistant vice-president since 
May of last year. The Central Surety 
will start on a more intensive cultiva- 
tion of the field and Mr. Nall will be 


an important tactor in its program 


ot 


Examinations by the Casualty <Ac- 
tuarial Society of candidates for the 
grade of associate will be held May 
28-29. 

Good Speakers for Safety School 

MILWAUKEE, Dex 31 B. W. Murray 
nspector for the Hartford Accident, will 
speak before the building construction 
division of the Milwaukee safety school 
Jan. 8 Mr. Murray will give particular 
attention to safety n construction of 
tunnel and ca ons 

E. D. Wachter, safety engineer for the 
Wisco in Mutual Liability, will discus 
“What Are Good Safety Rules?” Voyta 
Wrabetz of the W onsin§ industrial 
commi on and Dr Cc. O. Sappington, 
director of the division of industrial 
health of the National Safety Council 
Chicago, will also speak. 


O’Connor Assistant St. Louis Manager 


Cc. T. O'Connor, formerly office manager 
for the Maryland Casualty in St. Louis, 
has been promoted to assistant re dent 
nanager Charles F. Ashley, Jr., is resi- 
dent manager for St. Lou Mr. O'’Con- 
nor ! been with the company for ix 
years 
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NEWS OF THE COMPANIES 
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SURPLUS IS NOW INCREASED 


American Liability & Surety of Cincin- | 


nati Has $500,000 Additional Paid 
in by Stockholders 
The American Liability & Surety of 
Cincinnati, which is the casualty run- 


ning mate of the Western & Southern | 


Life, has increased its surplus from 
$500,060 to $1,000,000 as of Jan. 1 by 
paying in $500,000. W. C. Safford, for- 
merly superintendent of insurance for 
Ohio, is vice president and general man- 
ager of the American and has largely 
increased its business the past year, al- 
though he has followed a conservative 
underwriting policy. The company ex- 
pects to make still larger increases this 
year and will show unquestioned 
strength, with $500,000 capital and $1,- 
000,000 net surplus. 


| TAKE MAYFLOWER COMPANIES 


| 


| 


| 


} 


Casualty Corporation Will Be Taken 
Over by the Equitable Casualty 
& Surety 


Harold Feilberg, chairman of the 
board of the Equitable Casualty & 
Surety of New York, has purchased con- 
trol of the Mayflower Fidelity & Casu- 
alty, and Mayflower Fire & Marine of 
Newark, N. J. The Mayflower Fidelity 
& Casualty business will be reinsured in 
the Equitable Casualty & Surety. John 
L. Mee, president of the Equitable Cas- 
ualty, carried. on the negotiations for 
the deal. The Mayflower Fire & Marine 
will be disposed of in some fashion. The 
two companies wrote considerable auto- 
mobile insurance. Samuel M. Hollander, 
chairman of the board and general coun- 
sel, and S. J. Steiner, president of the 





ROSPECTS are bowled over 
by the 4-color Posters and 
Folders and newspaper ads fur- 
nished to Agents of the ZURICH. 


ZURICH GENERAL ACCIDENT & LIABILITY INS. CO., LTD. 


ZURICH FIRE INS. CO. OF NEW YORK 











A TOUGH BREAK FOR YOU IF 
YOUR BRAKES DON’T WORK 


Most times it is really not your fault, but what’s the difference? 
The jury will say you’re wrong—and the injured party collects. 
You purchase our complete protection Automobile Policies and then 
you don’t get the tough breaks in lawsuits or lose in any auto 
mishap. Rates and information will be gladly given for the asking. 


We'll Have The ZURICH protect rou 


© Z.G.A, & L.1. CO., LTD. 


Mayflower companies, are added to the 
board of the Equitable Casualty. 


plus $125,275. 


dent; H. Robert Burney is vice-presi- 


dent; Samuel M. Halper, treasurer, and 
Joseph Maslon, secretary. 


Casualty Company Notes 
The American indemnity Company of 
Galveston has been admitted to Indiana 


Grand Central Surety 


j The Grand Central Surety of New | to do a general casualty business. 
York City has been licensed in its home The Hamilton Mutual Auto Casualty 
state. It has $250,000 capital and sur- | of New York city has been admitted to 


Massachusetts and has appointed Thomas 
Black of 40 Broad street, Boston, its 
agent of record. 


W. J. Tomplins is presi- 


























Digest of Latest Casualty 
Court Decisions 


Notice of Accident—Plaintiff had an accident with his car injuring a 
woman. The injuries appeared slight from the report of her physicians, 
and he paid the small bills she incurred. In November, 1927, he was sued 
by her for permanent injury and he immediately gave notice to defendant 
with whom he had a liability policy. The policy required that notice be 
given as soon after the accident as practicable. The defendant company 
refused to defend or pay the judgment and plaintiff herein sues for recovery 
under the policy. Held that “as soon as practicable’ means as soon as 
liability seems imminent. Here the plaintiff was justified in assuming that 
no damage had been done, because the injured party’s physicians had assured 
him the injury was negligible, and as soon as he discovered it was serious 
and suit was begun, he notified the defendant. Judgment for plaintiff affirmed. 
Wood vs. London Guarantee & Accident. Supreme ‘Ct., Nebraska. 


_ Aviation accidental death—The “provision that no accidental death bene- 
fit shall be payable if the death of the insured resulted ‘from having been 
engaged in aviation operations’, means that the death of the insured must 
have resulted from having taken part in aviation operations other than by 
merely being in an airplane when it fell to the ground and caught fire thereby 
fatally injuring the insured. Being ‘engaged in aviation operations’ means 
taking part in the operation of an airplane in some direct way other than merely 
participating in aeronautics by being in an airplane while it is in the air... . 
It is alleged that the insured ‘was in a certain airplane’, which ‘fell to the 
ground and caught fire’ whereby the insured ‘was bruised and burned’ 
solely through such external, violent and accidental means, and as a result 
of said bruises and burns the insured then and there died. The allegations 
do not show that the fatal accident occurred while the insured ‘was en- 
gaged in aviation operations.’” Price vs. Prudential, supreme court of Florida. 


Contract of Suretyship.—The liability of a surety is measured and 
bounded by the terms of his contract, beyond the express terms of which 
he cannot be held, and on the very terms of which he is entitled to stand. 
Action was taken against the surety for a contractor for the balance due on 
the rental of a gasoline shovel used in the construction of a railroad, where 
defendant surety gave a bond conditioned upon the performance of the 
contract by the contractor and his payment in full of claims of all persons 
performing labor upon or furnishing materials to be used in such construc- 
tion work. Held that the rental of machinery did not come within the 
terms of the condition of the bond, and under such circumstances plaintiff 
is not entitled to a judgment against defendant surety for the rental due 
on the shovel used in the construction of the railroad. Ryan vs. Shannahan. 
Dist. ‘Ct. of App., 2nd App. Dist., Calif. 


Rights in crossing arterial highways.—Drivers on arterial highways 
designated in city ordinances do not have exclusive privilege at expense of 
persons crossing. A motorist crossing such a highway who is not himself 
negligent but who is injured as a result of disregard of traffic regulations by 
a driver on an arterial highway may recover in an action for negligence 
and even though the motorist crossing the highway was negligent, the burden 
of proof is on the defendant and it must be shown such contributory negli- 
gence was the proximate cause of injury—W. S. McCulley, minor, vs. An- 
drew Anderson, Nebraska Supreme Court. 


Notice of accident—Lapse of many months between the time of an ac- 
cident and notification to the carrier does not necessarily void the policy 
although it contains a provision that notice shall be given “as soon as prac- 
ticable,” when assured does not know of injury until later. The accident 
was in April and notice was given in November under automobile liability 
policy—W. H. Wood vs. London Guarantee & Accident, Nebraska Supreme 
Court. 


Liability of Minor—Wilson brought suit for damages which he al- 
leged were caused by the negligence of James Moore in driving his automo- 
bile and running into and striking the automobile in which the plaintiffs 
were riding. James Moore is a minor. Held that a minor is liable for his 
torts in the same manner as an adult person, and for every tortious act of 
violence, or other pure tort, the infant tort-feasor is liable in a civil action 
to the injured person. While infants are not usually liable for punitive dam- 
ages, such exemption being based on the theory that they are not criminally 
responsible, yet an intelligent young man, still a minor, may be held liable 
for punitive damages. Moore vs. Wilson, Supreme Court, Arkansas. 


Accident Insurance—Suicide—Insanity.—The evidence was that the in- 
sured while sane inhaled carbon monoxide gas from the exhaust of his 
automobile and was affected to the extent that he had to be revived with a 
pulmotor. After the decedent was revived and left alone in his bed he got 
up from his bed, went into an adjoining room where his revolver was, pro- 
cured the key to the receptacle in which it was kept, unlocked the same, 
secured the revolver, secured a load for it and placed it in the chamber, 
placed the revolver at or near his right temple and pulled the trigger. Ex- 
perts who had made a study of the subject gave it as their opinion that the 
facts proven show insanity due to the monoxide gas; that the suicide was 
not committed pursuant to any previously existing intention if there had 
been one, but that he was insane when he killed himself. Held that there 
was substantial evidence before the jury sufficient to sustain the verdict for 
plaintiff. Travelers vs. Schenkel, U. S. C. C. A., 8th Cir. (Mo.) 








Ree we OS SE Ue, 


Tanuary 2, 1930 





THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER 


CASUALTY 


31 











REINFORCEMENT 





¥™ can build a set of concrete steps 

up to your front porch without any 
reinforcements; they will safely carry 
you up three or four feet. 


But if you want to build a concrete build- 
ing that will afford permanent shelter 
and safety and security, you will use 
steel reinforcement. 


Reinsurance is the reinforcement which 
has enabled insurance to grow into the 
permanent, safe shelter which it is to- 
day —the biggest business in the world 
with but one exception—government. 





EMPLOYERS REINSURANCE CORPORATION 


E. G. Trimble, President 


CASUALTY REINSURANCE 


KANSAS CITY 


Los Angeles Chicago New York 
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ONSTATANS CONT, 








“Up-to-date Policies” 
doesn’t mean 
Anything 


We list “up-to-date poli- 
among our advan- 
because we _ have 


cies 
tages 


them. 


But to you, Mr. Agent, 
the phrase has_ probably 
lost its significance long 


ago. 


Yet, “There is really 
nothing essentially differ- 
ent about Insurance com- 
panies” is a dangerous 
generalization. 


Dangerous because it is 
difficult to disprove in 
print or conversation— 


Yet, we are so bold as 
to say to you that if you 
will give one of our official 
representatives 10 minutes 
of your time he can show 


you something interest- 
ing. 


ISG 


_ 


Edward T. Harrison, President 


DALLAS 
TEXAS 

















CHANGES IN CASUALTY FIELD 





OPENING DES MOINES OFFICE 
Southern Surety Will Handle Four 
States from That City, with Dan 
F. Brown as Manager 


DES MOINES, Dec. 31.—The 
Southern Surety is opening district ot- 
fices in this city, from which to direct its 


activities in four midwestern states, 
Iowa, Nebraska, South Dakota and 
North Dakota. Dan F. Brown of 
Omaha, manager for the company in 


Nebraska and South Dakota, will come 
to Des Moines to take charge of the dis- 
trict office. Mr. Brown has been man- 
ager at Omaha since establishment of 
the branch office there ten years ago. 
The Omaha office is to be continued for 


administration of operations in Ne- 
braska and Fred Ochsenbein will be 
placed in charge. 

General offices of the Southern 


Surety’s accident and health department, 
which are now located in this city, will 
be continued and the new offices will 
be conducted separately from this divi- 
$10n. 


Take Travelers at Spokane 


Clair Crisp and Waverly E. Lindsay of 


Spokane, Wash., have formed the firm 
of Crisp & Lindsay, to take over the 
general agency for eastern Washington, 


northern Idaho and Montana for 
Travelers and Travelers Indemnity Com- 
pany. 


Barnett Enters Firm 


Among other important changes in the 
New York City agency field is the sub- 
stitution of Minner & Barnett in succes- 
sion to Minner & Yoost as metropolitan 





the ; 
|} western 


FENERTY NAMED MANAGER 


Promoted by Ross Agency of New 
Orleans to Direct Operations 
in Two States 


James B. Ross, general agent of New 
Orleans, announces the appointment of 
John J. Fenerty as manager of the cas- 
ualty and surety department. Fenerty 
has been connected with the Ross office 
for the past 16 years, during which time 
he has occupied important positions, 
His new position carries great respon- 
sibility as it places him in charge of 
the operations of two casualty and 
surety companies Mr. represents 
as general agent for Louisiana and Mis- 
sissippi. 


Ross 


Returns to Old Company 
DeForest V. 8S. 
London & 
velop 


business. 


Garnsey returns to the 
Lancashire Indemnity to de- 
personal accident and plate glass 
He was formerly with the 
company field supervisor in eastern 
New York, but resigned a year ago to 
become partner in a bridge building com- 
pany. 


as 


Close Milwaukee Branch Office 


The branch office 
nity at Milwaukee 
ing to W. G. Konig, who has been mana- 
ger at Milwaukee for the past four years 
and resident vice-president of the North- 
Casualty. The business of the 


the Union Indem- 
will be closed, accord- 


of 


|} Union Indemnity branch office is being 
moved to the Baerwald, Hoffman & Co, 
office. Mr. Konig: becomes vice-president 
of that agency, which will act as gen- 
eral agent in Wisconsin for the Union 
| Indemnity. Mr. Konig announced that 
the claim department of the Union In- 
demnity will be maintained at the pres- 


managers of the Zurich General. Mr. 
Barnett has been connected with the | 
office for the past 17 years and has well 
earned the recognition now accorded 
him. 


ent offices at 105 Wells street. 


Handbook 


Add “The of Fidelity & 
Surety Bonds” by G. R. Wentz to your 
library. Price $1.50. Order from The 


National Underwriter. 
: 








| WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION 








SEEKS PAYMENT FROM TWO 


Collects Only From One—Employe 
Asks Compensation from Both Con- 
cerns Following Record Injury 


ST. PAUL, Dec. 31.—One of the few 
cases in which a workman sought com- 
pensation from two employers at the 
same time has been decided by the state 
supreme court against the Constitution 
Indemnity. 

The employe in question was injured 
while working for the St. Paul Wreck- 
age Company in July, 1927. The com- 
pany was insured with the Constitution 
Indemnity, which paid compensation up 
to Sept. 9, 1928. 

Later the workman went to work for 
the Northern Cooperage Company, in- 
sured by the Globe Indemnity. While 
in the employ of that company a limb 
of a tree fell on his head, forcing him 
to give up work again. 

When his condition made it impos- 
sible to return to work the employe 
sued both companies for compensation 
and the cases were consolidated before 
the state industrial commission. 
referee awarded him additional compen- 
sation from the wreckage company and 
new compensation from the cooperage 
company but the commission set these 
findings aside and awarded him only 
additional compensation from _ the 
wreckage company and this verdict was 
upheld by the state supreme court. 


Read “What to Know About Automo- 
bile Insurance,” by F. W. Doremus. 
Price, $1.50. Order from The National 


Underwriter. 





The | 


REFUTE POPULAR CONCEPTION 


Washington Compilation Shows That 
Industrial Accidents Are More 
Prevalent From 21-25 


SEATTLE, WASH., Dec. 31.—A re- 
port by the Washington director of 
labor and industry is illuminating in that 
it shows that the dangerous ages for 
industrial accidents is from 21 to 25 
years. This refutes the popular con- 
ception that accidents among workmen 
increase with their age. 

These conclusions were arrived at by 
taking claims, age groups and per- 
centages as related to the entire amount 
of compensation given. It was found 
that 15.6 percent of all compensation 
paid was awarded to the 21 to 25 year 
group, both men and women, or 3,394 
claims. The highest average wage paid 
to the injured was $5.58 in the 35-39 
group. Of the total claims 10.5 per- 
cent were paid to youths from 13 to 20, 
who received an average wage of $3.97. 

Following is the complete table by age 
groups: 


Pet. of Total Aver. 

Age Claims Paid Wage 
ee dhbvwe~ewewss eee 12.6 $5.20 
oe eee ee 12.9 5.38 
Of eee 12.0 5.58 
DOE ates badecnes sae 11.4 5.51 
OE eis eteesdwes een 9.1 5.42 
Se ee 6.7 5.15 
a Se re 4.1 5.02 
A er 4.6 4.73 
TO BUS OUGT cic ivcsccs 5 4.46 

Utah Revision Completed 
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, Dec. 31— 


tevision of compensation rates in Utah 
have been completed. The changes em- 
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= 
prace practically every classification. 
The change of widest range has been 
made for trucking risks, the rate hav- 
jing jumped from $4 to $7.04. A raise 
of $1 is noted in the metal mines rate, 
the new rate being $6. Coal mine rates 
have been boosted from $5 to $7. The 
jncreases show a general average of 
about 10 percent. In a few cases de- 
creases were granted, There are 33 
classifications and 192 show increases. 
The rates for 52 occupations will be re- 
duced, while 87 will remain unchanged. 
A recent examination showed that the 
experience had been especially bad in 
the past five years on trucking and fnin- 
ing risks. 


Call Brain Hemorrhage Accident 


LINCOLN, NEB., Dec. 31 The Ne- 
praska supreme court holds that Cap- 
tain Galligan of the Omaha fire depart- 
ment, who died as a result of a 
hemorrhage of the brain following his 
response to a night alarm, met an acci- 
dental death in the course of employ- 
ment. The medical testimony was that 
hemorrhage is the result of excitement, 
put the court says that as all the objec- 
tive symptoms of accidental injury were | 
observed in Galligan, following his slid- 
ing down a pole, it must be classed as 
an accident. 





Telegraph Messenger Covered 


TOPEKA, KAN., Dec. 31—A telegraph 
messenger boy is an employe and en- 
titled to the same workmen’s compensa- 
tion as if in any other employment. This 
was the ruling of the Kansas supreme 
court in the suit of John Pegg vs. Pos- 
tal Telegraph Company, from Sedgwick 
county. He was making a delivery of | 


a message when he was hit by a car 
and then run over by a truck. The court 
held that while a messenger service is 
incidental to the telegraph service it is 
of such a type that messengers must be 
included in the compensation allowances 
of the company. 


Montana Rates Boosted 


A new set of compensation rates has 
been established for Montana, carriers 
have notified the industrial accident 
board. There are three plans in the 





state, one of private carrier insurance, 
another in which employers may insure 
in the state, and a third, self-insurance 
The state’s rates are unchanged A ma- 
terial advance is made by the carriers 
in some industries and a small general 
increase in the entire level. The rate 
for the mining industry is boosted from 
$4.87 to $6.37 per $100 of payroll, smel- 
ters from $1.84 to $32.05, logging in- 
dustry from $4.12 to $6.63 and other in- 
dustries, including placer mining, from 
$23.43 to $6. Lathe and saw mills are 
increased from $4.46 to $5.58, iron works 
and foundries from $1.08 to $1.30, farm 
labor from $2.52 to $2.68, electric light 
and power construction from $3.78 to 
$6.33, creameries from $1.16 to $1.87, 


printing and lithographing from 55 to 5 


7 
| cents, brick-making from $1.03 to $1.55 
} 


and auto garage work from $1.48 t 
$2.09. 


Would Revise Ohio Law 


The Bar Association at Cleveland has 
appointed a committee of 12 to study the 
Ohio workmen’s compensation act with 
a view of suggested reforms in it It 
is contended that reforms in the law are 
imperative. 
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GIVES PROCEEDS TO FIANCEE 


Cincinnati Court Rules Policyholder 
Had Right to Name Girl Rather 
Than Father 


The proceeds of an accident policy in 
the Interstate Business Men’s Accident 
of Des Moines are to be paid to an un- 
married woman, fiancee of the dead 
policyholder, rather than to the insured’s 
father, as result of decision by Judge 
Struble in common pleas court at Cin- 
cinnati on a question of insurable inter- 
est. Miss Nora M. Boles of Mount 
Airy, O., is the one to whom the $5,000 
proceeds will go. The policy was taken 
by Joseph A. Steiner, Jr., a cement 
block manufacturer of Mount Healthy, 
O. The wedding had been set for No- 
vember, but in April, 1929, Steiner was 
killed in an automobile accident near 
Hamilton, O. 

The Interstate Business Men’s re- 
fused to pay the money to Miss Boles 
because Joseph A. Steiner, Sr., the 
father and administrator, claimed the 
insurance. Instead the company filed an 
interpleader action, admitting liability, 
but declaring inability to determine the | 
beneficiary, and paying the money into | 
court. The father contended that the | 
fiancee did not have an insurable inter- 
est and the money should go to the 
estate. Judge Struble said no such} 
question was involved, but even if it’ 
were, the dead man took out the policy | 
on his own life and made the young 
woman his beneficiary and there was no 
question but that he had an insurable 
interest in his own life. The judge com- | 
plimented the dead man for making pro- 
vision for his intended wife. 





| in his (or her) application for insurar 


Minon Given Big Post 


R. L. Minon, superintendent of the 
payroll audit department in Chicago for 
the Indemnity of North America for 
the past eight years, has been called to 
Philadelphia to take charge of the pay- 
roll audit department for the entire 
country. His associates in the Indemnity 
of North America and the Alliance Cas- 
ualty in Chicago tendered him a dinner 
and presented him with a handsome | 
traveling bag and fitted toilet kit. 


XUM 


FLORIDA TO REQUIRE RIDERS 


Drastic Provisions Must Be Included 
in All Weekly or Monthly Accident 
and Health Policies 


The Florida department, which re- 
cently announced that all companies 
writing monthly or weekly payment 
accident and health insurance must file 
with it by Jan. 1 all policy forms which 
they propose to issue in that state, and 
that no policies could be issued after 
that date without approval by the com- 
missioner, has given an indication of the 
sort of requirements it plans to propose, 
many of which will undoubtedly be 
objectionable to the companies, by send- 
ing out this list of provisions, which 
must either be printed on each policy 
or attached to it as a rider, pending the 
examination and approval of the forms 
submitted: 

All provisions in this policy with refer- 
ence to the time in which suit may be 
instituted under same, insofar as they 
may conflict with the statute of limita- 
tions of the state of Florida, shall be 
null and void. 

All provisions of this policy limiting 
or avoiding liability shall be construed 
strictly against the company, and liber- 
ally in favor of the insured. If there are 
any conflicting clauses in the policy, the 
one which affords the most protection 
to the insured shall control. 

In the event the company shall deter- 
mine to insist on a forfeiture clause of 
this policy, it will so inform the assured 
as soon as practicable after it ascertains 
the facts upon which it shall base its 
claim of forfeiture; and failure to do so 
shall be deemed a waiver of the for- 
feiture clause. 

All statements made by the appli 


upon which this policy is issued shall 
be deemed representations only and not 
warranties and shall not void this poli 
in the absence of fraud. 

The foregoing provisions and condi- 
tions are hereby made a part of the 
policy in which they are printed or to 
which they are attached and all parts 
of said policy or the application upon 
which it is issued which are in conflict 
herewith are hereby declared null and 
void. 

It is further required that the word 
“void” shall be written, printed or 






























service 


Promises may sell 
Plate Glass Insur- 
ance but they won’t 
keep it sold. Per- 
formance alone will 
satisfy. And in Plate 
Glass Insurance Per- 
formance means but 
one thing—unfail- 
ingly prompt Plate 
Glass Replacements. 

This Company leads 
in the Chicago area 
primarily because it 
is better equipped to 
render this type of 


Plate Glass Replace- 
ment service. 


AMERICAN 
GLASS CO. 


1030-42 NO. BRANCH ST. 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
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Detroit 


policies 


are 


an assurance of 


fair 


dealing 





ENTRAL WEST CASUALTY CO. 


CAPITAL $1,000,000 
HAL. H. SMITH, President 


Michigan 





AMERICAN INDEMNITY 


COMPANY 


GALVESTON 
COMPLETE 


—AUTOMOBILE PROTECTION 


Whatever any other 
companies do for their 
Agents within the 


cal business and good 
underwriting prac- 


} ) bounds of sound, ethi- 
, 
tices, we will do. 





FIDELITY 


AND 


SURETY BONDS 
Cc. 8. KUHN, 


Secretary 


Desirable 
General Agency 
Contracts 
available in 
unallotted territory 


AFETY 
ATISFACTIO 
ERVICE 


AMERICAN 


FIRE & MARINE 


INSURANCE 
COMPANY 


GALVESTON 
FIRE ~ ~ WINDSTORM 
AUTOMOBILE _INSURANCE 


E. C. FRENCH, Vice President 











stamped across any paragraph or clause 
in any of the policies required to be filed 
for the approval of the department 
which purport to constitute such policy 
a “paid up policy” at the end of ten 
years or any other specified period of 


time conditioned upon such policy being 
kept in continuous force, or without de- 
linquency, during such period. 
Opportunity will be given for a hear- 
ing where any companies express their 
opposition to these provisions. 











| FIDELITY AND 


SURETY NEWS | 














LOSS FALLS ON DEPOSITOR 





Endorsements Forged by Its Agent— 
Decision Is Rendered in Favor 


of Bank 
OKLAHOMA CITY, Dec. 31—A 
tangled case involving the National 


Surety as guarantor under a bankers’ 
blanket bond has been decided in favor 
of the Tradesmen’s National Bank of 
Oklahoma City. The bank won a di- 
rected verdict in the United States dis- 
trict court here in a suit filed against 
it by the Midland Savings & Loan As- 
sociation of Denver for recovery of $50,- 
000, alleged to have been paid to an 
agent of the savings association upon 
forged endorsements. Under the bank- 
ers’ blanket bond the surety would have 
had to pay if the bank had lost. 

The savings association had an agent 
named Dan Dewberry at Texarkana, 
Ark. Dewberry took the applications 
for loans and forwarded them to the as- 
sociation. Checks went back payable to 
the borrower and to Dan Dewberry as 
agent. Dewberry disappeared and it 
was found that many of the checks had 
been deposited to his account with 
forged endorsement of the borrowers. 
It was also found that some of the 
mortgages had been forged. 

The association notifred the Trades- 
men’s National Bank of the forgeries of 
checks drawn on that bank in order to 
give it a chance to protect itself. At 
the same time it took action in the 
courts at Texarkana to foreclose some 
of the mortgages involved in the for- 
geries. Later it brought suit against the 
bank for the amount of the checks that 
had been paid with forged endorse- 
ments. 

Judge T. Blake Kennedy ordered a 
directed verdict in favor of the bank on 
two grounds. First, that the association, 
by proceeding on the mortgages, elected 
to consider the money as having been 
withdrawn from the bank. Therefore, it 
could not later sue the Tradesmen’s 
bank on a legal theory implying that 
the money had not been properly paid 
out. Second, that the losses caused by 
the forgeries of its agent in this case 
must fall on the savings association. 
Where one of two innocent parties must 
suffer the loss should fall on the one 
employing the faithless agent. 


WORLD WIDE COVERAGE OF 
THE FIDELITY CONTRACT 


J. Schmidt, Jr., superintendent of the 
fidelity department of the Hartford Acci- 
dent, writes a contribution in its house 
organ describing the world-wide cover- 
age primary blanket fidelity bond con- 
tracts. These are issued for American 
employes and cover them located any- 
where in the world. 

“It is common knowledge,” says Mr. 
Schmidt, “that American merchants and 
industrial organizations are becoming 
increasingly active in developing foreign 
markets for their products. It is impor- 
tant that bonding companies should take 
cognizance of this -situation and furnish 
the kind of coverage which employers 
will not only need, but soon insist upon.” 


Holiday Festivities at Milwaukee 


MILWAUKEE, Dec. 31.—The Surety 
Underwriters Association of Milwaukee 
dispensed with a business meeting at its 
luncheon Friday to devote the entire 
time to holiday festivities and a good- 
fellowship meeting. The return to busi- 
ness discussions will be made at the 
meeting Jan. 3. 





| 
| 


CONSERVATISM IS SHOWN | 


Companies Watching Very Carefully 
Any Speculative Tendencies When 
Completion Bonds Are Sought 


Most surety companies were conserv- 
ative in writing building completion 
bonds during the heyday time of build- 
ing promotion. In a number of cities 
hotels, club houses and apartment build- 
ings particularly were erected, some- 
times on a rather flimsy financial foun- 
dation. As long, however, as the stock 
market was buoyant and people were 
making money they were willing to pay 
the freight. Banks which made loans or 
backers of securities insisted in nu- 
merous instances on completion bonds 
so that the security buyers would be 
better protected. Some rather preten- 
tious enterprises were in the midst of 
being financed when the stock market 
crashed and they had to be abandoned 
because they feared that it would be 
impossible to market the securities. Al- 
most any project was pushed through 
during the time when money was plen- 
tiful and was seeking avenues for large 
returns. The surety underwriters, how- 
ever, for some months have been watch- 
ing the trends carefully and have not 
been taking large chances. 


MAY SEEK REIMBURSEMENT 


Surety Companies Held on Colorado 
Treasurer's Bond Find $25,000 
Assets After His Death 


DENVER, Dec. 31.—In January, 
1921, while Arthur M. Stong was state 
treasurer of Colorado, the state indus- 
trial commission instructed him to pur- 
chase $100,000 worth of Liberty bonds 
with its money. The bonds were then 
quoted at $88.60. A short time later, 
with the price at $87.56, he was in- 
structed to purchase $100,000 additional, 
but in both cases he reasoned that he 
was custodian and responsible. He 
favored the purchase of state warrants 
and bought them. 

The industrial commission carried the 
case to court and Mr. Stong was told 
to obey its instructions. The bonds 
were then quoted at $98.56. The differ- 
ence between the profit made by Mr. 
Stong and what would have been made 
had he carried out instructions was 
figured at $27,000 and judgment was 
rendered against his bondsmen, the Fi- 
delity & Deposit and United States 
Fidelity & Guaranty. Mr. Stong died 
recently and in his strong box are 
stocks of the Cities Service Company 
worth about $25,000. The surety com- 
panies asked that an administrator be 
appointed, Judge George A. Luxford 
naming Leroy J. Williams. It is likely 
the companies will ask that they be re- 
imbursed. 





Pittsburgh Plan of Detroit F. & S. 


The L. A. Burnett Company has been 
appointed general agent at Pittsburgh 
for the Detroit Fidelity & Surety. The 
branch office under the management of 
George T. W. Maddox has been moved 
to the Law & Finance building, 429 
Fourth avenue, and now occupies rooms 
adjoining and communicating with the 
general agents, who represent seven fire 
companies exclusively as managers for 
Allegheny county. They have over 
250 agents in that territory reporting 
through their office. The agents in the 
territory will be serviced by two special 
agents, M. J. Hogan and Robert J. 
Crossman. 
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DENIES SETTLEMENT RETURN 


} 





New York Justice Scores Action in | 
Case Involving Clause Requiring 
Help of Assured 





The Fidelity & Deposit lost an im- 
portant burglary case in which return 
$3,000 paid on a jewelry loss was 
asked by a man named Hoffman in a 


ot 


suit in the New York supreme court. 
The F. & D. claimed that Hoffman 
hailed to notify it when his chauffeur, 
whom he suspected and who disap- 
peared at the time the jewelry 

missing, reappeared. It was claimed 


this was in violation of the policy con- 
ditions requiring the assured to take 
legal action to secure the arrest of of- 
fenders and recovery of the property. 

Justice Aaron J. Levy of the court 
rebuked the company for stirring up a 
“tempest in a teapot” by seeking to 
undo an arrangement which it appeared 
to him had been arrived at between | 
both parties in good faith, and for pro- | 
pounding the theory that fraud was | 
committed in inducing the company to | 
settle for $3,000. In the same breath | 
he declared his belief that the chauffeur | 


| 
was | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| Expert Burglars Can Make a Duplicate 


| they are practically safe from burglars 


| doors. 


FEW HOMES REGARDED SAFE 





of Almost Any Key at This 
Time 





Home owners sometimes think that 
because they are careful to lock their 
Charles Courtney, president of 
the American Association of Master 
Locksmiths in an issue of the “Hartford 
Agent” shows how easy it is for burglars 
to get a duplicate of almost any key. He 
recently made a demonstration show- 
ing how the digits on a key number 
represent the length of the tumblers in 
the cylinder of a lock. 

3y simply knowing the number, 5 
burglar who knows something of lock 
making can insert a key blank in a fil- 
ing machine and produce a duplicate key 
in thirty seconds. Thus a key can quick- | 
ly be made for a lock without having 
either the original key or the lock itself 
to work on. 

Homesowners who think that by lock- 
ing the door they can safeguard their 
premises, and get along without burglary 
insurance, should be reminded of the 
ease with which keys are duplicated and 
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had lied on the stand and was the one | property entered by sneak thieves and 
who stole the jewelry. burglars. 

: F A . a 

Joseph R. Watson of the audit depart- | about the country, in the course of 


ment of the Travelers, whose service 
has been largely in the field, recently 
celebrated his 25th anniversary with the 
company. 

Mr. Watson was assigned to the New 
York territory in 1904, later going to 
Cleveland. He was transferred to the lia- 
yility agency department, where he was 
engaged in efforts to push the rather 
new automobile public liability insurance 
Later he was registrar in Boston 
ind then branch auditor in the metro- 
olitan office of the Travelers in New 
York. 


line. 


E. G. Timme, secretary of the Conti- 
nental Casualty, was married a few days 


ago to Miss Abbey Smith at the Little | 


Church Around the Corner in New 
York City. Miss Smith was 


Timme’s secretary for some time. 
President Herman A. Behrens of the 
Continental Casualty of Chicago left for 
his home in Belvidere Island in the San 
Francisco Bay, the middle of December. 
He will return to his office next week. 
Vice-President Nelson D. Sterling of 
Constitution Indemnity is again at 
his desk in Philadelphia after a swing 


the 


Mr. | 





which he visited a number of the com- | 
pany’s representatives in the southwest | 
and the Pacific Coast. The company | 
continues to gain favor with agents and | 
assureds’ its tieup with its allied fire | 
corporations proving mutually advan- | 
tageous. 


Henry Lee Drake, Jr., has been made | 
agency secretary of the Empire Life & | 
Accident of Indianapolis. He has been | 
doing supervisory work in the field. He 
graduated from the University of In- 
diana and received his M. B. A. degree 
at the University of Pennsylvania, 
where he studied under Dr. S. S. Hueb- 
ner. He also holds the C. L. U. de 


ot 


gree. 


| 
Given Greater Responsibilities 


made in 
Ameri- 


Several changes have been 
| the Chicago branch office of the 
| can Surety and the New York Casualty. 
J. L. Maehle, heretofore manager for the 
American Surety, also becomes manager 





| 

| for the New York Casualty. H. B. 

| Doten has been given added responsi- 

| bility in his appointment as assistant 

| manager for both the New York Cas- 
ualty and American Surety in charge of 

| casualty production. 


—— 
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Casualty Insurance? 
YES! 


Surety Bonds? 
CERTAINLY! 


Service? 
ABSOLUTELY! 


Write to 


FEDERAL SURETY COMPANY 


W. L. TAYLOR 


President 


Home Office 


Davenport, Iowa 





It Really Happened 
(Agent No. 4) 


Women as well as men can make good incomes with the 
Inter-Ocean Casualty Company. 


Mrs. Besse F. Gunckel, of Dayton, Ohio, began to write dur- 
ing January, 1929. From the time she started up to the 
present time she has been one of the leading writers of her 
agency, placing over $4,000 in accepted business on the books. 


Of course, she was selling Inter-Ocean Easier-to-Sell policies. 


Write us. 


INTER-OCEAN CASUALTY COMPANY 
Home Office: CINCINNATI, OHIO 
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AUTOMOBILE—AIl Lines in One Policy 
PLATE GLASS—50-50 Policy if Desired 
FIRE AND WINDSTORM — Combined Policy; Equal or Unequal Amounts 


State Agents: 
COOLING-GRUMME-MUMFORD CO. 
American Central Life Bldg —Indianapolis 

Riley 6452 





Indiana Insurance Company 


A STOCK COMPANY CHARTERED IN 1851 


DESIRES AGENCY CONNECTIONS IN CITIES AND TOWNS IN INDIANA 


Special Agents: 
ERNEST NEWHOUSE 
LA RUE BYRON 
EMERSON NEWHOUSE 
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Burglary 
Man 


Wanted 


The United States Casualty Company de- 
sires to secure the services of a thoroughly 
equipped burglary insurance man who has 









































had home office and field experience and 
who is an intelligent underwriter and a 
successful business builder. A splendid 
opportunity and a good salary awaits such 
aman. Address 
EDSON S. LOTT, President, 
United States Casualty Company, 
80 Maiden Lane, New York. 
AUTOMOBILE PUBLIC BURGLARY ACCIDENT 
LIABILITY LIABILITY THEFT HEALTH 
PROP.DAMAGE TEAMS PLATE GLASS WORKMEN'S 
COLLISION ELEVATOR STEAM BOILER COMPENSATION 
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’FIRE-.AND LIFE 





ASSURANCE CORPORATION, Lid. 


FREDERICK RICHARDSON, United States Manager 
GENERAL BUILDING -4T & WALNUT STS. 


PHILADELPHIA 








Algire Reviews 
Burélary Cover 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 27) 


of the robber or robbers going to the 
bank or the place of business during 
business hours, they go to the home of 
the president or the cashier during the 
night and hold the official prisoner until 
morning when the time-lock is about 
to run down, then take him to the bank 
and compel him under threat of death 
to open the vault and safe by means of 
the combination. 


How Robbers Work Today 


“In case of a mercantile establishment 
the cashier is often taken back to the 
place of business in the middle of the 
night and required to open the safe or 
vault and deliver the contents. 

“The outlook in the burglary 
ance field for 1930, particularly 
the standpoint of losses, is very uncer- 
tain. This is due to the crash in the 
stock market and a tendency on the part 
of business to slow up. 

“New York City produced approxi- 
mately 20 percent of all the burglary, 
robbery and theft insurance of the entire 
nation. This is due to the heavy con- 
centration of values in money, securities, 
diamonds, furs, silks and other property 
attractive to burglars. 

May Expect More Losses 

“Obviously New York City will be 
more affected by the crash in the stock 
market than any other section. If his- 
tory repeats itself, this means a very 
substantial increase in the number and 
amount of losses. 

“The bright spot in the picture is 
that mounting losses will inevitably 
increase the demand for insurance pro- 
tection, thereby laying the foundation 
for a core favorable result in 1931 and 
1932, provided losses follow the usual 
trend and recede as business conditions 
improve. The companies will feel them- 
selves fortunate if they can finish 1930 
with a profit on the year’s operation. 


insur- 
Irom 


Steady Increase Recently 


“For years daylight bank robberies | 


throughout the nation have been on the 
increase. This trend was more intense 
in 1929 than any other year. 


SI 


has resulted in a material decrease in 
the night-time burglary losses. 

“The time has now arrived when it 
will be necessary for banks to adopt 
similar protective methods against day- 
light robbery losses. At this time i 
appears that tear gas, properly installed, 
holds considerable possibilities as a pro- 
tection against daylight robbers.” 





Banks | 
have spent millions of dollars on vaults 


Compensation Experience 


in New York Is Given 





The New York insurance department 
has issued a special exhibit on compen- 
sation insurance as shown in schedule R 
in that state. It deals with 1928 busi- 
ness. The entire compensation pre- 
miums earned were $188,809,820 with in- 
curred losses of $120,880,572 or 64 per- 
cent. The incurred expenses were $69,- 
596,696 or 36.9 percent. This was an 
underwriting loss of .9 percent. Of the 
total $142,467,027 was in stock compa- 
nies, $46,342,793 in mutuals. The in- 
curred losses of the stock companies 
were $90,612,507 or 63.6 percent and of 
the mutuals $30,268,065 or 65.3 percent. 

“In consideration of the workmen's 
compensation experience of any year, it 
should be borne in mind that subsequent 
data almost always result in improve- 
|ment of the loss ratio. The depart- 
ment’s tables clearly show this in a sep- 
arate table dealing with New York State 
experience. For instance, the policy 
year 1920 at the close of that year 
showed a loss ratio of 70.1 percent, 
whereas by the end of 1924 that 1920 
policy year experience had worked down 
to 51 percent. The 1923 policy year 
showed a bad experience at the close of 
89.3 percent, whereas at the end of 1927 
this had worked down to 71.4 percent 
loss ratio on 1923 policies. The policy 
year 1927 showed an initial loss ratio of 
74.1 percent, but that has already been 


| reduced to 61.7 percent.” 








George E. Huskins Advanced 
“SEATTLE, WASH., 
| of George E. Huskins as vice-president 
| of the United Pacific Casualty is an- 
nounced by President J. W. Reynolds. 
He was formerly superintendent of 
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and safes, and this heavy investment | agencies and assistant secretary. 
National Inspection Company 
Incorporated 1903 
This corporation reports on the underwriting aspects of heavy manufac- 
turing and mercantile properties throughout the following states: 
Michigan Indiana Kansas 
Wisconsin Illinois Kentucky 
Minnesota lowa Tennessee 
Ohio Nebraska Oklahoma 
Missouri 
Managed by 
J. G. Hubbell H. B. Chrissinger R. L. Thiele 
176 West Adams St., Chicago, Ill. 
Re-Insurance DEE A. STOKER 
Excess Re-Insurance RE-INSURANCE UNDERWRITER 
Catastrophe Hazard 2111 Daily News Bldg. CHICAGO 
Tel. Central 6370 
All Lines but Stressing Excess Fire Reinsurance General Classifications 
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AN CASUALTY COM 


@D) reapwne, pennsyivania (QD) 
BIG ENOUGH FOR YOUR NEEDS— 








BUT NOT OVERGROWN 


Inquire about our excellent agency proposition 
Incorporated 1902 


Assets $3,791,807.40 


PANY 


















WINZER & CO. 


CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 


Specializing in 


INSURANCE 
ACCOUNTING 


29 S. La Salle Street 
CHICAGO 





Telephone Stewart 6786 


SERVICE 
PAY ROLL-AUDIT BUREAU 


“Service With Courtesy” 
Frank V. Jaeger, Mgr. "chan 4yeme 








R. Huebner’s “Property Insur- 
ance” is a _ basic volume 
presenting the facts and prob- 
lems connected with those forms of 
insurance which indemnify owners against 


the loss of property. Single copy $3. Order 
from The National Underwriter. 
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Favored by many property 
owners because of its 
Good Name 


NEWARE 


FIRE INSURANCE 
COMPANY 


NEWARK—NEW JERSEY 


T. L. FARQUHAR, President 





WESTERN DEPT. CHICAGO ELWIN W. LAW, Manager 




































































0A; N interested /istener often makes the most convincing 
talker. Let your prospect talk first-—and listen to him. 
First, because it’s a matter of common courtesy. Second, 
because it’s a matter of wisdom—gives you an opportu- 
nity to study him, to learn his viewpoints, his arguments. 
Then you have something specific to talk about. You 
know exactly what to say. You talk toa point. He 
who talks last talks best. Try it. 


If you do any appreciable amount of advertising, it is a good 
olicy to adopt some trademark, trade character or slogan. 
bis is an effective way of gaining a cumulative result from a 

number of different advertisements. Practically every large 

advertiser, realizing this fact, adopts some identifying mark. 


FIREMAN’S FUND GROUP 


FIREMAN’S FUND, Home Fire & MARINE and OCCIDENTAL INSURANCE COMPANIES, 
and on the Pacific Coast the OCCIDENTAL INDEMNITY COMPANY 


FIRE, AUTOMOBILE and MARINE 


CHICAGO 














